[image: image1.wmf]





                                                                            December 7, 2011

Dear Parents/Guardians,


It is hard to believe that December is already here and Christmas is just around the corner. This year has sure gone quickly! The students have been working very hard on all of their classroom activities and it is good to see progress being made. Before we know it, Christmas holidays will be here.


During our Language Arts program we have been using the new Nelson Literacy kit to assist with developing various reading strategies in order to better understand the written material. Reading is more than just reading the written page. The students are expected to make predictions about the story they are going to read, supporting their answers with their own general knowledge, the title and any pictures. They are also asked to make connections about the story with their own lives, other text they have read and with the world. Also, the students will review grammar skills as well as determine different things within a story that the author has used for effect or to assist with oral reading (i.e. words in italics are usually read differently than other words).

In Writing we are presently focusing on the Persuasive text by studying various texts to determine what makes an effective piece of writing. We are using modeled and shared writing to learn the steps necessary to develop this form of writing. This form will continue through to the middle of January. 

In Math, we are just finishing up Data Management and will soon be working on Measurement focusing on conversion of metric measurement, telling time to the second, determining lapsed time, working with the twenty-four hour clock as well as studying time passage over months, weeks and days. 


In P.E. we have continued to focus on volleyball skills as well as playing co-operative games. Students are asked to have a spare pair of running shoes at school because the yard is getting muddier and they cannot wear their dirty outdoor wear in the gym. It is not safe for the students to be taking part in gym activities in inappropriate footwear. 


We are continuing with our study of Forces Acting on Structures in Science, completing various in class experiments using gears, levers and also studying natural disasters such as tornadoes and hurricanes. 

On the last day of school before the holidays, our class will be involved in various Christmas activities. As part of these activities, the students are invited to participate in a gift exchange as well as bring in games to play in the classroom throughout the day. 


I hope you and your family has a wonderful holiday and enjoys the much-deserved break! Enjoy your time together.


As always, if you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me at the school. The number is 519-882-2123.  Thanks again for all of your support. 










  Yours in education,








                                   Mrs. J. McGuire

�








