SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN KNIGHT
Principal Characters

Sir Gawain

The Green Knight

Bertilak (or Bercilak) of Hautdesert 

The Lady of Hautdesert 

The Guide

Morgan le Fay

King Arthur

Queen Guenevere 
COURTLY LOVE AND CHIVALRY:  http://www.astro.umd.edu/~marshall/chivalry.html
A simple outline of SGGK is as follows: (based on the full text)

    *    Prologue: Troy and Britain (lines 1–36) 

    *    Camelot: Christmas; Green Knight’s challenge (37–490) 

    *    Camelot: the year passes; Gawain departs (491–669) 

    *    Gawain’s journey in the wilderness (670–762) 

    *    Hautdesert: Christmas feasting (763–1,125) 

    *    Hautdesert: Day one of the hunt (1,126–1,411) 

    *    Hautdesert: Day two of the hunt (1,412–1,685) 

    *    Hautdesert: Day three of the hunt (1,686–1,997) 

    *    Hautdesert: New Year’s Day dawns, Gawain leaves (1,998–2,159) 

    *    The Green Chapel: Gawain accepts the blows (2,160–2,478) 

    *    Camelot: Gawain returns (2,479–2,521) 

    *    Epilogue: Troy and Britain (2,522–2,530
Primary Objectives:

·    Understand poetic structure

·    Apply background knowledge as you read   

·          Chivalry, Courtly Love, Feudal System,

·          King Arthur’s Court (legend)

·     Identify and analyze symbolism

·     Develop characterizations

·     Identify and analyze use of literary devices:  ironies,  satire, imagery,   
allusion,  and various  forms of figurative language          

·     Discuss and analyze themes

·     Develop scholarly research strategies/documentation

·     Collaborate with colleagues

·     Generate a written and visual project

·     Study a ‘lais’ by Marie de France (another genre of medieval romance…very risqué) 
· GOALS:  To comprehend the synthesis of historical background and medieval literature as it informs preceding English literature, increasing and applying knowledge of language , composition, and research

