Moon Vocabulary

	Moon: 
	The name given to the natural satellite of the Earth, and sometimes applied to the satellites of the other planets in the solar system. 

	Phases: 
	The different shapes the Moon seems to have as we observe it in the sky. 

	Rotation: 
	The spinning of an object on its axis. 

	Axis: 
	This is an imaginary line about which something spins. For the Earth, it is a line extending between the north and south poles. 

	Revolution: 
	The movement of one object around another object that is also called orbit.

	Full Moon: 
	The phase when the entire lit side of the Moon is visible from Earth. 

	New Moon: 
	The phase when the entire Moon appears dark from the Earth because the Sun is lighting the opposite side.

	Crescent Moon: 
	The phase when only a small, lit edge of the Moon can be seen from the Earth.

	Waxing: 
	The lit portion of the Moon is increasing and progressing from new Moon to full Moon.  This is when the Moon looks like it is "getting bigger" in the night sky. 

	Waning : 
	The lit portion of the Moon is decreasing and progressing from full Moon to new Moon.  This is when the Moon looks like it is "getting smaller" in the night sky 

	Lunar Eclipse: 
	A lunar eclipse occurs when the Earth's shadow blocks sunlight from reaching the Moon. At night, the moon appears dark instead of light when it should be a full Moon. 

	Solar Eclipse: 
	A solar eclipse occurs when the Moon passes between the Earth and the Sun blocking sunlight from reaching the Earth. 


