It is Science Fair Time

Written Report/Abstract Due

Tuesday, March 20

The written (typed) report must include the following:

1.  title page and table of contents--this section allows the reader to quickly see the organization of the report.

2.  abstract--this is a brief description(no more than 250 words) of what happened in the project.  This should be at the beginning of your report, but it will be the last thing written.  This is what the judges will look at to see what happened in your project.  This will also be placed on your display board.

3. introduction--This section should begin with a hypothesis stating the problem the experiment hopes to solve.  It should end with a brief statement of what was studied in the project.  This section will also include the Bible verse and integration.

4.background research--this section should include a summary of the research, but do not tell about your experiment.  

5.  materials and methods--this section should describe the methods and materials used in the experiment.It should be detailed enough so that someone else could repeat the experiment.  If the experiment involves human subjects, the report must explain how the student obtained consent, the forms that were used, where the forms are being kept (in journal).  If the student is using animals, a detailed explanation of how they were cared for must be included.

6.  results--this section is written after the experiment has been completed, using the data collected in the logbook.  All the data should be included in some form, narrative description, tables graphs, photographs, etc., and labeled.

7.  discussion--this section is the explanation of what happened (or did not happen) in the experiment.  Talk about the principles, relationships and generalization shown in the data. (do NOT repeat the data, just discuss it).  Point out any exceptions, negative results are as important as positive ones.  State conclusions as clearly of possible and give evidence for those conclusions.  Also, ways to improve the experiment can be mentioned.  Do NOT state that the study proved or disproved anything, only that the data supports or disagrees with the hypothesis being tested. 

8.  conclusion--this section is a concise summary of the major discoveries found in the experiment.

9.  acknowledgements--this section is where the students will acknowledge any help they have had in performing the experiment or in the research they have done.  

10.  literature cited--all sources must be identified/referenced, whether they are from the internet, book, or interview.  The literature cited includes the source for any information that was used to justify the project or to analyze the data.  The citation should include the following:  author last name, first name, date of publication, title of book, location where published.

Your report may be hand-written or typed (I suggest having your child type it!) and a minimum of 200 words.

