Nonfiction Unit Overview
Honors Freshman World Literature

Nonfiction is a genre focusing on real life people, places, and events.  Because nonfiction can be so diverse – journalistic, creative, historical, etc --, as a genre it appeals to many people and can be the primary means by which we learn about today’s most important issues. As such, our focus will be on stories of people who have struggled and survived tragic circumstances, personal challenges, and even natural disasters.
In this unit you will:
· Read some short, non-fiction excerpts

· Read a nonfiction book chosen from a provided list (see packet)

· Write a reaction paper on the book you read

· Write a personal narrative memoir and either a personal essay, true-life adventure, OR tribute
· Collaborate with your peers

· Learn about a relevant issue discussed in your book through careful research

· Create a 2-3 page double-spaced, typed, documented/cited, research-based paper 

· Compile a binder including all process work and assignments leading to the final paper 

During this unit, we will focus on the following skills:

· Draw conclusions by connecting the text to relevant social and cultural issues 

· Summarize challenging passages

· Evaluate the credibility of a source

· Present a specific thesis and develop all key ideas fully using specific and relevant reasons, details, quotations, and examples

· Provide unity and coherence throughout the paper with a logical progression of ideas

Working Timeline:
Introduction: introduce and discuss nonfiction (what is it? Why do we read it?  What does it include?), introduce the various full-length, nonfiction options available for reading during this unit, establish some common terms and definitions that apply to nonfiction, discuss supplies needed for this unit, begin reading short non-fiction excerpt(s)

Week 1: Read and discuss a personal narrative memoir, consider ideas for your own personal narrative, read a personal essay, personal tribute, and personal true-life adventure excerpt, consider ideas for your own writing one, select nonfiction book and begin reading

Week 2: continue reading nonfiction book, write the personal essay, tribute, OR true-life adventure, collaborate with peers about the first third of your book

(over)

Week 3: complete topic proposals, collaborate with peers about the middle third of your book, library database tutorial, begin locating credible sources
Week 4:  select credible source(s) related to your topic, compile an annotated bibliography entry on a credible source and share with peers, begin electronic note-taking

Week 5: collaborate with peers about the final third of your book, finish note-taking, and organize information
Week 6: create an introductory paragraph culminating with your thesis; create first body paragraph including at least two integrated passages from outside sources, properly cited; continue drafting paper
Week 7: finish research-based paper and process work binder due at week’s end
