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Welcome to the Jaguar Team!  This year we will study Geography and World History.  The Florida Sunshine State Standards will be taught and reinforced throughout the course.   The class will involve a variety of activities and assignments.  We will also be working on a History Fair Project this year (more information on this will be coming).  If you do your best work throughout the year you will be a successful student!


Student Expectations

In Social Studies you will follow the Code of Conduct, the school wide rules, and the following classroom rules.  The school wide rules and classroom rules are as follows:

School Wide Rules

1.  Watch what comes out your mouth.

2.  Keep your hands to yourself.

Classroom Rules

1.  Be on time with all necessary materials for work.

2.  Stay on task from the time class starts to the time class ends.

3.  Show respect for persons and property,

4.  Talk only with permission.

Consequences will include planner coupons being removed, phone calls to parents, and referrals.  Please note!  Chronic misbehavior and severe misbehavior such as chronic tardiness, disrespect, insubordination, fighting, cheating, or vandalism will result in a referral.
Grading Policy
Grades will be posted approximately every two weeks and will be available on Parent Link.  Tests, quizzes, notebook checks, assignments, and other special projects will be graded on a point system weighted by the teacher.  At the end of the quarter, all of the points that the student has earned will be added together as a percentage of the total possible points for the quarter.  

If you are absent you are responsible for making up the missed work.  You are expected to check the board and previous week’s assignments that are posted.  Any handouts that you might need will be on a table over to the side of the room.   Please see the teacher for any tests or quizzes you might have missed.  You are expected to complete the work and turn it in.  Late work will be deducted 10% per day.  Extra credit will not be given in place of missing 

assignments.

Homework Policy
Homework is usually assigned every night except for Friday.  It is the expectation that students will arrive on time, sit down quietly and copy down their homework assignment in their planner the first thing upon entering the room every day.  Homework from the previous day is to be completed on time and should be on top of the student’s desks after they have copied down their assignment for the next day.  The homework assignment should be kept in the student’s three-ring binder for notebook check.  The teacher will also have occasional spot-checks for homework assignments

Homework assignments will also be posted on SchoolNotes.com but please note that these assignments are subject to change.

Pass Policy
Students may use the restroom the first five minutes of class or the last five minutes of class – not when the teacher is instructing or giving directions. One person is allowed to leave the room at a time.  You must sign-out on the sign-out sheet, fill out the pass section of your planner, and have it signed.  You must sign back in upon entering the room.  Students who are using an excessive amount of passes may be warned and their parents contacted if it is causing a disruption in class.
If you are late, bring a pass from your previous teacher or staff member.

Other Policy & Procedure Issues
When an announcement is made over the loudspeaker you are to stop what you are doing, be quiet, and listen to the announcements.

During a fire drill, code red, or tornado drill you should remain calm. During fire drills, quickly and quietly line up single-file and exit through the Science room.  Procedures for a tornado drill and code red will be practiced in class.  It is important that you remain quiet during these drills!
It is your responsibility to be prepared for class and make sure that you have all materials and supplies with you.  Pencils should be sharpened before class begins.  If you need to sharpen your pencil during class please do it an appropriate time.

The teacher, not the bell or the clock will dismiss you to your next class.  Your desk and work area must be clean, your row, aisle, or group must be quiet and then you will be dismissed.

In order to be dismissed to lunch or the bus, you will remain in your seat until directed to form a single file line and you will be taken to the appropriate place by the teacher.  You are to remain silent when the announcements are given at the end of the day and when the bus numbers are posted on the TV.

It is the expectation that all students will have a book to read with them at all times.  This could be and AR (Accelerated Reader) book, a book from their reading class, or an appropriate book from home.  If students finish their class assignments, projects, or tests early, they should take out their book and read.  Reading and the reinforcement of reading skills are a priority here at Gulf Middle School.
Supplies Needed
Gulf Middle Planner

Loose-leaf notebook paper

Three ring binder

2-3 No. 2 pencils

2-3 blue or black ink pens

Colored pencils

Safety Scissors (these must be the kind that are rounded on the edge!)

1 package of copy paper (optional)??
PLEASE NOTE!!  THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS OVERVIEW IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE TEACHER!  CHANGES MAY BE NECESSARY TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT VARIOUS LEARNING STYLES AND SITUATIONS.  BEING FLEXIBLE IN IMPORT!
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