LANGUAGE ARTS III - 130 – Honors – British Literature
Ms. Meskill, Room 106

jmeskill@hpreg.org
SchoolNotes:  http://new.schoolnotes.com/xpages/view/1202/1  (bookmark!)
“Of all the diversions of life, there is none so proper to fill up its empty spaces as the reading of useful and entertaining authors.”

Joseph Addison (1672-1719) English essayist, poet, and dramatist.
Primary texts:  Literature - The British Tradition and handouts from A Writer's Reader. 
Additional Course Materials:  Handouts: vocabulary/grammar, Study Guides; Novels; SchoolNotes
SEPTEMBER

Summer Reading #1 – due 1st day – Essay on summer reading (writing prompt)
                                     Review and In-class writing assessment on 1984 – end of week 1
Summer Reading #2 -  Review and Writing Prompt on The Elephant Man – due beginning of week 3
Summer Reading #3 -  Autobiography selection discussions and analysis

Summer Reading #4 -  Vocabulary – use continuously

Formal study of British Literature will commence following discussions of summer reading.  We will begin with a focus on Language & Composition skills in preparation for in-depth study of selected course material.
* denotes essentials in each marking period.  You will write at least two essays per marking period, complete assignments, and enhance your note taking skills.  There will be quizzes and an exam at the conclusion of each literary period unit.  Vocabulary and grammar will be assessed weekly or bi-weekly.  Additionally, there will be collaborative and independent projects, as well as formal speeches and persuasive arguments. Exam will generally be of the AP style format (challenging multiple choices and writing prompts).

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER   (PSAT/NMSQT – 10/17)
The Anglo-Saxon Period (449-1066)


Background, language & genre


"The Seafarer"


Beowulf excerpts

            Grendel excerpts, Gardner 

            Quizzes*

            Writing Prompts*

            Essays and exam*

            Selected readings from supplemental texts and primary texts*

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
The Medieval Period (1066-1485


Background, language & genre

            Sir Gawain and the Green Knight


Everyman


The Canterbury Tales, Chaucer


 INDEPENDENT NOVEL SELECTION – for Research Project
DECEMBER/JANUARY  (Commence Research Project)

The English Renaissance (1485-1625)


Background, language & genre

            Renaissance poetry - sonnets by Sidney, Marlow, Spencer, Raleigh, Shakespeare


            Macbeth, Shakespeare

JANUARY/FEBRUARY (Mid-terms)
The Seventeenth Century (1625-1660)


Background, language & genre


Poetry by Donne, Marvell, Johnson, Herrick


Analyzing and writing poetry


The Puritan Age

            Poetry and Prose by Milton and Bunyan


RESEARCH PAPER DUE FEBRUARY 
FEBRUARY/MARCH

The Restoration and the Eighteenth Century (1660-1798)


Background, language & genre


The Age of Pope and Swift


Pre-Romantic Poetry - Burns, Blake

MARCH/APRIL (HSPA)
The Romantic Age (1798-1832)


Background, language & genre


Poetry by Wordsworth, Byron, Keats

            Intro to Gothic Literature - Frankenstein, Shelley

APRIL

The Victorian Age (1833-1901)


Background, language & genre

            Jane Eyre, Bronte; Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde, Stevenson
            Poetry by R. Browning, EB Browning, Hardy, others


Prose by Stevenson, Dickens

MAY & JUNE   (AP Exams, Final Exam)
The Modern Period & Contemporary Writers (1901-2009)

Background, language & genre            


Prose selections (short stories) by DH Lawrence, Orwell, Joyce, Woolf, others


Novel selection

Poetry by Yeats, Eliot, Thomas, Larkin, Hughes, Smith, Heaney, others

Approximately one month will be devoted to each of the above units.  Specific details will be outlined on bi-weekly syllabi.

In addition, you will be required to write a formal research paper based on a novel of your choice from a list to be provided.  The reading will be completed on your time in addition to regular classroom work.  The project will commence in December, when texts will be selected, and final manuscripts will be submitted at the end of February.
Personal Materials and Responsibilities:

Notebook and writing implements, memory stick, working e-mail address, access to computer and printer, add your name to SchoolNotes “notify me” list.
