Fifth Grade Language Arts/Social Studies: Service Learning Project
In Language Arts and Social Studies, we are studying how people work together to solve problems or fulfill needs in their communities. Students will understand how and why we work together to help others.
What Students Will Accomplish:
This is an individual student project. Each student will perform a charitable community service activity, create a report and a poster detailing their experience, and present their work to the class. Students may not use helping at a place of business (restaurants, stores, etc. as part of their community service—the activity must involve charity work).
Students may work together in pairs or small groups on the same community service activity, but they will each complete their own report, poster, and presentation, and they each must meet all deadlines.
Ideas:
· Students may work with an existing charitable organization, either Muslim or non-Muslim, and contact them to see what hands-on work they can do. This may include things like serving food to the homeless, helping a donation center to organize items, etc.
· Students may contact a civic organization (e.g. public libraries, city parks, hospitals, senior citizens’ centers, animal shelters, recycling programs, etc.) and help them with a volunteer task.
· Students may contact an existing charity (e.g. Hidaya Foundation, GiveLight Foundation, Islamic Relief, Salvation Army, Goodwill, Hope Services, etc.) and ask them if they need specific items to be donated, e.g. clothing, shoes, toys, books, etc. Then they can create their own campaign to collect these items from friends, family, classmates, etc. 

· Students may invent their own service activity to perform acts of community service rather than working with an existing group. They should have prior permission and contact information from individuals who might be involved.
When contacting organizations, students should be polite and respectful. They should identify themselves as fifth graders at Granada Islamic School who are working on a community service project. They may provide my contact information to the organizations they are working with: Kim Wright, kimw@granadaschool.org, and the school’s phone number: (408) 980-1161.

5th Grade Community Service Project: Project Assignments and Due Dates
	Assignment
	Date Due
	Points

	List at least three possible community service activities you might want to perform. Refer to the information and examples provided for ideas.
	Mon., Mar. 26
	5 LA points

	Short explanation/proposal (2-3 paragraphs). Explain what you will do, who you are helping, and why you chose this community service activity.  Include the name of the organization, contact person, phone number, and email address of the people or person in charge.
	Mon., Apr. 2
	10 LA points

	Volunteer Activity + Written Report 
1. Perform the service or activity. Have someone take pictures of you performing this activity. 
3. Write a report (descriptive personal narrative style; 6+ paragraphs, handwritten in cursive with black ink or typed: Times Roman, 12 pt font) explaining your experience. Include the following information: 
a. Who you helped, what you did, and how you did it. 
b. How you felt about doing this project. 
c. Why the activity you performed was helpful and how it fulfilled a need.  
	Mon., May 7
	40 LA points

	Volunteer Activity + Poster = report, title, artwork, & photos
Attach your report and pictures to a poster. Decorate the poster. You must include a title, your name, and a border.  Attach your pictures with captions. You may also add other items to show us more about your experience (e.g. organization brochures, thank you letters or cards from your organization, etc.). Use your artistic and organizational skills to create an attractive poster!
	Mon., May 7
	20 SS points

	In-Class Oral Presentation
Give a five minute presentation to the class about your experience. You can use your poster, additional pictures, bring items related to your experience, and/or do a Power Point. Be creative!
	Tues, May 8-Fri., May 11 (Presentation dates given by random drawing on May 7)
	20 LA points


Community Service Project Grading Criteria

1. Written report: 20 points (LA grade)

a. FORMAT: Must be written in cursive, in black ink, with name, date, and class section in the top, right-hand corner. The report should have a title in the top center of the page. The report may also be typed in black ink, 12 pt font, Times New Roman with name, date, and class section in top-right hand corner. The report should have a title in the top center of the page. (5 points)

b. USAGE/WRITING CONVENTIONS: The report must have very few mistakes in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure. (15 points)
c. CONTENT: The report must include a detailed description of the volunteer experience. The writer will use personal narrative style with expression and voice. The report will include detailed facts and opinions. Include the following information: Who you helped, what you did, and how you did it; how you felt about doing this project; why the activity you performed was helpful, and how it fulfilled a need.  (20 points)

2. Poster: 20 points (SS grade)
a. The written report is neatly attached to the poster board using a glue stick (NOT TAPE OR STAPLES). The poster board has an attractive title and the student’s name and class section is clearly visible. (5 points)
c. The poster has neatly displayed photos of the student performing the volunteer activity. There must be a caption with each photo. (5 points) 

d. The poster is neat, attractive, and organized. All items on the poster, including artwork, are directly related to your project. (10 points)

3.  Presentation: 10 points (LA grade) 

a. Students must use visuals, eye contact, correct posture, and a good speaking voice. The presentation should be at least 5 min. long. 

b. Presentation Options: Students may use the visuals on their poster, other enlarged photos, brochures, etc., create a Power Point presentation, and/or create their own brochures, flyers, etc. Students may discuss additional options with me in class for prior approval. Be creative!
Examples of Existing Organizations You Could Help
Here is a list of a few organizations that you could help. Previous fifth grade students have worked with these groups. Also, there are many websites that will help you find other volunteer opportunities; just check for “volunteer opportunities” on your search engine for websites such as www.volunteermatch.org.
Hidaya Foundation

Hope Services

GiveLight Foundation
Rahima (Food distribution)

SBIA (Homeless lunch program)

Mercy on Wheels

Goodwill Industries, Inc.

Santa Clara County Parks & Recreation 

Silicon Valley Humane Society

City of San Jose (Graffiti clean-up program)

Local masajid and weekend schools

Islamic Relief

CAIR

Peace Village (Muslim farm in Fremont)

Oakland Children’s Hospital (toy collection for patients)

Redwood City Public Library (peer tutoring program)

(Other city libraries also sometimes allow students to help librarians organize books, read to children, etc.)

There are many other possibilities!
