 Research paper time: SCIENCE!!! [image: image1.wmf]
Here it is….every student’s favorite time of year! That time he or she has to stay up late into the night, be brilliant, diligent & creative to put together a big, fat research paper! Don’t worry, I know it’s a lot of work and I know most of you might not exactly be looking forward to it. I tried very hard to give you a number of subject areas to choose from so that you could find something of interest to you and enjoy the experience as much as possible.
Here are some basics first – 
· You must select from one of the attached subjects.

· You may use the internet for the bulk of your research, but you should accurately document the specific page you got your info from and if you choose to use a direct quote, you must note it as such. 

· DO NOT PLAGARIZE! I gave you subjects that I read about on-line and elsewhere…therefore I am likely to be familiar with information you put into your papers. I also know each of you well enough to know how ‘sciency’ you are. Use your own words in your papers!!! If I catch you copying and pasting YOU WILL GET AN AUTOMATIC ZERO!!!
· I will give you three class days to get your project off the ground. You can begin the research process in school. This will take place after we complete chapter three in our Chemical Interactions book. (February 17-19)

Requirements 
· The 8th grade papers are due MARCH 23rd!! You are welcome to turn it in early if you like. (it will be the first thing you are graded on in the last quarter of the year….!)
· The papers are to be a minimum of 8 FULL pages long, 1.5 line spacing,  NO MORE than 12 pt. type. Watch your margins – they should not be larger than those you see here. (Your title page and bibliography do not count in the overall page length!)
· READ THROUGH YOUR RUBRIC…it will tell you how you ought to put your paper together to get the best grade. You must take a position, support that position, be organized in your thinking and written work, keep a consistent tone and use good grammar and sentence structure.
· 100 points total…broken down by 12 +13 points, respectively, for timeliness of the rough draft and final paper (DO NOT COME to me and say your printer is broken, the paper is in the other room, etc.) 60 for the paper itself and 15 for your efforts on critiquing your classmates’ rough draft. (which will be done on the date the rough draft is due: MARCH 16th!!
Here are the subjects from which you may choose:

1. What’s Wrong With Teaching Evolution in School?: Most of you know it – I’m a big fan of evolution! Without it, we’d lack the healthcare we enjoy today and science itself would be back in the dark ages! Not everyone agrees with me, though. If you take this challenge, you will spend some time reading about the Butler Act of 1925 (Tennessee), look at the American Civil Liberties Union’s (ACLU) planned challenge to the Butler Act (which was the Scopes Trial) and then research the 2005 case that took place in Dover, Pennsylvania. Read Pope John Paul’s statements on science and the Church (from 1995) and decide for yourself – as Catholics and as students of the sciences – if the public schools of our land ought to be teaching evolution. 
Valuable resources: View the movie – Inherit the Wind (black and white but an excellent film!), PBS documentary on the Dover Trail (I own it if you’d like to view it before school/lunch), websites: National Center for Science Education (NCSEweb.org), PBS, History Channel, Berkeley and/or Discovery websites, Google the “Wedge Document” and read a bit about the Discovery Institute (they tout them selves as a not-for-profit think tank) or go and check out the website for the museum I went to see last summer - creationmuseum.org. (The only place I have ever been in this country that had armed guards at each entry point!)
2. Industrial Revolution to Present – A Case for Global Warming?

Choose this option and devise three sections to your overall paper - First, you need to make sure you remember what you learned about the causes for global warming and include this information with lots of detail! 
Then, you need to get a handle on the debate itself… in the end, you’ll give me an opinion as to whether you think there is a credible scientific debate or if this is more of a media campaign? For the science side of the debate: You’ll need to back up your closing opinion with fact! Therefore, I expect that when you discuss the scientific aspects of global warming, you will be looking at credible organizations. Some examples include: The National Academy of Sciences, American Association for the Advancement of Science, The American Meteorological Society and - don’t forget to look at scientific consensus in other countries, too! The other side of the argument is about big business and the economy. http://www.epa.govLook at our economy from the early 1900’s to the present and tell me what factors influenced it then (and now), which industries helped it to grow and who may benefit from a nonexistent climate change. Consider ours as well as the global economy as it relates to transportation, manufacturing and industry. Finally, state your opinion based on what you learned – remember to  back up your thoughts with facts you researched for your paper! Worthwhile websites: , Discovery Channel, PBS, Exploratorium.
3. Pick A Nobel Winner! – I love to learn something new and you can take this opportunity to be the teacher to me! I know a fair amount about scientists like Darwin, Newton, Haber, Oppenheimer, Fermi, Einstein, and others. You may select one of them or find your own Nobel Prize winning scientist. You’ll want to consider the man (or woman’s) life, time in which he or she lived and the experiences that person had. A person’s past has a great deal of influence upon the path he takes in adulthood and enriches the story of his life greatly…use his or her history to write your paper! Was there a war going on? Was the man’s country experiencing any sort of turmoil? I personally find Einstein and Haber’s stories quite interesting due to the fact that both men had deep personal struggles with their feelings of country, loyalty, morality & religious belief and their definitions of success at a time when war was (or was about to) take place.
