The Plasma Membrane/Cell Membrane

What is the plasma membrane? It is the flexible boundary around each cell.  It is special for several reasons:

1. It is Selectively Permeable: it allows some things to enter, and other things to leave.  



ex: similar to screen in a window


*also called semi-permeable

2. Fluid Mosaic Model: the membrane is flexible and moves.  It is “bumpy” like a mosaic because proteins stick up out the surface.




*these proteins may help identify the cell, receive 




chemical signals, or help 
particles pass through the membrane


3. Cholesterol, a lipid, is found in the plasma membrane.  It helps 
stop the fatty acid tails from sticking together.


4. Called the Phospholipid Bi-layer because it is made of 2 layers of 
phospholipids stacked so that the tails face each other and the heads 
face away.
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B.  Carbohydrate Chain





D. Cholesterol








Fatty Acid (Lipid) Tails


*Non-polar


*Hydrophobic





Phosphate Head


*Polar


*Hydrophilic





C. Membrane Protein








