MAMMAL NOTES

PHYLUM CORDATA

CLASS MAMALIA

CHARACTERISTICS (7)

1.  ENDOTHERMIC:

can regulate body temperature in any environment, maintain constant body temperature, allows them to be active at night or day

2.  HAIR:


only mammals have hair!  provides insulation and waterproofing

3.  HEART HAS 4 CHAMBERS


pumps blood efficiently; two atria and two ventricles; 

blood doesn’t mix (oxygenated and unoxygenated)

4.  DIAPHRAM

sheet of muscle below the rib cage that aids in efficient breathing; enables large  amounts of oxygen to enter the body and reach all the cells

5.  SINGLE JAWBONE WITH FOUR TYPEPS OF TEETH

may use a variety of food sources, may live in a wide range of environments, pointed incisors, canines, premolars, molars

6.  VIVIPAROUS

carry young in uterus during development, give birth to live young, can move without leaving unborn unprotected

7.  PRODUCE MILK


mammary glands produce milk; young dependent on mother

CLASSIFICATION (3)

1. PLACENTAL ANIMALS

nourish unborn through the placenta, humans, elephants, dogs, bats; 95% of all mammals

2.  MONOTREMES

lay eggs; 1 species of duck-billed platypus, 2 species of spiny anteaters; found only in Australia, Tasmania, and New Guinea

3.  MARSUPIALS

pouched animals; short period of development within mother, followed by development within pouch; kangaroos, Tasmanian devil, opossum, koala

