	
	Literary Terms and Devices

Define each term and provide an example that enables you to comprehend the use of the term/device.  Use online sources and your textbook.   Keep this list in your notes for easy reference.  Your goal is to not only learn unfamiliar terms but to use these terms and devices in your writing and discussions.


	
	

	
	Allegory
	
	

	
	Allusion 

Anaphora

Anti-hero

Antithesis
	
	

	
	Apostrophe 

Archetype
	
	

	
	Aristotle's Poetics 
	
	

	
	Aside 

Ballad
	
	

	
	Bildungsroman 
	
	

	
	Blank Verse 
	
	

	
	Caesura 
	
	

	
	Chivalric Romance 
	
	

	
	Comedy (Shakesperean) 
	
	

	
	Conceit 

Confidant
	
	

	
	Deus ex Machina 
	
	

	
	Dramatic Irony 
	
	

	
	Dramatic Monologue 

Dystopian 
	
	

	
	Elegy

Epilogue 
	
	

	
	Epic 
	
	

	
	Epic Hero (5 traits) 
	
	

	
	Epigraph 

Epistolary

Euphemism
Example

Exemplum
	
	

	
	Existentialism 

Fable
	
	

	
	Fabliau 

Foil
	
	

	
	Free Verse 
	
	

	
	Great Chain of Being

Hegelian Dialect

Heroic couplet 
	
	

	
	Horatian Satire 
	
	

	
	Hyperbole 
	
	

	
	Iambic Pentameter 
	
	

	
	Imagery 
	
	

	
	Juvenalian Satire 
	
	

	
	Kenning

Lais 

Legend

Listing

Litotes
	
	

	
	Lyric 
	
	

	
	Masque 

Medieval Romance

Metaphor
	
	

	
	Metonymy 
	
	

	
	Mock Epic 

Mood
	
	

	
	Motif 
	
	

	
	Ode
	
	

	
	Overstatement

Paradox 

Pastoral

Pathetic Fallacy
	
	

	
	Personification 

Picaresque
	
	

	
	Pun 

Repetition

Simile
	
	

	
	Situational Irony 
	
	

	
	Soliloquy

Sonnet 

   * Petrarchan (Italian)

   * Shakespearean 
	
	

	
	Stream of Consciousness 

Symbol
	
	

	
	Synechdoche
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Theater of the Absurd 

Theme

Tone

Tragicomedy
	
	

	
	Tragic Hero 
	
	

	
	Understatement 

Verbal Irony

Versification
Verisimilitude

	
	


