PLAYING LITERACY GAMES WITH YOUR CHILD:
Periodically, a strip of chart paper will be sent home in your child's folder. The statement on the paper has been dictated by your child and used to create a class book. You may use this sentence to develop literacy skills with your child. Identify the first letter of the sentence and remind your child that the first letter of a sentence is written with a capital letter. Talk about the punctuation at the end of the sentence. Count the number of words in the sentence, reminding your child that the space between the words shows where one word stops and the next word starts. Count the number of letters in each word and explain that letters are fitted together in just the right place, like puzzle pieces, to spell words. Talk about the beginning sounds of each word, and brainstorm other words that begin with that same sound. Help your child point to each letter of the word and name it. Choose a word and think of words that may rhyme with it. Identify any words that may have an opposite and discuss what opposite means. Do not use all of these activities and drill your child. Choose some of these activities to "play games" and make literacy fun for your child.
