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LANGUAGE ARTS III – 131 – AMERICAN LITERATURE
Ms. Meskill, Room 106

jmeskill@hpreg.org
SchoolNotes:  http://new.schoolnotes.com/xpages/view/100130/1   (bookmark!)

"Whenever you are asked if you can do a job, tell 'em, 'Certainly I can!' Then get busy and find out how to do it."

~ Theodore Roosevelt 
Course Overview:


This course of study is designed to reinforce and continue to develop the thinking and communication skills taught in Language Arts II.  The course focuses upon an in-depth study of American Literature dealing with the works of American authors from a thematic, historical, or literary approach.  Reading comprehension will be emphasized, and vocabulary development will be continued.  Formal composition will be stressed.  In addition, a study of research skills will culminate in documented essays, writing projects, and research project.


Where appropriate, film and the use of film techniques will be integrated.

Goals:


The goal is to provide an opportunity for growth with an extended background in literature, composition, vocabulary, and research techniques.  The course will then establish the groundwork for similar advanced approaches in the senior year and, ultimately, will produce students who are articulate and accurate in their use of language.  Students who are able to achieve success at the highest possible level will be able to demonstrate their progress on the HSPA and the SAT.  

Primary Texts and Materials:

Elements of Literature, Fifth Course, Essentials of American Literature, 2005

Vocabulary Workshop, Fifth Course, Hold, Rinehart, & Winston
Supplemental handouts 

*Notebook with pockets or loose leaf notebook

*pens/pencils
*Access to computer with Microsoft Word and Internet/database research

*thumb-drive

*add your name to SchoolNotes ‘notify me’ list
Annotated Timeline and Content:

First Semester
· Summer Reading assessment - essay
· HSPA preparation - integrated through course work and HSPA sample material
· SAT vocabulary and preparation - integrated throughout the year in course work and SAT sample material
· Selections from the anthology commencing with early philosophies and writing styles of American authors, including all genres:  short stories, essays, novels, poetry, biography/memoir, and drama

· Additional texts:  The Crucible, Catcher in the Rye, 4 additional works to be determined
· Minimum of ten units from vocabulary text, SAT vocabulary resources
· Writing:  essays, journals, writing workshops

Second Semester

· Research paper - Social Issue - requiring supplemental reading selection

· Selections from anthology - continuation of study of American literature and literary movements 
· The Glass Menagerie

· Our Town

· Death of a Salesman

· Streetcar Named Desire

· The Great Gatsby
· Minimum of ten units from vocabulary text

· Two or more supplemental novels

· Writing:  essays, journals, writing workshops
 Teacher Policies:

1.  Complete all assignments by due dates

2.  Essay/Projects = 100 points, Homework = 5 points

3.  Late essays and homework will receive reductions in credit:  Essays - minus 10 points, homework - minus 2 

     In the event of absence on the day a paper/homework is due, it must be handed in on the day you return to school 
     for full credit.    

4.  Tests/quizzes:  Tests = 100 points, quizzes = 50 points

5.  Schedule make-up tests/quizzes for any time, except during class time, within two days of your return from 
     absence.
6.  Writing prompts = 10 points each 

7.  Class participation:  Your thoughts and opinions are valued in an atmosphere of academic and personal enrichment.  

     An aphorism from Benjamin Franklin: "Hide not your talents, they for use were made. What's a sun-dial in the shade?"
     MP = 20 points possible (teacher assessment)
8.  Grading policy: Point system based on total number of assessments and their related values.  This includes   

     tests/quizzes, essays/projects, homework, Journals/Writing Prompts and class participation. 

     Ex.:   750 pts. earned / 800 total in a given Marking Period  = .9375 =  94 or A

9.  Extra Credit - Each test will include an extra credit question (value <5 points).  Additional extra credit assignments 

     will be determined.

10. Collaborative Projects will be assessed for individual and group grades

Conferences:

Please schedule to see me either before or after school, or during non-teaching periods if you have questions/concerns or need assistance with Language Arts III coursework.  My schedule is posted in Room 106.  

Classroom Routine:
1.  All homework will be posted on the board and online. 

2.  Upon entering class, please take out your notebook and textual materials in preparation to begin daily work.

3.  Homework and other assignments will be collected/reviewed at the start of each class.

4.  All tests will be announced one week in advance. 

5.  Quizzes will be announced at least one day in advance.  
6.  Essays/Projects will be assigned in writing and will include detailed scoring rubrics and due dates.

7.  All essays will undergo peer editing of drafts.

8.  Teacher will request a re-write of any essay receiving a grade of "C" or lower.

