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Option 3-I have compiled a collection of resources here that will support my students’ in their animal inquiry projects this fall.  While this is not a single lesson plan, it is instead a combination of strategies for my students to use during different phases of their projects.  I have adapted each strategy to fit the needs of my learners for the purposes of our project.  These will be used to both help students to learn about animal adaptations in general, as well as to help guide their research for their individualized inquiry projects.  

Big Idea:  What behaviors and adaptations do animals use to help them to survive in their environments?  

1.  Hotlist-In the form of my customized search engine (http://www.google.com/cse/home?cx=009529674041229796948:q7snqbiruce)

 Hotlist-Through Filimentality  (login for updates:  “discover”/”learn”)

http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil/pages/listanimaladi.html
	How will the strategy be used?
	What do I want students to learn from this strategy?
	How will I assess this strategy?

	Students will explore the links within this Filimentality hotlist near the beginning of the animal adaptations unit to build their familiarity with animal adaptations, habitats, and interdependence in general.
	The goal through use of this hotlist is for students to develop a basic understanding of animal adaptations, habitats, and interdependence.  I want them to become familiar with these ideas so that they can later learn about the specific adaptations, habitats, and interdependence of a specific animal of their choosing for their animal inquiry projects.  
	I will assess this strategy by reviewing students’ inquiry notebooks where they will record a chart of things that they learn about each topic (adaptations, habitats, interdependence).  Students will be required to include at least three things that they learn about each topic to earn full credit for this assignment.  Partial credit will be earned for incomplete charts.  


2.  Scrapbook
http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil/pages/scrapanimaladi.html
	How will the strategy be used?
	What do I want students to learn from this strategy?
	How will I assess this strategy?

	This scrapbook is much like the hotlist described above but may be used with students who can handle additional links and/or who have skills needed to collect pictures, video clips, etc.  These students will be able to access this scrapbook near the beginning of the animal adaptations unit to build their familiarity with animal adaptations, habitats, and interdependence in general. 
	The goal through use of this scrapbook guide is for students to develop a basic understanding of animal adaptations, habitats, and interdependence.  I want them to become familiar with these ideas so that they can later learn about the specific adaptations, habitats, and interdependence of a specific animal of their choosing for their animal inquiry projects.  Once students have completed their chart with at least three things that they’ve learned about each topic (adaptations, habitats, and interdependence), they may begin researching their own animal through use of the links within this scrapbook.
	I will also assess this strategy by reviewing students’ inquiry notebooks where they will record a chart of things that they learn about each topic (adaptations, habitats, interdependence).  Students will be required to include at least three things that they learn about each topic to earn full credit for this assignment.  Partial credit will be earned for incomplete charts.

Students who have begun researching their animal for their inquiry project will be given support and guidance through student-teacher conferences throughout the research process as well as inquiry notebook checks made each week to ensure that appropriate progress is being made.  These notebook checks will take place during the weekly conference with the teacher.


3.  Treasure Hunt

http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil/pages/huntanimaladi.html
	How will the strategy be used?
	What do I want students to learn from this strategy?
	How will I assess this strategy?

	Students will use this tool after they have completed either the hotlist and/or the scrapbook assignment.  This strategy will be used to help guide students through the process of not only learning more about adaptations, habitat, and interdependence of their own animal that they are researching, but also through the process of evaluating the usefulness of several sites in relation to how helpful these are for their own research purposes.  
	I want students to learn about the adaptations, habitat, and interdependence of the animal that they have chosen to research for their inquiry projects.  I also want them to practice evaluating the usefulness of several websites.  
	I will assess students’ use of this tool by reviewing the answers that they have typed into the text boxes after each of the seven questions.  Students will be instructed to answer each question as thoroughly as they can.  Each of the seven questions is worth a percentage value of about 14 points.  


4.  Web Quest

http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil/pages/webanimaladi.html
	How will the strategy be used?
	What do I want students to learn from this strategy?
	How will I assess this strategy?

	This will be used as a review for the entire animal adaptations unit.  Students will be divided up into groups with each group focusing on a specific topic within our unit of study (adaptations, habitats, interdependence).  After completing the Web Quest associated with their questions, each group will create a product that they will present to others in the class as part of this review.
	I want students to participate in this product-based review of our unit in an engaging and meaningful way that will help them to put together and apply the knowledge that they have gained throughout our unit of study.  I want them to be able to describe and discuss the answers to each of the embedded questions in a knowledgeable way.
	I will assess this strategy using a rubric that will be created with my students.  The rubric will include requirements for successfully completing all of the components described within the Web Quest.  


