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NAME

LANGUAGE ARTS III – 131

 Research Paper Schedule

All components noted below are due on the date posted. Each component is worth 10 points. Late work will  receive a 2 point deduction for each day late.  Incomplete components will not receive credit until completed – with late deductions applied as noted above.  Late = being unprepared during class time.  Lack of preparation due to forgetting material, losing it in email, mysterious computer malfunctions, not understanding the assignment, presenting it at any time after your scheduled class, and assorted personal crises (excluding documented issues) are NOT acceptable excuses for late material.  NO EMAIL SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED.     

You will receive a check for each component with my initials and date. Turn in this form with your completed Research Paper.  

_______
January 29
#1 – Novel selection________________________________________

_______
February 26     #2 & 3 - Complete reading and note-taking – Journal/Note Cards due

_______
March 5,8,9,10   #4, 5, & 6 -  Preliminary Research (2 days of Library research and 




independent research) – Journal/Note Cards and photocopies/print 





outs of research material; minimum of 5 secondary sources with 





annotations and citations at this time.

_______
March 
11
#7 – Three (3) thesis statement drafts with three (3) key ideas for each thesis 



statement. Typed, MLA format (Peer review)

_______
March 12 
#8 – Full thesis paragraph.  Typed, MLA format (Peer review)

_______
March 15 
#9 – Full outline – Typed, proper format, including use of research sources and 



novel.  Additional research sources will be checked.
…




_______
March 19
#10 – Two (2) full pages of rough draft based on outline, Typed, MLA format 



(Peer review)

_______
March 26  
#10 – FULL ROUGH DRAFT, including Cover Page, Paper, & Works Cited 



with annotations for 2 sources.  (2 days of Peer review)

_______
March 29
#11 & 12 – FINAL MANUSCRIPT DUE – Refer to Check List and ensure 



that all required components are submitted on time to avoid penalty of 10 




points deducted from the final paper for each day late.

_______
March 29
Celebration ☺
· You may complete any portion of this assignment early and advance to the next component.

· Sufficient class time will be devoted to all of the scheduled research assignments.

· Schedule an individual conference with me at any time during the research and writing process.

Step-by-Step Guidelines for writing a Language Arts III – 131 Research Paper
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Choosing a novel to read and write about is the first step. (for review)
Research two or three authors - looking at their works, the literary period in which they wrote, and interesting themes in order to assess and choose a story as the focus of your project.  

IMPORTANT:  This project is not a report or a story review - it is to be an original paper applying critical analysis and research of a topic of your choice pertaining to a social issue in America. I.e., politics, religion, education, family, gender, discrimination (racism, ageism, sexuality, gender, social class), abuse (drug, domestic), violence (domestic, gang-related), financial, and so on.  

*  YOUR PAPER WILL HAVE A THESIS.  THIS MEANS THAT YOU WILL BE LOOKING FOR AN INTERSTING TOPIC, WHICH WILL BE THE FOCUS OF YOUR PAPER.   

Choose a story and author that is of interest to you, and consider the content of the story before committing yourself to a particular work.
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Read the text  (and write a citation for it)
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Take notes while reading –  Create a Research Journal or use lined Index Cards (which you should keep in a protective container. (for review)  It is important to apply Active Reading Strategies, questioning what the author's purpose is in telling the story, and determining his or her main point (theme).  When taking notes, avoid plot summary.  Refer to the example below as a means of separating the characters and plot in your story from the actual theme(s).  Do pay attention to conflicts – they reveal a great deal about themes.  Keep a list of key conflicts; describe them without using characters or literal details from the story.  Add your thoughts or comments as they relate to social issues.   
Example:
1.  Story annotation/abstract:    "Dr. Heidegger's Experiment" by Nathaniel Hawthorne explores human behavior and  psychological aspects of personality and human nature.  Additionally, Hawthorne raises questions about people's reaction to being able to literally go back to an earlier time in life with the caution that they would be wise to think about their past behaviors. This experiment demonstrated that people do not take advantage of learning from their past mistakes.

2.    Write down any thoughts or questions that directly or indirectly reflects on a social issue in America (everything in human nature is socially &/or culturally related).    If people have the chance to relive an earlier period of their lives, what would they do differently? – or do people simply repeat past mistakes.  What makes people repeat past mistakes?  Do people really learn from their mistakes?  Is personality and behavior determined by the society in which we live - by educational experience, by family upbringing, by social expectations?  Do men always respond to women based on appearance and vice versa.  What are the causes of attraction; are they chemical (biological)?
3.   Think about what type of material you would look for as secondary sources (research).   Suggestions:  Psychology/Medical texts and journals; history of particular time periods – social and cultural, including customs, family values, politics, social status, etc.    Make note of any effective passages from the story that can be used in your paper.   

        You're not at the stage of developing a thesis just yet, so be patient.
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Research (Preliminary):  After compiling your notes on the story in your Journal or on Note Cards, begin 

      researching your story to gain further understanding of themes and interesting aspects of the story.  
Look for:

· Background information on the author -  1 to 2 sources

· Information on the story:  critical commentary and reviews – 1 to 2 sources

· Information on issues:  choosing one particular issue and researching 2 to 3 sources
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Take notes on all sources you research in your Research Journal or Cards using MLA citation

               guidelines. (for review)   Dedicate 2 pages per source, write your citation and article title at the top of the page.
        Include a brief annotation about the source under each MLA citation.  You will need a minimum of 6-8  

        sources (total) for the research portion of your project.  AND – YOU CAN ONLY CITE

        SOURCES THAT YOU INCLUDE IN YOUR PAPER.  THERFORE, TAKE SPECIAL CARE TO READ and

        EVALUATE THE USEFULNESS OF EACH SOURCE.  Please note that you will likely need additional 

        research after you have developed your thesis. 

                              An annotation is a brief summary of the information contained in the source noting the information   

                                     significant for your purposes.  Do not provide a summary of, for example, an entire article - simply   

                                     summarize the portion applicable to your needs.

· Add your comments and reflections – Is there anything that grabs your interest and causes you to ask "why" a particular action or situation is significant; is there something about a particular issue that you want to better understand.   Form questions that evolve into research and thesis ideas.
· As you read your research sources, highlight interesting passages, pay attention to quotable material.
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 Photocopy all journal articles from research sources or print out database or Internet articles 

    that you intend to use. (for review)  These will be handed in with your final manuscript
     Caution – remember that everything you read will not be used in your paper, so again, don't waste time

                     printing or photocopying sources that you will not use.  If you have taken notes and entered  

                    citations in your journal or on cards, you can always go back to find a source later that may not have 

                    seemed relevant early in the research process.  The goal is not to collect sources, the objective is to

                    find material that you will actually use.  ALL sources will be checked carefully!
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Draft a thesis statement that reflects the focus of your paper. (for review and approval)

    Refer to "Developing A Thesis Statement" handout.  Start with what you've written about your story and 

    what you've learned from your research (in your notes).  Develop 3 Research Questions.  Refer to #3 above.

    Example: * From "Dr. Heidegger's Experiment" I learned that people have the opportunity to change but usually repeat 

                       past mistakes.
                    * Question:  Why do people make the same mistakes over and over again?
                    * Possible Thesis:  When dating, teenagers choose boy friends (or girl friends) based on physical attraction. 
                     You do not need to justify a direct connection to the short story as you develop your thesis. Notice how 

                     loosely the thesis idea can be related to the short story.

· 3 sub-topics to explore that are related to your thesis statement

1. Girls choose certain types of boys. (research teen dating practices)
2.  Consequences of choosing boyfriends based on appearance.  (research abusive relationships, etc.)

3.  Education, family, and social factors influence dating practices. (research different perspectives)

Your thesis statement is like a declaration of your belief. The main portion of your paper will consist of arguments to support and defend this belief. 
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Draft a full thesis paragraph (for review) that clearly states your thesis and main ideas.  Begin with an interesting topic sentence – use an interesting quote, or a strong comment about your subject.  Avoid starting with a rhetorical question or the always boring "In the short story "…..", the theme of ….. is explored". 

       You will need to do additional research as your purpose is clarified.  It is absolutely OKAY to revise your thesis, 

       to modify your key points, and to locate research materials that suit your goal.  

· Surf the Internet and Media for interesting stories relating to your topic – now you can use magazines, television programs, movies, government publications, music lyrics, and other sources, IN ADDITION TO the short story, and the factual and scholarly research material that validates the use of examples from commercial sources.  All sources must be properly cited in-text and on your Works Cited page.
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Write an outline, sketching out your paper and including your research. (for review)

    Refer to "Developing an Outline" handout.

    ****  You may again find that you need to revise your plan – additional research or rephrasing of your thesis – as you 

            consider how your ideas and research begin to fit together.
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Write a rough draft of your paper. (for review and peer editing)

      Begin drafting the paper - using the secondary sources (quotes, paraphrasing) and include appropriate 

      in-text citations.  Rely on your outline.  (2-pages of rough draft are required before the full draft is due)

♦    Writing style:  Use a serious tone and appropriate formal, standard English.

AVOID:  Contractions, idioms, sarcasm, and slang (unless in cited material), as well as "I think", "you will see".

· INTRODUCTION:  Begin with a clear introductory paragraph, which introduces your thesis and relevant content material you will present in the body of your paper. Indicate why this topic is significant. 

· BODY:  Organize subsequent paragraphs with clear topic sentences followed by supporting commentary and analysis, as well as useful quotes or paraphrased material from your research. 

· Include at least two references to your Short Story that tie into a point you are discussing - cite quotes or paraphrased material.

· Ensure smooth transition from one paragraph to the next.  

· Several paragraphs per topic are appropriate in order to fully discuss each topic.

· Short block quotes are used effectively to demonstrate a key point and usefulness is carefully noted.

· Comparison and contrasts are appropriate within the body of the paper, and require commentary/analysis with accompanying evidence from your research. 

· Persuasive writing is appropriate within the body of your paper; use of point and counter point demonstrates thorough analysis of a topic, carefully documented.  

· CONCLUSION:  Conclusions demonstrate a clear summation of your topic analysis, explaining why or how you have arrived at the point of validating your thesis.  DO NOT RESTATE YOUR THESIS PARAGRAPH AND AVOID ENDING WITH A QUESTION OR 'FLOWERY' PROSE.  Tip:  Write a brief summary of your paper, explaining what it's about and why it's important (without saying it's important), and you're on the way to a great conclusion.

Written text should be 4-6 pages in length (consider this:  4-6 pages are roughly 15 paragraphs – double spaced!)

Standard MLA format throughout

Footnotes may be incorporated as explanatory notes only, and only if necessary.  

Works Cited page - including two annotated bibliographic notes (those journal entries come in handy!)  Last page.

    Sources:   Primary text (short story), 2 print sources (non-Internet – journals, reference texts), 3 or more Internet 

                      retrieved sources (database, media, other)   TOTAL:  6 OR MORE

Cover page - appropriate for Research Papers - MLA format only (do not use MLA heading used for short papers)

Proper pagination, beginning on the first page of written text, which is page 2…. Smith 2.  The Cover page is page 1.  

SAMPLE RESEARCH PAPER WILL BE POSTED ON SCHOOLNOTES IN 'ATTACHMENTS'

OPTIONAL (Extra Credit +3): Include a graph or illustration embedded in your text, properly labeled as Fig. 1 with a brief caption and referenced in your paper on the same page.

SCHEDULE A CONFERENCE WITH MS. MESKILL TO DISCUSS ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS.
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PLAGIARISM – It is a serious academic offense for a student knowingly to represent as one's own any idea or expression of an idea or work of another in any academic work.  
Simple guidelines to avoid plagiarism in writing a Research Paper.

1.  Cite all sources, whether paraphrased or quoted.  Simply include a parenthetical citation in the text and include the source in your Works Cited.  Introduce material by indicating where it came from or who said it, citing a page number when appropriate in a parenthetical citation.  When you introduce quoted or paraphrased material by identifying the source, you need only include it in the Works Cited.  

2.  Do not, under any circumstances, copy and paste or reprint in an entirety any material from a published source for the purpose of submitting it as your own words.  Please keep in mind that your English teacher knows your writing style and vocabulary well enough to discern your written expression of ideas from that of an un-named source.  

3.  WHEN IN DOUBT, CONSULT YOUR TEACHER.
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 Revise for Final Draft (the completed manuscript) – save a copy on your computer or memory stick

1. Is my Introduction clear, presenting my thesis and main ideas in a logical and well-written manner?

2. Have I covered all of my keys points thoroughly, providing details in well-organized paragraphs of at least 5 sentences each?

3. Have I checked my outline to ensure that I included everything I planned to include?

4. Have I properly cited my sources in MLA format, both parenthetically and in paraphrasing within the paper?

5. Is my conclusion carefully crafted to validate the goal of my paper?  Does is clearly coincide with my thesis?

6. I have no more than two block quotes of direct quotation and each is no longer than 4 lines.

7. Are my sentences well-written, varying in style, and avoiding repetition of ideas and phrases?

8. Have I checked wording to ensure that I have used appropriate diction and phrasing?

9. Is my punctuation and capitalization correct, including quotations?  Smith said, "Check carefully!" (42).

10. Is my grammar carefully edited – verb-subject agreement, verb-tense agreement, no mixed tenses?

11. Did I check pronoun-antecedent agreement?  

12. Are my sentences free of run-ons and fragments?

13. Have I used third-person throughout the paper, in order to ensure objectivity?  An occasional "we" is okay, but subjective "I" and the ambiguous "you" or "they" in YOUR commentary is not appropriate in a Research Paper.  

14. Is my Works Cited page properly formatted, and are all sources in alphabetical order?

15. Have I checked to make sure that all of my sources included in my Works Cited are used in my paper?

16. Is my Cover Page properly formatted?
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THE FINAL MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION 

_____  All material in a large envelope with your name, paper title, and date on the front

_____  COMPLETED CHECK LIST (with instructor's initials)

_____  The final paper (Cover page, 6-8 page typed paper, Works Cited page – single staple top left corner)

_____  Rough draft – marked up copy, peer edited

_____  Full Typed Outline – marked up copy as changes were made

_____  Research Journal or Note Cards – with research notes/annotations and bibliographic notations

_____  Photocopies and Print outs of all research sources, including novel, cited in the paper

