Thesis and outline to research paper on Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper”

What makes this short story or novella stand apart from other feminist literature?  Gilman’s mixture in style of psychological realism with gothic horror and her clearly yet richly suggestive use of images and setting effectively establishes her meaning while gripping and haunting her reader.  
I.  Introduction

     Feminist literature

            American and World in Western civilization
            Losing impact with an old message

            19th and 20th centuries
            A Doll’s House

            Story of an Hour
II. Thesis

      Gilman’s artistry

      Psychological realism, gothic horror, imagery and setting 
      Appeal to reader

      Uniqueness, freshness 
III.  Psychological realism
       Autobiographical aspect Gilman’s treatment

       Gilman’s “Why I wrote “The Yellow …”

       Postpartum depression
       Wife and mother pressure

IV.  Psychological subjugation

       Tyranny and insistence of husband 
       John’s treatment of his wife

              “John says…”

               Rest cure

               His failure to listen

       Victim’s decline 
                Symbol of “claustrophobic oppression”
                from “temporary nervous depression” 
                to madness

V.  Writing: Psychological and Symbolic
       Fear of the forbidden

       Desire to write
       Artistic outlet and development

       Confessional and psychological release

       Writing and point of view
               Gilman herself as writer linked to John’s wife (first person)
                Question of who finishes writing the end of this “diary”?
VI. Wallpaper: 

       Doppleganger

             Woman in the pattern

              Narrator and woman in the wallpaper

       Gothic Horror

       Lurid and haunting imagery of wallpaper

       Woman’s obsession with wallpaper

                      Wallpaper as society

                                        as John 

                                        as Jennie

                                        as woman narrator

VII. Ambiguity of ending

          John’s fainting

          Creeping 

          Escape in insanity?  

VIII. Conclusion  Issues are acknowledged and understood by mental health experts  
          Timelessness of this story as relevant to today
           Marriage and spousal relationships 

           Motherhood and postpartum depression 

           Isolation and lack of purpose without work or exercising talents

