Hanover Park Regional High School District

WHIPPANY PARK HIGH SCHOOL

Summer Reading – 2009

COURSE TITLE:  LANGUAGE ARTS III - HONORS

THREE (3) REQUIRED TEXTS, PLUS ONE (1) SUPPLEMENTAL TEXT

#1
TITLE: 1984

AUTHOR: George Orwell


GENRE: Fiction

BLURB: 1984 (written in 1948 and published in 1949) represents Orwell’s disturbing attempt to warn of the perils of totalitarianism. In Orwell’s dark vision of the future, individuals possess no freedoms, no rights, and no privacy, as the prying “telescreens” of Big Brother occupy every corner of home and workplace. Though Orwell’s apocalyptic dystopia did not come to pass in the year 1984, modern readers cannot help but notice how Orwell’s warnings ring true today.

REQUIRED STUDENT RESPONSE (Due the first day of class):

Students may want to annotate and highlight the novel. In addition, students will complete an in-class timed write on this novel during the first two weeks of class for a test grade. Select one of the following activities to complete for the first day of school:

1. Select a short excerpt from 1984 in which Orwell seems to warn future generations of impending dangers. Then, write a one-page interpretation of the significance of this passage. Please include a quotation from the novel (with MLA citation); pinpoint the main threat Orwell depicts in this passage; and explain how Orwell dramatizes this threat (e.g. through hyperbole, imagery, metaphor, detail, etc.).

2. During his final encounter with O'Brien, Winston argues that, if all else fails, the inherent nature of the individual—the "spirit of man"—is strong enough to undermine a society such as that created by The Party. Write a one-page response explaining whether you agree or disagree with this contention. Is Winston's belief applicable to the modern world? Can you cite examples in recent history that support or dismiss Winston's belief in the resiliency and righteousness of the human spirit?

ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENT:  

1.  As you read, highlight, list, and define any unfamiliar vocabulary 

READ REVIEWS OF THIS BOOK AT:

      http://www.angelfire.com/pop/orwell/essay.html

      http://www.dooyoo.co.uk/printed-books/nineteen-eighty-four-georgeorwell/431421/

STUDY GUIDES:

      http://www.readinggroupguides.com/guides3/19841.asp#top

http://classiclit.about.com/od/nineteeneightyfour/a/aa_1984vocab.htm
#2
TITLE:   30 Days to a More Powerful Vocabulary – Revised Edition


AUTHOR:   Dr. Wilfred Funk & Norman Lewis


GENRE:  Non-fiction, reference

DESCRIPTION:  Exercises in expanding your vocabulary; engaging format

REQUIRED STUDENT ASSIGNMENT:  Complete the 15 minute per day exercises in your book.  
#3
TITLE The Elephant Man 

AUTHOR Christine Sparks 


GENRE Fiction 

DESCRIPTION 
John Merrick has lived for more than twenty years imprisoned in a horribly deformed body that condemns him to a life of squalor. Beneath the ugly exterior, John has the kind soul of a poet. When Dr. Treves brings him to a London hospital to study his “new specimen,” the doctor learns about the man beneath the gross deformity. This novel is about triumph over adversity and strength of the human spirit. 

REQUIRED STUDENT RESPONSE 
During the first unit, you will write a comparison/ contrast paper using The Elephant Man and Beowulf or Grendel.

SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS:  CHOOSE ONE

TITLE The Road from Coorain

AUTHOR Jill Ker Conway

GENRE Autobiography

DESCRIPTION

The first female president of Smith College, Jill Ker Conway was born and raised on an

Australian "station" or ranch. Raised with a "bush ethos," she overcame the constraints

against women in the first half of the twentieth century.

REQUIRED STUDENT RESPONSE

Students may be asked to complete an in-class timed write on this memoir during the first

two weeks of class for a test grade. Thus, you may want to consider annotating the

memoir.

In your annotations, consider your selected memoir as a "coming of age" story like The

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, To Kill a Mockingbird or Catcher in the Rye. Draw

comparisons to Huck or other young protagonists as part of your annotation. Consider

the universality of the memoirist’s experiences, the obstacles she overcomes, and the life

lessons she both learns and imparts to readers.

READ WEB RESOURCES FOR THIS BOOK AT

Review the material on this book at

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/masterpiece/coorain/tg_teaching.html
TITLE Hamlet’s Dresser

AUTHOR Bob Smith

GENRE Autobiography

DESCRIPTION

Growing up as a lonely adolescent in Stratford, Connecticut, Bob Smith turned to a series

of local stage productions at the American Shakespearean Festival to help him navigate

through a troubled boyhood. Heartbroken by his parents’ reaction to his younger sister’s

severe retardation, Smith sought and found refuge in Shakespeare’s plays and in working

behind stage to recreate the very dramas that seemed to bespeak his inner turmoil.

Hamlet’s Dresser tracks the healing transformation that literature can work on a willing

audience.

REQUIRED STUDENT RESPONSE

Students may be asked to complete an in-class timed write on this memoir during the first two

weeks of class for a test grade. Thus, you may want to consider annotating the memoir.

In your annotations, consider your selected memoir as a "coming of age" story like The

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, To Kill a Mockingbird or Catcher in the Rye. Draw

comparisons to Huck or other young protagonists as part of your annotation. Consider

the universality of the memoirist’s experience, the obstacles he overcomes, and the life

lessons he both learns and imparts to readers.

READ WEB RESOURCES FOR THIS BOOK AT

Review the material on this memoir at

http://archives.cnn.com/2002/SHOWBIZ/books/07/10/hamlets.dresser/index.html

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9802E1DF1E3BF933A05756C0A9649C

8B63

