Name: _________________________________________ Date: __________ English: ______

The House on Mango Street By: Sandra Cisneros

	Writing Prompts 1


Identifying a sense of self is important as we read The House on Mango Street.  Esperanza has presented these first four ways of defining and explaining who she is.   Now it is your turn.  Select ONE prompt below and write your own vignette.  Try to incorporate any descriptive techniques you can.

“The House on Mango Street” (p.1)

Describe your house in detail.  Include the sounds and smells typical of your home, and perhaps how certain structures/objects feel in our outside of it.  Finally, embed one brief anecdote in your description that shows something about your house (like the nun anecdote in Cisneros’ book).

“Hairs” (p.6)

Use personification and/or a series of similes and metaphors to describe your hair and the hair of other members of your family.  Make sure your figurative language is both original and accurate.

“Boys and Girls” (p.8)

How are boys and girls different socially?  In what ways do they “Live in separate worlds,” in your opinion?

“My Name” (p.10)

What does your name mean?  How did you get it?  Do you like it?  Why or why not?  Do you have a nickname?  What would you name yourself?  Why?  Any stories associated with how you got your name?  Try to follow Cisneros’ style in her vignette as you write your response.

“Cathy, Queen of Cats” (p. 12)

Describe in detail a neighbor who is special in some way OR a friend you had when you were younger.  Tell what the person looked like and, using dialogue and actions, show what made that person unique.

“Our Good Day” (p.14)

Choose a “good day” from your childhood or more recent days where you and some friends had an “adventure.”  Zoom into the highlight of this day (the best part) and tell the story of what happened.  Be sure to embed important descriptions of the characters involved, the setting, and dialogue.  Use a few original similes/metaphors as well.

“Laughter” (p. 17)

Write a free verse poem describing what your laughter is like.  How is it similar to or different from other members of your family’s?

“Gil’s Furniture Bought & Sold” (p. 19)

Choose a place that’s cluttered and describe it using specific nouns.  It could be a store like Gil’s, a room, a garage, a closet, a basement, or an attic.
“Meme Ortiz” (p. 21)

Describe a person who owns a cat or dog (or other pet).  How are the person and the pet alike?  How are they different?  Compare and contrast; include an anecdote about the person and pet.

“Louie, His Cousin & His Other Cousin” (p. 23)

Either describe a favorite car (old car, cool car, junk car) in your family OR tell the story of a fender-bender accident you’ve been in or witnessed.

	Writing Prompts 2


Choose ONE prompt and write your own vignette.  Any of these prompts may be used to develop your final vignette.

“Marin” (p. 26)

Describe someone who has great dreams.  Be sure the reader can see both the character AND his/her great dreams.

“Those Who Don’t” (p. 28)

Are you afraid of cities?  Of people different from you?  Why?  Explain how you behave and, in retrospect, how this makes you feel.

“There Was an Old Woman…” (p. 29)

Were there ever kids who your parents warned you to stay away from?  Describe a few of them and, briefly, how they behave.

“Alicia Who Sees Mice” (p. 31)

Describe one of your fears or those of someone you know.

“Darius & the Clouds” (p. 33)

Describe a time when someone surprised you by saying something enlightening, revealing, or just plain neat.

“And Some More” (p. 35)

Tell an anecdote (using dialogue) of a time when you and some friends got in an argument over something stupid.
“The Family of Little Feet” (p. 39)

Can you recall a time when you played dress up or something that made you feel much older or sophisticated?  Tell the story.

“A Rice Sandwich” (p. 43)

Bag lunches and school cafeterias.  Describe in detail some unique sandwiches and designs, some interesting foods and surprises, you’ve found in your brown bags at school lunch.  Ever trade foods?  Which ones and why?  Do you have any funny cafeteria stories?  Tell your story.

“Chancles” (p. 46)

Describe a time when you were mortified by having to wear clothes you considered to be ugly, inappropriate, or embarrassing.  Where were you and why did you feel this way?  What happened?

“Hips” (p. 49)

Create some jump-rope rhymes (or “Choosing It” rhymes) of your own.  Share a few actual ones (like Nenny does) that you used when you were a kid.

“The First Job” (p.53)

Describe a situation when you were shy almost to the point of self-conscious embarrassment.

	Writing Prompts 3


Choose ONE prompt and write your own vignette.  Any of these prompts may be used to develop your final vignette.

“Papa Who Wakes” (p. 56)

Has there ever been death in the family?  Describe your conflicting emotions.  How did you deal with the pain or help others deal with it?  How did others help you?  What did you gain from the experience?

“Born Bad” (p. 58)

Have you ever picked on someone only to be torn by guilt for doing it?  Describe the incident and the feelings it caused.

“Elenita, Cards, Palm, Water” (p. 62)

Describe a memory involving superstition, astrology, or fortune-telling.

“Geraldo No Last Name” (p. 65)

Has an interesting stranger ever passed in and out of your life in one day?  Provide details.

“Edna’s Ruthie” (p. 67)

Describe an adult who is like a kid.  Show the reader how this person acts and remains young.

“The Earl of Tennessee” (p. 70)

“At night Nenny and I can hear… lets loose its sigh of dampness.” (p. 71)  Using the sense of sound, describe a daily ritual you recognize through daily routine.

“Sire” (p. 72)

Describe a time when you had to force yourself to be brave around people who make you nervous.

“Four Skinny Trees” (p. 74)

Use personification and extended similes/metaphors to describe an inanimate object.  OR Compare yourself or someone you know to an inanimate object.  Using personification and extended similes/metaphors, to make the comparison and describe both the person and object.
	Writing Prompts 4


Choose ONE prompt and write your own vignette.  Any of these prompts may be used to develop your final vignette.

“No Speak English” (p. 76)

Have you ever met someone who could not speak English or been in a country where you could not speak the native language?  Share your experience and try to capture the moment using figurative language and dialogue.

“Rafaela Who Drinks…” (p. 79)

Rafaela wishes she were Rapunzel.  Describe a fairy tale character or a mythological character you wish YOU were.  Aim to use your voice as you explain.

“Sally” (p. 81)

Write a monologue to a person (real or imagined) you have frequently seen but never met.  What do you already know about this person?  What speculations do you have about him/her?  What would you ask him/her?  Be sure to include a description of the person you are addressing.

“Minerva Writes Poems” (p. 84)

Write a letter of advice to Minerva.  Include an original poem of your own about something cheerful.

“Bums in the Attic” (p. 86)

Do you believe that Cisneros, who is now successful, invites bums to sleep in her attic?  Why or why not?

“Beautiful & Cruel” (p. 88)

In what ways have you tried to show your independence, to prove that you are going to do things your own way?  Tell a story of a memorable time.  Capture it with precise words to describe your feelings and actions.

“A Smart Cookie” (p. 90)

What lesson about life is the mother trying to impart on Esperanza?  How might this lesson apply to your life?  Write about a time when someone gave you advice indirectly, as Esperanza’s mother has done.  Try using verbal irony in your writing to communicate the lesson.

	Writing Prompts 5


Choose ONE prompt and write your own vignette.  Any of these prompts may be used to develop your final vignette.

“What Sally Said” (p. 92)

Sally comes to your house saying she has fallen again.  Write an imaginary dialogue of what you’d say to her and of what you imagine she’d say back.

“The Monkey Garden” (p. 94)

1. Describe in detail a garden or other secret spot you visited as a kid (or still go to now).

OR

2. Which character do you dislike more—Sally or Tito’s mother?  Why?  What is it you dislike about either one of them?  What would you say to Sally or Tito’s mother about the type of person they are?

“Red Clowns” (p. 99)

What ironic contrasts make this vignette so effective?  Explain.  Try writing about an experience where you work with using ironic contrasts to emphasize a point or feeling.

“Linoleum Roses” (p. 101)

What makes this vignette ironic and, at the same time, pitiful?
“The Three Sisters” (p. 103)

Infer what Esperanza wished for.  Quote the concrete details where Cisneros implied what you are inferring.

“Alicia & I Talking” (p. 106)

True or false: “You can’t go home again…”  Explain.

“A House of My Own” (p. 108)

Based on this vignette, make some inferences about the author, Sandra Cisneros.  Explain your inferences.

“Mango Says Goodbye Sometimes” (p. 109)

How has Cisneros come back to Mango Street?  What previous themes in the book does this ending tie into?
