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Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to a new school year for your fifth grader!  We are extremely excited about teaching your child and getting to know you as well.  We look forward to a happy and productive school year built on teamwork, cooperation, and respect.
From Mrs. Luster: 
In addition to welcoming you and your child to my class, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself.  I am a native of New Jersey, but I graduated from the University of Maryland.  I fell in love with this area and decided I really wanted to live here.  This will be my tenth year teaching.  Before working at Chevy Chase Elementary, I spent four years teaching fourth grade in Prince Georges County.   I earned an M.S. in Curriculum and Instruction from McDaniel College. I love reading, playing piano, and traveling as much as I can in my spare time.  I truly love learning and I intend to share that love with my students.  I am absolutely thrilled to be your teacher at Chevy Chase.  

From Mrs. Chu:
I am extremely delighted to have your child in my class this year.  I will be my 17th year as a teacher at CCES in a variety of capacities, including a six-year tenure as the science lab teacher, I.M. math teacher, magnet coordinator, GT liaison, and Green School coordinator.  I am looking forward to bringing that experience and learning into our classroom to create an enriching environment for your child.  I currently hold an M.A. in Early Childhood and Elementary Education and M.Ed. in Education Policy and Leadership with a concentration in Curriculum Theory and Development.  When I am not in the classroom, you’ll most likely find me hanging out with my husband and three children, reading one of the dozen books on my nightstand, cooking up a feast for friends, or going for a run outside.  I am confident that this school year will be filled with great growth and many joys for all of us!
We anticipate a strong bond with our classes this year.  We empathize with the many gripes about boredom, perfectionism, being understood, and being overwhelmed at possibilities.  Though your child will be challenged this year, we will work closely with your family to ensure he or she achieves maximum growth and success academically, socially, and emotionally.
We are sure you are anxious to know how you can help your child get off to a good start. We will send home more information on the first day to answer many of your questions.  We also invite you to attend Chevy Chase’s Back to School Night on Tuesday, August 30th   where we will discuss everything you will need to know for fifth grade.  
Once again, we look forward to working in partnership with you throughout the coming year and are confident that together we can provide the support and encouragement to help your child excel.

Sincerely,

Josephine Luster & Eunice Chu
