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Year of Impossible Goodbyes





Sook Nyul Choi

This page will be your Korean/English translation page. Keep a running list of Korean or Japanese words mentioned and their English definitions to help you remember meanings as you read.
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QUESTIONS

CHAPTER 1
1. What’s the importance of spring?

2. What colors are mentioned? Why do you think those colors are used? What’s the connotation?

3. Describe Aunt Tiger. (16) 

4. On pages 18-19 we read about Mother’s pin. What does it symbolize/represent?

CHAPTER 2

1. “…We would be questioned and punished…for going to worship any other god than the Shinto god” (21). How would you feel if you were forced to worship something other than what you chose to worship?

2. Describe the birthday and Haiwon’s reaction during it.

3. Why did Grandfather say he’d never leave the house again?

4. How did the main character make the chopping down of the pine tree into a good thing? Could you have reacted similarly in her situation?

CHAPTER 3

1.
Describe the mood in Grandfather’s room? 

2.   Explain to Sookan what “massacre” means (40).

3.   What is the significance of Grandfather having no toenails?

4.   What’s the symbolism of Grandfather dying three days after the pine tree is chopped down?

5. Grandfather is quoted as saying, “After darkness, there will be light. The light cannot come without the darkness” (46). Explain what this means and how it applies to Sookan’s current situation.

CHAPTER 4

1.   In the larger paragraph on page 51, what tone is set about the Americans?

2.   “We are like mice trapped in a dungeon of wildcats” (55), Aunt Tiger said. What did she mean?

3.   On page 59, how does the weather add to the horrible situation happening? 

4.   What part does weather play throughout this chapter? 

CHAPTER 5

1.    On the way to her first day of school, Sookan has a daydream about a smiling Buddha. What did it mean (67)?

2.   “I learned the worst thing one could do was speak up for your friend” (73), Sookan found out. What is another lesson she learned that day?

3.    What tactics did Narita Sensei use to brainwash her students? (74) 

4.    How would you best summarize Sookan’s first day of school? Explain why.

5.    When Mother gives her pin for rice to feed the family, what light does this act shed on the           Japanese Imperial soldiers? 

CHAPTER 6

1.    “The dreams of a happy future together in a free land were shattered. The whole town was transformed into a hospital” (96). What changed after the war? What didn’t change?

2.    How does the author portray the Russians? (98)

3.    Why did Sookan feel more comfortable around the Russian soldiers in her house than the Japanese soldiers?

CHAPTER 7

1.    What does “proletariat” mean (108)?

2.    How is a song a strong weapon or tool? 

3.    Sookan mentions the “‘kind Marxist leaders’” on page 111. What is she implying by that statement? 

CHAPTER 8
1.    How has Aunt Tiger’s character changed? 

2.     What would give Sookan reason to believe that the guide was a “greedy farmer” (128)?

3.    Describe the train station using sensory details? (129-31) 

4.    After completing this chapter, discuss the role weather plays in it. 

5.    What do you predict will happen to Sookan and Inchun? What do you think happened to their Mother? 

CHAPTER 9

1.    What’s the tone at the beginning of this chapter? 

2.    What does “interrogation” mean (148)?

3.    Was it a clever idea to give the guards’ dogs a piece of bread or a wasteful plan? Why? 

4.    What do you predict will happen to Sookan and Inchun now?

CHAPTER 10

1.    How would you describe Sookan? 

2.    What do you think happened to Aunt Tiger and Kisa?

3.    What do you predict happened to Mother?

EPILOGUE

· Discuss the tension of religion in the book. Sookan mentions a lot about her Grandfather’s Buddha and her Mother’s Catholic God in Heaven. Which do you think she leans toward most? How do you know this? List specific quotes from the book that help your answer.

· Autobiographies are written from a subjective point-of-view, meaning that they usually take one side of the story alone. How would you describe Sook Nyul Choi’s point-of-view? What is her view on the war?

