PSAT/NMSQT -   What's on the Test?

The PSAT/NMSQT includes five sections:

Two 25-minute critical reading sections
Two 25-minute math sections
One 30-minute writing skills section 

The whole test requires two hours and 10 minutes.

Critical Reading
Two 25-minute critical reading sections = 48 questions

· 13 Sentence completions 

· 35 Critical reading questions 

Math
Two 25-minute math sections = 38 questions

· 28 multiple-choice math questions 

· 10 Student-produced responses or grid-ins 

Students are advised to bring a calculator with which they are comfortable. Students should have basic knowledge of 4 math categories:

· Numbers and Operation 

· Algebra and Functions (but not 3rd year level math that may appear on the new SAT) 

· Geometry and Measurement 

· Data Analysis, Statistics and Probability 

Writing Skills
One 30-minute writing section = 39 questions

· 14 Identifying sentence errors 

· 20 Improving sentences 

· 5 Improving paragraph questions 

These multiple-choice questions on writing skills measure a student's ability to express ideas effectively in standard-written English, to recognize faults in usage and structure, and to use language with sensitivity to meaning.

SAT PREPARATION – THIS TEST VARIES FROM THE PSAT

Critical Reading 

	Time
	Question Types
	Score

	70 min. 
(two 25-min. sections and one 20-min. section)
	Passage-based reading and sentence completion
	200-800


The SAT critical reading section gives you a chance to show how well you understand what you read. There are two types of multiple-choice questions in the critical reading section:

Sentence completion questions test your vocabulary and your understanding of sentence structure. (19 questions) 

Passage-based reading questions test your comprehension of what is stated in or implied by the passage, not your prior knowledge of the topic. (48 questions) 

Writing

	Time
	Question Types
	Score

	60 min. (two 25-min. sections and one 10-min. section) 
	Multiple choice questions (35 min.) and student-written essay (25 min.)
	200-800

The essay is worth 30% of this score


Here's what you'll find in the writing section:

· The SAT® begins with an essay. You'll be asked to present and support a point of view on a specific issue. Because you have only 25 minutes, your essay is not expected to be polished—it is meant to be a first draft. 
· THERE IS NO ESSAY ON THE PSAT/NMSQT
· The SAT writing section also includes three types of multiple-choice questions: 

· Improving sentences (25 questions) 

· Identifying sentence errors (18 questions) 

· Improving paragraphs (6 questions) 
