Lakeland Christian Academy 

Secondary Band and Choir Handbook

Standards of Behavior
Band and Choir
Standards of behavior ensure that the Lakeland Christian Academy band and choir will establish and maintain a tradition of excellence and will protect students and equipment.
1. No gum, candy, food or drinks in the Fine Arts Classrooms. 

2. Do not interfere with the directors’ ability to teach or a students' ability to learn. 

3. Students are not to touch or handle any equipment or instrument that they are not assigned to play by the school. 

4. All required materials are to be brought to class each day. 

5. Do not bring extra materials to your seat in rehearsal. 

Procedures

6. Band students should refrain from playing their instruments until class begins and the director starts the warm-up. 

7. Students must be in their chair (with instrument and music if in band; with music if in choir) by the start of the class period. 

8. Band students should not leave their instrument unattended. 

9. Keep your eyes on the director when he or she is speaking. 

10. Percussion instruments are only for the percussionists.  All other students are to leave them alone. 

11. Band students will be expected to take your instrument and music home every day.  
General Requirements:


1. Maintain a positive attitude and a strong work ethic.
2. Daily home practice
3. Bring an instrument in good playing condition to all rehearsals and performances (band)                         
4. Bring and maintain all equipment and accessories required for your instrument (band). 5. Bring a pencil and binder containing all music we are performing to all rehearsals and performances.
6. Remain eligible for extra-curricular/non-graded activities (pass all classes every 6 weeks)
7. Maintain and accessorize band or choir uniform 
8. Practice journals must be turned in weekly with your practice times (band)
*Disciplinary Consequences*
Violation of the standards or procedures outlined may result in one or more of the following actions:
1.   Verbal warning
2.   Time-out (may include a writing assignment) resulting in loss of participation point.             3.   Removal from band/choir rehearsal or performance resulting in a failing daily grade.
4.   Parent contact
5.   Referral to principal’s office
Severe behavioral problems will result in an immediate referral to principal’s office. 

*Secondary Band/Choir Grading Policy*   
Grades in Secondary School Band/Choir are based on:
40%  Attendance at performances and rehearsals
All performances and rehearsals are marked on the calendar as mandatory events. Students not present for performance will receive a zero.  In the case of illness or other excused absences, a make-up assignment may be assigned at the discretion of the director.
          35%  Daily grades 
Daily grades consist of assignments, participation, and tests.  A zero will be given to any student who has an unexcused absence or refuses to take a test.  Any playing/singing test below 70 can be raised by re-performing the selection during a time scheduled by the band director.
          

25%   Practice Journals (Band) or Homework (Choir)
Practice journals and homework will be graded on a weekly basis.  The practice week will begin on Tuesday and conclude on Monday. If practice logs and/or homework are not turned in on Tuesday there will be a 30 point penalty. If not received by Wednesday, a “0” will be entered for that week.  If a holiday falls on Tuesday the practice log/homework will be due on Wednesday.   

*Secondary Band/Choir Attendance Policy*
Any activity which is included in the course is considered curricular.  Regular rehearsals, performances, and extra rehearsals, are part of the course requirements and are, therefore, graded activities.

Unlike other core classes, it is not possible to make-up a performance or special rehearsal.  Attendance at all rehearsals and performances is mandatory.  All absences must be approved in advance by the director.  Advanced notice should be given at least three school days for rehearsals and two weeks for performances.  Only conflicts of a serious nature will be considered.  Failure to have an absence excused in the previous manner may result in the student failing that six week grading period.  If you absolutely must miss an activity due to an unavoidable conflict or family emergency, a written request by parent or guardian will be needed.  Please submit the request in a timely manner.  Requests will be reviewed and excused at the directors’ discretion.  Unexcused absences may result in the reassignment to a different part or role in the rehearsal or performance.

Performances are the center piece and focus of our program, when missed the students do not get to experience the fruits of their labor.

Every member of our band and choir is important.  One missing member is like a missing link in a chain.  You are important!  

The majority of students who miss events, have missed due to the lack of planning or lack of communication.  Most all absences can be avoided or excused by planning ahead. Always plan ahead. 

The success of our program is directly proportional to the overall attendance rate throughout the year.  Please make every effort to schedule your medical, dental, or other appointments around band activities and class time.

Instrument Choices - Band
· Students will be auditioning for instruments in the brass, woodwind, and percussion family.  The instrument audition process will take place on September 1 during the regularly scheduled music class.  

· Students who already play a band instrument will audition during this time as well.

· Private lessons may be required for some instruments.

· Instrument assignments are based upon student interest, student ability, and recommendation of the band director.

· The final decision on instrument choice lies with the band director.

*Instrument Rentals*
· Instrument rental is a great way to “try before you buy”.  Information on local instrument rentals is available from the Fine Arts Director.
*Fees for LBC Owned Instruments*
1. All students playing an instrument owned by LBC will be required to pay a maintenance fee of $75.00 per year. 

2. The fee is intended to help offset a small part of the normal repair and upkeep cost of these expensive school owned instruments.  

3. Fees should be paid before September 10.  Make all checks out to Lakeland Baptist Church. 
4. All fees are non-refundable. If a student moves or is no longer part of the band program, they will not receive a refund. 

5. If a student enrolls in band after the start of the second semester, or changes to a LBC owned instrument at that time, their fee will still be $75.00 per school year. 

*Practice Requirements – Band*
Regular, consistent practice is vital to success as an individual performer and to the ensemble.  Daily practice will be required for all band members.  Practice logs count as 25% of the total grade.  Daily practice will typically consist of technique exercises, musical passages specific to the assigned music, and work assigned by your student’s private lesson teacher (if applicable).
*Private Lessons*
Private lessons are not required for all instruments, but are HIGHLY recommended.  Private lessons can be secured through the LBEC Fine Arts Academy or other local music lesson providers.  
*Uniforms*
Students will be informed in advance of dress requirements for performances by their director.
