 Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH) 
Course Guidelines 2011-2012
Mrs. LaPlant
Name: _____________________________________ Date: ______________ Period: _______

Required Materials:

Textbook (at home copy)

3 Ring Binder 

Loose-leaf paper
Mini-stapler and 3 hole punch
Blue or Black pens

Sharpened #2 pencils

Pencil sharpener

Highlighters

Index Cards 
Course Description:

“The Advanced Placement Program in United States History is designed to provide students with analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States History.  The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full year introductory college courses.” (College Entrance Examination Board, May 2006) 
Course Requirements and Classroom Procedures:

The reading load for this course is considerable.  Time management is an essential skill for this class, and you must take the responsibility for budgeting your time.  As you become accustomed to the course format and texts, the course will be somewhat easier.  It is important that you do not become discouraged.
· There will be homework every night, weekend and vacation.

· You are responsible for all materials assigned.  

· Keep up with the reading.  Remember, you are reading in September to retain for May and June.

· Assignments are due on the day and time designated.  Late work is not accepted. If you leave school before class, you are expected to hand in your assignments before you leave.  Failure to do so will result in NO CREDIT for the assignment.
· There will be a series of short papers concentrating on critical skills.  You will be asked to analyze primary sources, read and use documents to prepare arguments, and write opinion and reflection papers based on readings.

· Each student will present material to the class in the form of oral reports.  These oral reports will be ongoing throughout the year.
· If I have a concern about your work/behavior, I will request a conference with you.  If you have a concern, please see me, well before the end of the marking period.  I encourage parents to e-mail me at laplantj@ollchs.org during the week or through new.schoolnotes.com during weekends or school breaks.

Evaluation:

· Student performance will be evaluated on the basis of preparedness for class and participation in class discussions, and achievement on homework, quizzes, papers, and tests.
· Quizzes may be announced or unannounced (“pop quizzes”).

· Absence on the day of a test will require a doctor’s note stating that you were sick.  The teacher will have the final say in the date of a make-up test.  Exams and quizzes not made up will be averaged as a “0”.

· Citing the works of others is essential to scholarship on this level.  Plagiarism is inexcusable.  We will discuss this topic in detail so that you understand what plagiarism is and avoid it.

After you have read this sheet with your parents, please have them sign the form below.  Detach it on the dotted line, and bring it to class by Monday, September 12, 2011.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Name: ________________________________________ Homeroom: ______________ 

Advanced Placement United States History                                      Mrs. LaPlant

I have read and understood the above course description and requirements.

Student Signature: ______________________________________ Date: _________________

Parent/Guardian Name: _________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________ Phone # ____________

Parent/Guardian E-mail:  _________________________________________________________

Comments/Questions: ___________________________________________________________ 

