Fall 2010
Dear Parents and Students,


Welcome to Honors Earth/Environmental Science.  Enclosed in this packet is a materials list, our classroom rules, my expectations for classroom procedures, grading system, and other information.  We will be going over this packet during our first class meeting, and I would encourage students to go over our discussion with parents.


Students and Parents please fill out contact information on the back of this page, and sign below once you have read this syllabus.  Students are expected to keep this syllabus in their notebooks for future reference.  

I anticipate a wonderful semester.  With our combined cooperation and effort I know we will be successful.  I look forward to working with you this semester.  Please feel free to ask questions or contact me with any concerns.

Lisa Korty

By signing below you agree that you have read and understand the content of this syllabus including the attendance and tardy policy.

Student signature __________________________________________________

Parent signature ___________________________________________________

Weaver Academy

Honors Earth/Environmental Science- 1st block- Room 115
Lisa Korty
Course Description


Topics include biomes, ecological interactions, energy resources, human impact on the environment, geology, astronomy, meteorology, and oceanography.  Course credit- 1 unit.

Textbooks
Environmental Science Toward a Sustainable Future

Earth Science: Geology, the Environment, and the Universe 

Materials List

· 1- three ring binder



>Tab dividers-optional
· Notebook paper



>Pens/pencils

· one subject spiral notebook


Needed Classroom Supplies

· Hand soap


> Markers



· Kleenex


> Hand sanitizer




· Pipe cleaners
/yarn/beads
> Dry erase markers


Classroom Rules
1. Be on time and prepared for class.

2. Observe all rules in the student handbook (i.e. no electronic equipment, hats or food/drink in the classroom).

3. Talking at appropriate times.

4. Listen carefully to directions and follow them immediately.

5. Be respectful at all times.
Consequences for not Meeting Classroom Expectations
1. Warning

2. Student Conference

3. Parent Contact/Conference

4. Counselor Referral

5. Office Referral
Expectations


Students should come to class on time and prepared to actively participate in the learning process.  All independent work submitted by the student should be their own.  

Grading System 
1. Homework will be posted on the homework board.  It is the student’s responsibility to check for homework assignments daily.  Homework will be taken up daily and checked for completeness and/or accuracy.  No late work will be accepted.  Percentage of grade- 10%
2. Classwork is assigned daily.  Classwork is generally due by the end of class, but sometimes may be finished as homework, or in addition to a homework assignment.  Classwork is checked for completeness and accuracy.  Percentage of grade- 15%
3. Labs will be done as often as possible.  A formal or informal write up will be required for each lab and should be turned in at the end of class or the beginning of class on the following day.  Percentage of grade- 15%
4. Unit Tests are comprehensive and critical thinking in nature.  Tests will usually (but not always) cover 1-2 chapters from the text.  Percentage of grade- 30%.  The final exam may be exempted with 3 absences or less for the whole semester.
5. Quizzes will be given weekly.  Some will be announced and some will be unannounced.  You should always be familiar with the daily notes and vocabulary.  Percentage of grade- 15%.
6. You will be given at least one major Project each quarter.  One is an individual project; the other(s) will be a small group project.  The projects will involve research, and must be presented to the class.  Percentage of grade- 15%.
7. Daily openers will be posted on the board at the beginning of class.  These short assignments are for you to complete upon arriving to class.  Points earned will be added to your quiz grade.

8. Extra credit will be given periodically throughout the semester.  Points will be added to other assignments.
Additional Assessments


I will continually monitor your student’s performance each day both formally and informally.  This will be done by questioning, discussions, projects, tests, quizzes, labs, homework, and class work.

Tutoring

Tutorial sessions are offered on Wednesdays from 4:15-5:15, or at lunch Tuesday or Thursday.  Tutorial is a requirement for any student making a “D” or less during the grading period.  Lunch tutorial and other days before/after school are by appointment (please check with me in advance).  
Attendance Policy

Students are limited to 3 absences (excused or unexcused) per nine weeks.  Any absence beyond 3 will require make-up time of 45 minutes.
Tardies


The 4th tardy and each thereafter will result in a discipline referral.  Parents will be notified at the time of the 3rd tardy.
Make-up Time


Students may make-up time with any teacher and they must provide written documentation.  Students may make up time during tutorial sessions.

Make-up Work



Missed work resulting from an absence is expected to be made up within 3 days upon return of the absence.  All assignments given during an absence will be placed in a folder with your name on it.  Always check this folder first before asking me.  Test/quiz make-ups should be arranged to be made-up within 3 days of the return of the absence.  It is up to the student to complete missing assignments and turn them in within the 3 days.  Any work turned in after the 3 days will be considered late work.  If there is a problem making up the assignments within the 3 days, you must discuss this with me.

Teacher Contact Information


 Parents may contact me during my planning block- 12:55- 2:25, or before/after school at 370-8282.  My email address is kortyL@gcsnc.com.  Students may come by before or after school with any questions they may have.  

Teacher Web Page


http://new.schoolnotes.com/lisakorty/
Students and parents may access my teacher web page at the above link for homework assignments, email, syllabus, and other useful information.  You will also find a link to my web page from the Weaver web page.

Emergency Procedures

Fire safety- exit through the door closest to the bus drop off and exit the building.  Students will gather just past the chain link fence to await further instruction.


Tornado safety- exit through the door closest to the bus drop off and go into the lower north wing hallway and follow tornado protocol safety.


Lock down procedure- students will either enter teacher storage area or sit on the floor in the area near the door by the bus drop off.  Students will remain quiet and await further instruction.  Teacher will close all blinds and lock doors.

