CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION
FINAL EXAM PROJECT
Section# 0282-1
May 14, 2014
Mr. James J. Venezia, Jr.

Final Exam Project: 
You are required to write a three (3) page paper, typed in a #12 font, double spaced, and using 1 inch (top, bottom, left, and right) margins. 
Statement:
While luck certainly plays a role in solving crime, the successful prosecution of a defendant in a criminal case relies solely on the jury’s understanding and interpretation of the testimony and evidence presented during the trial.  Before a jury will hear or see the evidence, a judge must first determine its admissibility on the basis of it being legally obtained.  Further, the judge will determine if the evidence is competent, relevant, and material to issue(s) in dispute.  Witnesses assist the jury by establishing “the facts” through their testimony of events.  Before any of this can occur, it is the job of the police investigator to find, collect, preserve, and document any and all direct, real, or circumstantial evidence that link the defendant to the crime.  

Over the course of the semester, you have been introduced to many facets of a criminal investigation including: the skills, thought processes, and knowledge needed to conduct such an investigation.  
Exam Content:
For your exam project, you will be asked to view the film “Fatal Vision” over a four (4) day period.  This film complements the book “Fatal Vision” of which you have been assigned 10 chapters to read and complete worksheets. 
 
Your project paper will be divided into 4 parts. 
Each part begins with a general statement that incorporates both the material we covered in our criminal investigation class and elements from “Fatal Vision” - the book and film.  
Each part is followed by a series of questions.  Please answer these questions on a piece of paper.  Then use this information to write your paper.
The 4 parts should be looked at independently.  However, the information you write about in each part should relate to that particular part.
Grading:
Your paper will be based on 100 points.  Parts I, II, and III will be worth 30 points per part.  Part IV will be worth 10 points.  You will be graded on your knowledge, you application of that knowledge, your reasoning, and your opinion.  You are required to do your own work.
Due Date:
You will have until Wednesday, May 14, 2014, to complete this project.  You may complete it earlier and hand it in before the May 14th due date.
FATAL VISION
The Chronology of Important Events
        1943
Jeffrey MacDonald was born in Jamaica, NY

1961-1964
He attends Princeton University
   1963
He marries Colette

   1964
Kimberly is born

1964-1968
He attends Northwestern University and graduates as Doctor of Medicine
        1967
Kristen is born

1968-1969
He completes medical residency at Columbia Presbyterian Hospital, NY

1969
He enters the US Army as a Captain in the Medical Corps, volunteers for Special Forces duty, and is assigned as group surgeon at Fort Bragg, NC
2-17-1970
Colette, Kimberly and Kristen are murdered in the family apartment

4-06-1970
He is informed he is the prime suspect in the murders and submits to a full day of questioning with the CID Army Investigators

5-01-1970
Fred Kassab, father-in-law, submits a statement to the press criticizing the Army’s handling of the case; MacDonald is formally charged with the murders

7-05-1970
Colonel Warren Rock opens the Article 32 hearing; the precursor of a court martial
10-  -1970
Colonel Rock completes a 90 page report and recommends that the charges be dropped because they are “not true”
12-  -1970
MacDonald receives an honorable discharge and relocates to NY

12-  -1970
He appears on the Dick Cavett Show and castigates the CID for its handling of the case

        1971
The Army begins a further investigation of MacDonald and the murders
 7-   -1971
MacDonald moves to Long Beach, CA accepting a job as an ER physician at St Mary’s Medical Center

10-  -1971
Fred Kassab begins to believe that MacDonald killed his family; telephones a
CID Investigator and tells him of an 11/1970 phone conversation with Jeff in which MacDonald claimed to have killed one of the intruders
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1971-1974
The Army continues to investigate MacDonald, but declines to prosecute because the case is too weak
4-30-1974
Fred Kassab presents a citizen’s complaint against MacDonald to US Chief District Court Judge Algernon Butler, requesting the convening of a grand jury
7-   - 1974
Attorney Victor Worheide accepts the case for the purpose of a grand jury hearing

8-12-1974
A grand jury is convened in Raleigh, NC; MacDonald appears for 5 days as the 1st witness

1-21-1975
MacDonald appears again before the grand jury
1-24-1975
He is indicted on three counts of murder; arrested and confined in the Orange County, CA jail; friends post the $100,000 bail

5-23-1975
He is arraigned and pleads “not guilty”

1-26-1976
The 4th Circuit court of Appeals dismisses the charges against MacDonald on the grounds that he has been denied a “speedy trial”

5-01-1978
The US Supreme Court reverses the lower court’s decision

3-19-1979
The US Supreme Court declines to hear arguments that MacDonald is being tried twice for the same crime “double jeopardy”
7-16-1979
MacDonald goes on trial for murder in Raleigh, NC

8-29-1979
He is convicted of the murders of Colette, Kimberly, and Kristen

10-4-1979
He is transported to the federal prison at Terminal Island in Long Beach, CA to begin three (3) life sentences
8-22-1980
The 4th Circuit Court of Appeals dismisses all charges against MacDonald based on the “speedy trial” issue

11-1-1980
MacDonald returns to work at St. Mary’s Medical Center where his job and office have been kept waiting for him

3-31-1982
The US Supreme court reverses the lower court’s “speedy trial” decision; MacDonald is rearrested and returned to prison

8-27-1982
He is transferred from the federal prison in California to one in Bastrop, Texas

        1984
The book “Fatal Vision” by Joe McGinniss is published
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Part I:

After the murders of the MacDonald Family (Colette, Kimberly and Kristen), Fred Kassab, Jeffrey MacDonald’s father-in-law, was Jeff’s most ardent supporter. He openly criticized the Army for its malicious prosecution, and even contacted members of Congress in an effort to solicit their support.  However, as time went on, Fred came to believe that Jeff killed his own family.  Fred became Jeff’s worst enemy.  In fact, Fred was the one to sign a “citizen’s complaint” against Jeff in order to convene a grand jury to begin the prosecution process.

1. What circumstances and/or events occurred that led Fred to begin to doubt his son-in-law’s innocence?

2. You’ve learned in class that “observation and perception” play an essential role in solving crime.  Do you think that Fred Kassab’s power of observation and perception played any role in convincing himself that Jeff was the killer of his own family?  Please explain.
3. What basic elements of observation and perception, (i.e.: deduction, inference, and intuition) did Fred Kassab use to conclude that Jeff was the killer?  Please explain.
4. What items of evidence helped Fred Kassab “connect the dots” and conclude that Jeff was the killer?
5. Do you think that Fred Kassab was accurate in his assessment that Jeff did, in fact, kill his own family?  Please explain.
Part II:

During the course of the investigation into the murders of the MacDonald Family, the CID investigators were not able to elicit a confession from Jeffrey MacDonald, nor were there any other “eyewitnesses” to the crime.  Fortunately, the crime scene at the MacDonald Family’s apartment produced an array of items of evidential value. 

1. Whose blood was found?  Where was the blood found?  What did the blood evidence tell?  What were the CID investigators able to determine through the analysis of the blood evidence?

2. What conclusion was the FBI Forensic Science Unit able to reach when they examined the puncture marks in Jeffrey MacDonald’s pajama top?  What was the significance of Colette’s blood of the pajama top pocket that was torn from the top?

3. You’ve learned in class that evidence can be testimonial (direct), real (demonstrative), or circumstantial (indirect).  What other evidence was present, or not present, that led the CID investigators to believe that Jeffrey MacDonald was the killer of his family?  Please describe whether this evidence was testimonial or real evidence? 
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4. The MacDonald case was built on circumstantial (indirect) evidence; a combination of testimonial and real evidence.  How were the CID investigators able to use this evidence to “connect the dots” and establish Jeffrey MacDonald’s guilt?
5. You have learned the importance of securing a crime scene in order to assess the scene, locate items of evidence, and assure the protection, custody, and control of evidence.  Can you identify any lapses in protocol, or mistakes made with respect to protecting the crime scene and securing evidence?  Did these mistakes help or hurt the prosecution during the Article 32 hearing that led to a dismissal of the charges against Jeffrey MacDonald?  Please explain.
Part III:
In law enforcement, the purpose of a psychological profile is to provide the investigators with a personality composite of the “unknown” person who committed the crime.  Profiling is usually productive in crimes of murder where the killer demonstrated some form of psychopathology in committing the crime.  Psychological clues are found at crime scenes.  While these clues do not lend themselves to being collected in the same manner as physical evidence, they do tell a story.   A profile of the suspect is developed through a “psychological assessment” of the crime scene.    
While the murders of Colette, Kimberly, and Kristen predate the introduction of psychological profiling as developed and used by the Behavioral Science Unit at the FBI National Academy, a psychological assessment of MacDonald crime scene may have produced some tangible results.

1. While Jeffrey MacDonald denies killing his wife and children, and continues to maintain his innocence, what psychological evidence left at the crime scene could have been useful to investigators in developing a psychological profile of the killer or killers that would either include or exclude Jeffrey MacDonald as a suspect.
2. From what you’ve learned about various personality types in class, and from what you’ve learned about Jeffrey MacDonald from the “Fatal Vision” book and movie, one could assume that he had a personality disorder.  Which personality disorder type would Jeffrey MacDonald most likely fit (antisocial, borderline, or Passive aggressive)? What characteristics would lead you to this conclusion?  Please explain.
3. From what you’ve learned in class about “psychopaths”, what characteristics would lead you to believe that Jeffrey MacDonald may actually be a psychopath? 
4. On the basis of the psychological evidence present, do you believe that Jeffrey MacDonald did, or did not kill his wife and children?  Why or why not?

5. Could it have been possible for drug crazed hippies to have carried out the murders of the MacDonald Family?  Why or why not?
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Part IV:
           Assume that Jeffrey MacDonald was the “sole” person responsible for the deaths of his wife and children.  From the physical and psychological evidence found at the crime scene, one could easily conclude that the murders of Colette, Kimberly, and Kristen were an “over-kill”.   

1. From the information available to you, and through your use of deduction and inference, what likely factors led Jeffrey MacDonald to kill his family? 
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