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Ms. Meskill
The Catcher in the Rye - Final Writing Assessment

January 2011
At the conclusion of the class reading of The Catcher in the Rye, you are now prepared to tackle an analysis of the protagonist, Holden Caulfield. 

Choose one of the following assignments and write a carefully crafted, researched, and documented response.  All responses will be in MLA format, double spaced and be at least two (2) pages in length. 

1.  As Holden’s psychiatrist, answer this question: To what extent is Holden emotionally

mature. (Since you are arguing a level, you would likely include an argument for why he

doesn’t reach a specific level. For example, argue for levels 1-4, and against level 5.) Provide

a diagnosis according to your observations regarding his overall emotional maturity. Refer to

the hand-out on Menniger’s levels of emotional maturity. (Be sure you read the “Note” below.)

2.  As a member of the English Department, you are trying to persuade the school board to adopt

this novel as required reading for 11th grade American Literature (both Honors and College Prep).

Write the speech you will deliver. See “suggestions” below regarding refuting arguments.

3.  As one of Holden’s teacher (or principal), complete a recommendation form for the boarding

school that Holden has applied to. Refer to the additional handout for content ideas.

Some guidelines and suggestions

·  Really think about the topics. A seemingly simple topic may be harder to support. Make

sure you can support your position.

· You may write in first person or third person, whichever is more suitable for your topic.

· You may use any type of essay format as long as the format is appropriate and is

organized in a logical, understandable, and effective manner. In writing an argumentative

essay, you can also refute opposing arguments.

· Supporting evidence must be smoothly incorporated. (I suggest not starting your sentence

with a quote.) Additionally, it should come from throughout the novel.

· There is no maximum page/word/paragraph requirement. However, make certain that your

position is fully developed and that your paper contains only relevant information. (Since

the 5 paragraph essay was introduced years ago, a 5 paragraph essay would be seen as

“below average” for a last essay in Honors American Lit.) I will not answer your question

about how long or how many quotes. Consider the default grade to be a “C”—that is, when

you turn it in, I’m expecting average work and reading your essay will convince me whether

to move your score up or down.

· There is no requirement for additional research, however it would likely add to your essay

(in many cases) as a third form of support. 
· The paper is worth 100 points (and must be typed).

· The paper must be turned in by JANUARY 31, 2011 . Any paper received after the beginning of
class, regardless of reason, will be lowered 10% per calendar day. Absent students may

email the essay but it must be time-stamped by the beginning of class on the due date. Upon

returning to class, an identical hard copy is to be turned in.

· Budget your time and plan ahead, especially if you will need to meet with me.

Criteria of Emotional Maturity

(as established by Dr. William Menninger, M.D.)  Please consider researching Dr. William Menninger for more information!
NOTE: According to Menninger, these stages are progressive. For example, before truly

reaching emotional maturity level 6, levels 1-5 must first be reached. Levels can’t be skipped.

1. Having the ability to deal constructively with reality

2. Having the capacity to adapt to change

3. Having a relative freedom from symptoms that are produced by tensions and anxieties

4. Having the capacity to find more satisfaction in giving than receiving

5. Having the capacity to relate to other people in a consistent manner with mutual satisfaction and helpfulness

6. Having the capacity to direct one’s instinctive hostile energy into creative constructive outlets

7. Having the capacity to love

8. Living for a cause rather than dying for it (NOTE: J.D. Salinger’s ultimate level, not Menninger’s)
Boarding School Application – must be proper block letter format (research proper format, especially including a creative letterhead for the your high school and a proper address for the Betterman Boarding School).


Dear Teacher or Administrator,
Holden Caulfield has applied to the Betterman Boarding School. Please complete this

recommendation as truthfully as possible. We are especially interested in the asterisked

categories. Include specific references to support your views.
· Candidate’s name

· Age

· Name of parent or guardian

· Gender

· Address, City, State

· Attendance record

· Physical appearance

· Academic record

*Attentiveness in class

*Intellectual ability

 
*English (spelling, language usage, favorite books, essay writing, etc.) or Oral Comm.

· Character and personality evaluation

 *Peer relationships (interaction with others)

 *Leadership abilities

 *Perseverance

 *Concern for others

 *Emotional maturity

· Other comments, observations, thoughts, concerns, etc about the candidate

· Overall assessment of the candidate’s potential
· Your name, signature, and date


Helpful resources – please check with Mrs. Perkins for library reference material.
PSYCHOLOGY

•      Dictionary of Behavioral Science.

· insanity (adolescent, affective, legal, moral, normal)

· schizophrenia (childhood)

· psychosexual immaturity

· neurosis

•      Concise Dictionary of Psychology. See “psychosis”. 

•      Other Psychology dictionaries 

•      Personality tests

· www.2h.com

· http://keirsey.com
CENSORSHIP – refuting the argument in favor of placing the novel on the curricula reading lists
• Anticipate why a novel might be seen as inappropriate by referencing a book on censored  books , locate support for censorship – anecdotal, valid research, etc.
WORKS CITED and DOCUMENTATION
Consult:    http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/    for information on any of the following.
· MLA Formatting and Style Guide
· MLA In-Text Citations: The Basics
· MLA Formatting Quotations
· MLA Footnotes and Endnotes
· MLA Works Cited Page: Basic Format
· MLA Works Cited Page: Books
· MLA Works Cited: Periodicals
· MLA Works Cited: Electronic Sources
· MLA Works Cited: Other Common Sources
· MLA Additional Resources
· MLA Abbreviations
· MLA Sample Works Cited Page
· MLA Sample Paper
· MLA Tables, Figures, and Examples
· MLA PowerPoint Presentation
Generating a Works Cited page through an online ‘creator’:
Easy Bib :    http://www.easybib.com/
Son of Citation Machine:  http://citationmachine.net/
Life 123:    http://www.life123.com/question/Mla-Documentation-for-Websites
