College Application Essay Prompts

Choose one of the following prompts to which you will respond in an organized and developed essay.

1. Tell us how a particular book, play, film, piece of music, dance performance, scientific theory or experiment or work of art has influenced you. If you choose a novel, film or play, assume we know the plot. (University of Notre Dame)

2. Consider the books you have read in the last year or two either for school or for leisure. Please discuss the way in which one of them changed your understanding of the world, other people, or yourself. (Duke University)

3. Tell us about a situation where you have not been successful and what you have learned from the experience. (William and Mary)

4. First experiences can be defining. Cite a first experience that you have had and explain its impact on you. (University of Pennsylvania) 

5. Recall an occasion when you took a risk that you now know was the right thing to do. (University of Pennsylvania)

6. .According to Stephen Carter, we can admire those with integrity even if we disagree with them. Are there people you admire even though you deeply disagree with them? What do you admire about them? How do you reconcile this apparent contradiction in your assessment? (Duke University)

7. Who is the secondary school teacher who has had the greatest positive impact on your development? Please describe the ways in which this teacher has influenced you. (Bowdoin College)

8. You have just completed your 300-page autobiography. Please submit page 217. (University of Pennsylvania)

9. Imagine you have written a short story, film, or play about your last four years. Briefly describe the one moment or scene that your audience will most remember from this autobiographical piece. What will they learn about you from that moment? (Northwestern)

10. What do you think people who know you would be surprised to learn about you? Limit your response to one page.(Rice University) 

11. Pose a question of your own, the answer to which you believe will display your best qualities as a writer, thinker, visionary, social critic, sage, sensible woman or man, citizen of the world, or future citizen of the University of  ---------------------. (University of Chicago)

12. Of all the activities you listed above, which one has proved to be the best, or the worst, use of your time, and why? Use one specific example to illustrate how this activity has, or has not, been worthwhile. (University of Virginia) 

13. Who are the people who have done the most to influence your personal development and in what ways were they influential? (Carleton College) 

14. If you were to protest something, for or against, what would it be and why? 

15. Are you honorable? How do you know? (University of Virginia)

16. Relate a personal experience that caused you to discern or refine a value that you hold. (University of Virginia) 

17. Describe a situation in which your values or beliefs were challenged. How did you react? (NYU)

18. What is your favorite word, and why? (University of Virginia)

19. Describe your most important academic accomplishment or intellectual experience to date. We don't want to know about test scores or course grades, rather we want to know about your creativity, your willingness to take intellectual risks or your affinity for scholarly endeavors. (MIT)

20. Describe an intellectual experience of the past two years that has given you great satisfaction. (Amherst)

21. Do you believe that your academic record accurately reflects your abilities? Explain. 

22. What confuses you most in life, and why? (University of Virginia)

23. If you were to look back on your high school years, what advice would you give to someone beginning their high school career? (Simmons)

24. Imagine that you are a "hero" or "heroine" for one day during any time period and under any circumstances. Write a creative essay describing your experience. (Notre Dame)

25. What is the best advice you ever received? Why? And did you follow it? (University of Pennsylvania)

26. You are about to write your future college roommate a letter. Please provide the roommate with a personal story that will give him/her some insight into your personality. (St. Mary¹s College, MD)

27. Tell one story about yourself that would best provide us, either directly or indirectly, with an insight into the kind of person you are. For example, the story can simply relate a personal experience, or a humorous anecdote; it can tell about an especially significant academic encounter or about an unusual test of character. The possibilities are unlimited (well, almost so). You choose. Just relax and write it. (Princeton)

28. Please provide information that you feel will give a more complete and accurate picture of yourself, e.g., background, personal philosophy or traits, goals, etc. Be sure to describe the influence of these factors. Please be concise and limit your response to one or two pages. (Pomona College)

29. What single adjective do you think would be most frequently used to describe you by those who know you best? Briefly explain. (Stanford)

30. If you were to describe yourself by a quotation, what would the quote be? Explain your answer. (Dartmouth)

31. Create a metaphor for yourself using something you would find in your kitchen or your garage. List as many similarities or relationships between yourself and this object as you can think of, then elaborate on this comparison in an essay. Why is this object a good representation of you? (adapted from U. of Chicago)

32. What have you undertaken or done on your own in the last year or two that has nothing to do with academic work? (Northwestern) 

33. If you could spend a year with any real or fictional person in the past, present, or future, whom would you choose? Why? (Kalamazoo College)

34. If you had the power to change three things in your community or in the world, what would you change and why? (Middle East Technical University in Turkey) 69.If you could change the course of a singular event in history, what event would you affect, and why? In addition, please provide insight on how you would implement your decision. (St. Mary¹s College, MD) 

35.If you could go back and change one day in your life, what would you change and why? (Santa Clara University)

36. Please write a personal journal entry as if the date were Sept. 20, 2030. (St. Mary¹s College, MD.)

37. It has been said [by Andy Warhol] that in the future everyone will be famous for fifteen minutes. Describe your fifteen minutes. (New York University)

38. Ask and answer the one important question which you wish we had asked. (Carleton College) 

 Or……..

Choose the essay prompt from a college to which you plan to apply this fall.

Indicate prompt here: ___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Tips for Writing:

· Your topic should be limited.  Make sure you are addressing the question.  While your essay should not be too long, it should not be too short either.  Five paragraphs is a good length (unless a specific length is indicated).  Try to worry about content and then the length.

· You don’t always have to look confident or certain about your future or your past.

· You can discuss your fears and weaknesses.

· Do not rehash a list of extracurricular activities.

· You want the admissions board to be captivated by and to remember your essay.

· Remember to be yourself.

· Be personal.  Don’t use a distant, academic tone or overuse the thesaurus to sound more intelligent.

· Your essay should have a strong introduction, body, and conclusion.

See Reflective Writing Rubric for expectations and criteria.

Good Luck!!! 

