Name ________________________________  Date _____________________

Honors World Literature Nonfiction Memoir Assignment
A memoir is a form of nonfiction in which the writer recalls a significant event(s) in his or her life.  Unlike an autobiography, a memoir may describe just one period or aspect of the writer’s life such as a memorable journey or a special relationship.  Additionally, the author tells his or her story in an active fashion, so it comes to life and can be visualized while it is read, using present tense verbs and active words.
  Look at the following example from McCourt; how does the author’s use of present tense affect you as a reader?

“Sister Rita comes in and tells Dad he has to go.  I don’t want him to go because he looks sad.  When he looks sad it’s the worst thing in the world and I start crying.” 
After reading McCourt’s memoir from pp. 245-254, write a personal memoir of your own.  As you do so, emulate the active story-telling style and techniques found in “Angela’s Ashes.” 

Requirements:

-two double-spaced, 12 point, Times New Roman font 

-actively tell a true personal memory; jump right into the story vs. setting up a formal introduction, etc.

-use dialogue
-use descriptive language which helps the reader visualize what is happening

-use present tense verbs and active language

Due date: ___________________________

