Fifth Grade Homework Policy (All Subjects)
1. All homework assignments and test dates are written on the homework board. Teachers will give students time during class to write down all assignments in their planners. 

2. Teachers will update schoolnotes.com pages regularly, but students should not wait to check schoolnotes to find out what assignments are due. This should be done during class to ensure that students take home any books, workbooks, etc. that are needed to complete the assignments.  Teachers will give students time during each subject to put the appropriate materials in their backpacks.
3. Parents and students are not allowed to enter the classrooms after dismissal time to retrieve forgotten items. It is the students’ responsibility to organize their materials. 
4. All assignments are due as specified by the teacher for each subject. 
5. If students are not able to complete the assignment due to illness or other emergency, parents must write a note or email the subject teacher explaining the situation.

6. If students were not able to complete the assignment because they did not understand how to do it, parents must send a written note with their child to give to the subject teacher. No excuses will be accepted without a note from a parent. 

7. At home, students should work in a quiet area away from distractions such as TV’s, computers, etc. They should have a specified area for doing homework that includes good lighting, access to necessary materials such as dictionaries, pencils, pens, paper, etc. Ideally, set aside a time during which everyone in the house is working on a quiet activity while homework is being completed. (For example, from 5:00-6:00 there is no TV; everyone reads a book, pays bills, does paperwork, etc., while students are working on assignments.)
8. Students should also use a timer for completing tasks just like we do in class. For example, one LA Practice Book page usually takes about 10 minutes. A story first draft takes about 20 minutes. 

9. Parents should insist that all homework is complete before students are allowed to watch TV or play games. 

10. Parents should help students overcome procrastination by being good models of organization and time-management. Also, try to say positive things about school around students to help them stay motivated. Students will have a much more positive attitude about school when you are interested in what they are learning and you maintain a positive relationship with their teachers. 
