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Ms. Gelezunas







11th Grade English, Level One
Ellington High School – 2010-2011 Academic Year

mgelezunas@ellingtonschools.net

Welcome to a challenging and enlightening year dedicated to the study of American literature.  I look forward to getting to know all of you. Please keep this packet in your binder for reference.
American Literature Course of Study Overview

Novels and Dramas:
The Great Gatsby



F. Scott Fitzgerald

Of Mice and Men



John Steinbeck

The Scarlet Letter



Nathaniel Hawthorne

Spoon River Anthology



Edgar Lee Masters

The Crucible




Arthur Miller

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Mark Twain

Our Town




Thornton Wilder

Additional Areas of Study:

“The Ad Men” – masterpieces of American speech and their relation to elements of advertising

Transcendentalism: an overview featuring Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau
Additional Components of the Course of Study:
The Bergen-Evans Vocabulary Program
Preparation for college-level coursework, including learning and employing close reading techniques

Small and large group discussions and projects
Building upon and improving skills in grammar, mechanics, and usage 

Essays – writing in-depth, cogent, and coherent expository essays on works of literature
The short story

Poetry study and writing (serious and whimsical)

SAT preparation, including grammar and essay-writing
Research paper on an American author
Independent reading project

The objectives in this course align with the following EHS Expectations for Student Learning:

Academic:

· Listen and view with understanding

· Read and write effectively

· Reason effectively, think critically, and solve problems

· Utilize resources including media, computers and other technologies

Civic:

· Meet the responsibilities of citizenship

Social:

· Practice moral and ethical conduct

· Affirm diversity and practice respect

· Demonstrate skills and competencies for personal well-being and growth
English 11-1 -  American Literature - General Objectives
The student will:

· Acquire, interpret, and evaluate information drawn from American literature, culture, and history.
· Practice and improve skills in reading, specifically enhancing the ability to read critically by asking pertinent questions, recognizing assumptions and implications, and evaluating ideas. 
· Acquire, improve, and employ close reading techniques analyzing the author’s use of language.
· Practice and improve skills in vocabulary.
· Enhance the ability to engage in discussions as both the speaker and the listener – interpreting, analyzing, and summarizing.
· Improve the ability to recognize the techniques a speaker uses to affect an audience and to utilize those techniques in an oral presentation.

· Write subjectively, analytically, and creatively about American literature, recognizing that writing is a process involving a number of elements, including collecting information, formulating ideas and determining their relationships, drafting, arranging information in effective paragraphs in appropriate order, using accurate transitions, and revising.

· Enhance skills in using the conventions of standard written English, including grammar, usage, mechanics, and sentence structure.

· Gain a thorough understanding of the evolution of American values as seen through the literature. 
Items Required for English Class: Please bring the following materials with you to class every day:

1. Three-ring notebook with dividers (suggested divider labels: current novel/play, grammar/mechanics, vocabulary, past novels/plays, SAT practice)
2. White loose-leaf notebook paper

3. A pen or a pencil – having more than one is a good idea
4. A computer storage device – flash drive

Required Paper Heading: Please use the MLA heading in the upper left corner of the first page of every written assignment.  Failure to use the proper heading will result in a point deduction from your paper.
First Name Last Name 
Ms. Gelezunas

English 11-1-F  (or G)
Day Month Year 
Example:

Jordan Student

Ms. Gelezunas

English 11-1-F
8 September 2010
Classroom Rules 
1.  All school rules apply. See the Student Handbook!  These rules include, but are not limited to:

· No food or drink is allowed in class, except for bottled water.
· Absolutely no cell phone, iPod, or any other electronic device should be visible or audible at any time during the school day.
2. Respect yourself, others, and school property. 
· Treat everybody with respect and courtesy.
· Keep your hands, feet, and objects to yourself.
· Vandalism (including writing on desks) will not be tolerated and is punishable according to school policy.
3.  Positive behavior and participation are essential for your success.

· Behavior and participation will affect your grade either positively or negatively.  Aim for the positive with intelligent questions, reasonable guesses, and appropriate responses.  Avoid the negative such as talking with your classmates at inappropriate times, doing homework for other classes, interrupting others, or putting your head down on the desk. 
4.  Be prepared and on time for class.

· Arrive on time with all necessary materials; trips to lockers will NOT be allowed.
· Tardiness will result in attendance penalties; see the Student Handbook!
· You are responsible for earning your grade – write down assignments carefully and pay attention to all deadlines.
5.   Be appropriate!
Failure to abide by classroom rules will result in a warning (first offense), a detention  and a phone call home (second offense), and further actions as needed, including confiscation of electronic devices, written office referrals, etc.  Skipping a teacher-issued detention will result in a student’s having to serve both an office and a teacher detention. 
 Grading Policy
A variety of assessments will be used to measure your achievement, including class discussion, preparation, and participation; homework, quizzes, tests, essays, projects, speeches, and a research paper.  You will receive a cumulative point grade.  
Grading for Major Essays: Grammar and Mechanics

In addition to being graded on essay content as specified on assignment rubrics, you will also be graded on grammar and mechanics.  

· You will be given a list entitled “20 Common Errors in Writing” which we will go over in class and which you must keep in your binder.

· We will review grammar and mechanics rules throughout the year. 

· All year, you will receive a one-point deduction from your essay grade for each error you make in your written work. 

· You are responsible for accurately and consistently proofreading your work!   Beware of careless errors that bring down your grade!
Common Errors That Will Result in Point Deductions:

· Run-on sentences/comma splices

· Sentence fragments

· Subject/verb agreement

· Possessive apostrophe error

· No comma after introductory element

· Incorrect punctuation of titles and dialogue

· Incorrect comma with essential and non-essential element

· Wrong pronoun

· Wrong tense or verb form

· Comma error

· Misplaced or dangling modifier

· Verb tense shift

· Unnecessary shift in person

· No comma in compound sentence

· Pronoun agreement error

· Homonym error (it’s/its; their/there/they’re; your/you’re; too/to/two

· Vague pronoun reference

· Words frequently confused

· Faulty parallel structure 

· Weak passive voice

· Spelling errors
· Documentation format
· Capitalization
· Proofreading errors (omitted words, typos)
· Punctuation (including the semi-colon and colon)
· Do NOT use second-person “you”
You have been taught the aforementioned topics.  You are responsible.  As top level students, you are capable of policing your own work.  Please discipline yourselves to do so, for a thorough knowledge of grammar and mechanics and effective proofreading techniques are invaluable lifelong tools. 

Late Work Policy
· Absolutely NO late homework will be accepted.
· Major assignments will drop one grade level for each day late – I will not accept them at all after three days.
· The research paper MUST be handed in on the day it is due.
Make-Up Work
You have two days for each EXCUSED absence to make up late work.  It is your responsibility to get your own make-up work; I cannot chase after you! While you can always get a missed assignment from a classmate, it is your responsibility to get the correct assignment, due date, etc.  I strongly advise you to ask me for missing work.
Please be advised that if you miss a quiz or a test, it is also your responsibility to see me to arrange a make-up time.  If, for a legitimate reason, you cannot keep your appointment to make up a quiz or test, it is your responsibility to let me know.  If you miss your appointment to make up a quiz or test without prior notification, you will not be able to make up that assessment.
According to the Ellington High School Student Handbook, “Students who are out of town due to a field trip should plan ahead so that their work is completed on schedule.  In cases of out-of-town or overnight field trips, ONE day will be allowed for each day of school missed.” 

Beware of the High Cost of Procrastination!

Extra Help

I am available both during H block and after school to provide you with any extra help you might need.  Please see me to arrange a time. 

Plagiarism

As juniors, you should be very familiar with the definition and practice of plagiarism, and you should know not to plagiarize ANYTHING.  Whatever you write on your own is worth far more than anything “better” copied from someone else.  Plagiarism is punishable by a grade of zero for the assignment plus no chance of make-up. Additionally, plagiarism will result in further disciplinary action, including a phone call home and notification of your guidance counselor as well as additional consequences. 
Contact Information
Email: mgelezunas@ellingtonschools.net
Good luck and have a great year!  
Policy Acknowledgment
Please sign and return this sheet by Thursday, September 9th, 2010.

I have read and acknowledge the course objectives, goals, rules and requirements for Ms. Gelezunas’s English class.
Student Name: (please print)__________________________________________

Student Signature:___________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (please print):__________________________________

Parent/GuardianSignature:___________________________________________

Best way to contact Parent/Guardian – i.e., home, work, cell phone, email:

Thank you!

