Navigators Mathematics Requirements
Mrs. Lucine Barker

e-mail: lbarker@wcpss.net
2011-2012
Supplies
3-Ring binder with 3 dividers (Can be a portion of another binder.)

     Dividers titled: Classwork, Homework, Tests/Quizzes

plenty of notebook paper 



notebook for homework
book cover





colored pencils

red checking  pen or marker



graph paper

ruler 






pencils with erasers
marbled composition book

Calculator (Needed for home use only.)

Pre-Algebra (Math 8 Plus)–TI  34II               
Algebra 1- TI 83 Plus  (TI 84 is fine) 
Class Procedures
Students are to enter the room silently and take their seat.  Pencils should be sharpened before the tardy bell.  Journals will be given out and homework should be left out on desk to be checked.  Homework will be written on small whiteboard and should be copied into agenda. Then the opening assignment on the board should be answered in journal using at least five sentences.  I will be checking homework at this time.  Then 2-3 students will be picked at random to read their opening assignment paragraph.  A grade will be recorded for these students and each student will be called on 2-3 times a quarter to earn their grade.  Journals will remain in the classroom.   Students are expected to take notes and be prepared for the lesson or activity.
Course Requirements
Homework (10%) / Classwork ( 10% of quarter grade)

Homework of some form will be given every night.  Parents should reasonably expect approximately 30 minutes per night for completion of Math homework.  If your child is spending appreciably more time than this on a regular basis and is in a proper study environment, you may wish to contact me to discuss options.  If your child is not spending this amount of time and you are not pleased with his or her progress as determined by tests and grades, then this is the first place to make changes.  Homework is posted on the “white board” each day and should be copied into the student’s agenda. In addition, you may access a homework calendar at my website on http:// new.schoolnotes.com/lbarker, where other announcements are also listed.  In the coming months, I will be using a google website for the same information.  I will keep you posted on the change at the above website.

Math homework is graded based on effort expended and total completion; therefore students

should attempt to work every problem.  I hope to be doing some video lectures in the coming months.  

On those nights, a student’s homework would be to watch and then summarize on paper the most 

important points of the video. If a student has problems doing homework, the best help I can

suggest is to go over the classroom examples or consult the online textbook.  All math textbooks have 
an online site which can be accessed through the schoolnotes website above.   Each student will be

given a class password/username to access additional materials from the website including the 
entire textbook online.  This will help anytime a textbook is left at school.   Please explore this ASAP 
with your child.

Homework will be checked at the beginning of the period on the day it is due.  All steps must be shown; a list of answers is not sufficient!  At that time, it is the student’s responsibility to make corrections to any mistakes made.  At the beginning of each week, a student has a 100% homework average.  As much as 20 points will be deducted for missing or incomplete homework.  So, just working diligently on homework will ensure each student a 100 a week!

Occasionally classwork is taken for a grade.  This may be a class worksheet, daily journal writing, mental math drill, a problem of the day challenge problem, or a group activity record sheet.  Sometimes simply effort on various activities will be a grade.  Classwork can be turned in late for reduced points but homework must be ready at start of class.
Quizzes ( 30% of quarter grade)

Quizzes are spontaneous check devices and as such may or may not be announced in advance.  Usually, quizzes will be 10-15 problems from the preceding three to five days and will take less than 30 minutes of class time.  If a student attempts all problems, the quiz will be graded but any grade of less than a 60 will be recorded as a 60.  The lowest quiz will be dropped each quarter.  Often it takes making mistakes on quizzes for students to realize they need to work harder at learning the material. I do not want to unfairly penalize the student with low failing grades when they are in the process of learning the material. Please ask to see graded quizzes to help students prepare for upcoming tests. I work hard at writing to the students what parts of the problem are incorrect.  Point out to them that they get partial credit for steps done correctly.  Going over quizzes is the best way to prepare for tests!
Tests/Math Essay Writing ( 50% of quarter grade)

Tests are announced in advance and are indicated on the assignment calendar.  Tests may be multiple choice, may require problems to be solved showing all steps needed, or may require an essay answer describing your method for solving a problem.  Tests will be completed in pencil only.   It becomes the responsibility of the student to contact the teacher regarding administration of a missed test.  Tests will be graded and returned within three days and, if signed within two days, will earn an extra point.  There are practice lesson quizzes and practice tests at the online textbook website and, along with the graded quizzes, should give ample opportunity to prepare well for all tests.  There will be opportunities to earn back some missed points on tests by explaining mistakes and correctly working the problems with written explanations.  All corrections must be signed by parents.

Math essay writing is designed for students to reflect on their learning and to integrate their mathematical thinking into written expression.  It is the place where both the student and the teacher can really see if math concepts are becoming integrated.  I will be looking for a complete discussion of the problem or situation, use of math vocabulary words, divergent thinking, drawing conclusions, use of various ways to get to an answer, and comparisons to other problems.  In other words, there is not only one right answer.  This is often a new type of math skill for students, so I will hope to see great gains as the year goes along.  The goal is to get ideas on paper and to be able to communicate those math ideas to others.  A math essay will be graded for both content and readability (grammar and punctuation).  The math essay counts as one test.

Tutoring is offered after school on Thursdays from 3:15-4:45.
Online website information:   

Website address: ____________________________
Username: ___________________________

Password: ___________________________

Student Signature:    ________________________          Parent Signature: ____________________________
