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Course Description: 

These courses are designed to develop sequentially the four basic skills of language acquisition: listening comprehension, speaking, reading comprehension, and writing.  Vocabulary and grammatical patterns are revisited, introduced, and reinforced through listening and speaking exercises.  Reading comprehension and writing skills are stressed in short dialogues and written exercises.  These courses will develop student understanding of the culture and civilization of Spanish speaking countries.  The daily language instruction is interwoven with varied enrichment materials and audio visual aids. 

*Students will be given the opportunity to participate in discussions and projects revolving around customs, religions, ethics and beliefs.  This is part of the course and a valuable tool for promoting tolerance.  Topics are discussed and explored as being upheld by the given culture, not promoted as the teacher’s or students’ beliefs.

** Meeting State Standards: These Spanish classes contribute to students’ meeting state standards in language arts, reading, and math.  Studying a foreign language gives students a more objective perspective of their first language and offers the variety of approaches the standards recommend for meeting objectives in language arts and reading.  Emphasis on grammar and written and spoken language skills sharpen the students’ abilities to communicate. Addressing use of a foreign language in a variety of contexts—including time, numbers, and economics—offers practice in problem solving and reasoning, cited for math.

 WHAT DO I EXPECT OF YOU?

· attendance in class

· be on time and be prepared, bring all materials

· complete all assignments to the best of your ability

· open mind, good attitude

· responsibility and organization

WHAT STUDENTS CAN EXPECT FROM ME:

· respect

· fairness

· preparation

· organization

· an “open door”

To ensure YOUR success and the success of your classmates please:

1. Respect others and their property

2. Raise hand to speak

3. Be on time to class. 

4. No ipods, phones, or other electronics permitted at any time. Students who use a cell phone in class will receive one warning. After the first warning, lunch detention may be assigned.  

5. Follow all school rules as stated in your planner or student handbook.

Disruptions that interfere with my teaching or with student learning will not be tolerated.  If you choose not to follow class policies, here are the consequences:

· Warning

· Conference with teacher; possible lunch detention
· Conference with teacher, behavioral contract or lunch detention, and contact parents/guardian

· Referral to administrator

MAKEUP POLICY:

You will have 2 class periods to make up anything that was missed during your EXCUSED absence. Please check the internet homework site: www.schoolnotes.com for everything that was missed. It is your responsibility to make up work, tests, quizzes, etc. within the time period.  Generally, assignments/tests/quizzes may not be made up during the class period. It is recommended that if you miss a class you come in to get help on the material missed. You are encouraged to utilize the tutoring periods Tuesday-Thursday for getting help, copying notes, and for making up tests/quizzes.  Unexcused absences result in no credit for the assignments missed. Students involved in extracurricular activities that may cause them to miss class must still turn in their assignments due BEFORE leaving for that activity. 
HOMEWORK:

Homework will be assigned daily and is worth 5 to 20 points depending on the assignment.  It will be checked and stamped at the beginning of class.  It must be totally completed with reasonable effort to receive full credit.  Late homework will not be accepted. Students who are tardy will only receive half credit on their homework unless the tardy is excused.  Credit will not be given for homework that is filled in during class discussion.  Homework that is copied from others or shared with others will not receive credit. 

EXTRA HELP:  Appointments can be made in advance for extra help.  I am available after school during the tutoring periods as well as by appointment.  Please don’t wait until you are completely lost to ask for help!  It is suggested that you maintain a folder or binder with all of your materials.  Also, a Spanish/English dictionary is recommended.

PARTICIPATION: 

This encompasses many things—not just raising your hand and answering questions.  Working well with partners/groups, helping others, speaking Spanish, answering and asking questions, having your notes and books open, bringing all your materials to class, and being on time are some ways that you participate in your learning. Students will earn daily points based on these factors.  Students may also lose participation points if they are tardy, do not bring materials, or participate negatively in class (i.e. disruptions, not following directions, etc.) Participation points lost due to these factors or due to absence can be made up by participating extra during the next class. You may also discuss with Señorita Aukee other alternatives to make up the points missed. 

GRADES
Final semester grades will be calculated using the following percentages:
Homework/Classwork/Projects:  30%

Tests/Quizzes


20%

Oral/Dialog


15%
Participation


15%
Final Exam


20%
District Grading Scale : 
100-97

A+
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C+

96-93

A


76-73

C

92-90

A-


72-70

C-

89-87

B+


69-67

D+

86-83

B


66-63

D

82-80

B-


62-60

D-






59….

F

