Language Arts III
The Catcher in the Rye
Analysis of Chapters 13 – 16

GROUPS OF 4

List one interesting situation or event in each chapter that contributes to your understanding of Holden’s increasingly deteriorating, self-destructive behavior, locate and cite a passage to support the interesting event.  Consider the following thematic ideas and how one or more of these intertwine with Holden’s actions and thoughts:

Innocence




Family




Loss




Betrayal




Alienation

Adolescence

Maturity (or immaturity)

Failure

Sexual experience / frustration

Chapter 13:

Chapter 14:

Chapter 15:

Chapter 16:

Discuss the incident with the boy who sings “Catcher in the Rye” and how Holden interprets the song.  What does this reveal about Holden in relation to the thematic ideas above?
