CHALLENGING IDEALS & REVEALING SYMBOLISM
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A MEDIEVAL ROMANCE POEM

OBJECTIVES: Read and understand each of the following:

1. Medieval Romance - definition

2. The role of religious values – The Pentangle Shield

3. Code of Chivalry

4. Courtly Love

5. Symbolism

6.  Theme(s)

7.    Satire and Irony, as well as other literary devices and figurative language

GOALS:  Through study of the medieval romance, identify, discuss, and analyze the accepted ideals and the challenges to these ideals.  Connect to contemporary ideals and challenge them.  Analyze symbolism through imagery or  Present an Ideal and Challenge it.

SCHEDULE:  

Assigned:  11/12/09

Decision on Project Option:  11/13/09

Research Days:  11/13, 11/16, 11/17

Presentations Due:  11/19 (order of presentation will be determined by random selection)

OPTION 1:   SOLO PROJECT:  SYMBOLISM COLLAGE

Objective:  Understanding and Interpreting Symbolism through Imagery

Project:  Develop/create a collage depicting a symbolic element in Sir Gawain and The Green Knight. 

1. Choose an entity or theme from the story and create a collage.  For example, entities such as Sir Gawain's shield, The Green Knight, or themes such as "The Beheading Game," codes of conduct, adhering to or failing to adhere to codes of conduct all lend themselves to interesting interpretation, rich in symbolism, which can be represented in a variety of ways.  The objective is to interpret the symbolic meaning, not necessarily to reproduce the image.

2. Collect pictures/illustrations from magazines, newspapers, computers, or other forms of graphics, as well as words, quotes, captions (either preprinted or created).

3. Consider what form your collage will take.  You may choose, for example to represent Sir Gawain's shield by arranging your graphics in the shape of a shield, organizing your selected material in patterns symbolic of those items discussed in the text.  We know the shield has religious and knightly significance.  What types of pictures could you use to reflect the symbolic significance?  Consider materials that depict medieval or contemporary elements of your theme/entity.  Be creative.

4. Write a summary describing/explaining your collage.  About one page in length.

5. Present and explain your collage to the class.

Collage Size:  Half or full poster size

OPTION 2:  GROUP PROJECT – CHALLENGING A SOCIAL IDEAL USING SATIRE

Sir Gawain learns that his perceptions of the Code of Chivalry represented adhering to a set of ideals which were impossible to measure up to.  Although he goes through a series of challenges to test his strength of character, the conclusion presents a satirical view of taking such ideals so seriously, even to the point of mockingly exposing those who believe in such ideals as somewhat ignorant and naïve.  The so-called weakest knight ends up being the strongest – both morally and ethically.  Irony abounds as we discover knights are not all they are made out to be.  

The Green Knight becomes something of a voice of reason, whose “games” tempt the hapless participant into discovering a valuable lesson.  

Step aside from the literal story and recognize the thematic focus – the main idea that explores some aspect of human nature.  

·  Choose a subject about which you can challenge the validity of ideals.  Examples:  super models are perfect, wearing name-brand clothing is a symbol of status, being thin is beautiful, and other topics of interest in our contemporary world that challenge us to question who can live up to such ideals.

· Develop a thesis, a thesis paragraph, determine your major points to be covered, establish support (valid evidence – not your subjective view USE AT LEAST TWO SECONDARY SOURCES, PROPERLY CITED, outline your essay, and write a rough draft.  Present on a Power Point Presentation
· Develop a short skit or video depicting your thesis.  Time limit:  10 minutes.

