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Ms. Gelezunas







Honors English 10
Ellington High School – 2010-2011 Academic Year

mgelezunas@ellingtonschools.net

Welcome to a challenging and enlightening year.
I look forward to getting to know all of you. 
Please keep this packet in your binder for reference.
Honors English 10 Course of Study Overview

Summer Reading:
    
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry

   
In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez


The Color of Water by James McBride

Major Novels and Plays:

         
The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway

   
To Kill a Mockingbird  by Harper Lee


Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom


The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

    
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

     
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros  

    
Lord of the Flies by William Golding

    
The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier

     
A Separate Peace by John Knowles

     
The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams 

     
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare

     
A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare

    
The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury

Additional Components of Study:
Creative writing        
Vocabulary                 
 Outside reading                  Speech                     
Poetry
                     
Research project      
 CAPT prep

      Short stories


Building upon and improving skills in grammar, mechanics, and usage

Essays – writing in-depth, cogent, and coherent expository essays on works of literature
Group discussions and projects
The objectives in this course align with the following EHS Expectations for Student Learning:
Academic:

· Listen and view with understanding

· Read and write effectively

· Reason effectively, think critically, and solve problems

· Utilize resources including media, computers and other technologies

Civic:

· Meet the responsibilities of citizenship
Social:

· Practice moral and ethical conduct

· Affirm diversity and practice respect

· Demonstrate skills and competencies for personal well-being and growth

Ellington High School Mission Statement

       Ellington High School prepares students to become knowledgeable, respectful citizens who value learning, integrity, personal well being, equity, and diversity.
Honors English 10 Curriculum Objectives:
Students will:
A. Overall, students will be able to:
1.  Expand their interests and reach their fullest potential through language.

2. Develop critical thinking skills through the reading, discussion, and application of a variety of materials.
3. Exchange ideas, listen perceptively, and discuss vigorously.

4. Expand their vocabulary through the use of a sequential vocabulary program.

5. Examine various racial, ethnic, and religious groups through the use of appropriate reading materials.

 B.  Reading: Through analytical reading of poetry, drama, essays, short stories and novels, students will be able to:
1. Interpret author's meaning inferentially as well as literally.

2. Separate personal opinions and assumptions from those of the author and compare reading with real-life situations, understanding  relevancy and universality.

3. Identify literary devices within the context of specific readings.

 4. Become familiar with masterpieces of literature both past and  present.

 C. Writing: Students will be able to:
 1. Write complete Standard English sentences with correct structure, verb forms, word choice, spelling, and mechanics.

2. Develop unified, coherent paragraphs.

 3. Vary writing style for different purposes (creative, essay,  summary, business letter, character sketch, 

comparison/contrast, literary analysis).
4. Quote and paraphrase accurately.

 5. Edit by correcting and rewriting.

D. Seminar/Group Discussion: Students will be able to:
1. Engage critically and constructively in the exchange of ideas.

 2. Ask and answer questions coherently and concisely.

 3. Gain poise and self-confidence and improve use of voice to communicate through numerous public speaking opportunities,  including seminar.

Items Required for English Class: Please bring the following materials with you to class every day:

1. Three-ring notebook with dividers (suggested divider labels: current novel/play, grammar/mechanics, vocabulary, past novels/plays, SAT practice)

2. White loose-leaf notebook paper

3. A pen or a pencil – having more than one is a good idea

4. A computer storage device – flash drive
Required Paper Heading: Please use the MLA heading in the upper left corner of the first page of every written assignment.  Failure to use the proper heading will result in a point deduction from your paper.
First Name Last Name 
Ms. Gelezunas

English 10 H
Day Month Year 
Example: (please double-space heading on your papers)
Jordan A. Student

Ms. Gelezunas

English 10 H
8 September 2010
Classroom Rules 
1.  All school rules apply. See the Student Handbook!  These rules include, but are not limited to:

· No food or drink is allowed in class, except for bottled water.
· Absolutely no cell phone, iPod, or any other electronic device should be visible or audible at any time during the school day.
2. Respect yourself, others, and school property. 
· Treat everybody with respect and courtesy.
· Keep your hands, feet, and objects to yourself.
· Vandalism (including writing on desks) will not be tolerated and is punishable according to school policy.
3.  Positive behavior and participation are essential for your success.

· Behavior and participation will affect your grade either positively or negatively.  Aim for the positive with intelligent questions, reasonable guesses, and appropriate responses.  Avoid the negative such as talking with your classmates at inappropriate times, doing homework for other classes, interrupting others, or putting your head down on the desk. 
4.  Be prepared and on time for class.

· Arrive on time with all necessary materials; trips to lockers will NOT be allowed.
· Tardiness will result in attendance penalties; see the Student Handbook!
· You are responsible for earning your grade – write down assignments carefully and pay attention to all deadlines.
5.   Be appropriate!

Failure to abide by classroom rules will result in a warning (first offense), a detention  and a phone call home (second offense), and further actions as needed, including confiscation of electronic devices, written office referrals, etc.  Skipping a teacher-issued detention will result in a student’s having to serve both an office and a teacher detention. 

 Grading Policy
A variety of assessments will be used to measure your achievement, including class discussion, preparation, and participation; homework, quizzes, tests, essays, projects, speeches, and a research paper.  You will receive a cumulative point grade.  
 Paper Grade Determination
 A     Superior work in all respects; eloquent; magical; I learned something. 

 B         Above average; goes beyond the minimum requirements; exhibits 

            thought and perception but not much "magic."

 C         Average; meets the requirements and nothing more; states the    

            obvious.

 D         Below average; some requirements not met; the topic is not 

             examined completely; something is missing.

 F          Failing; most if not all requirements not met; too much is missing.

Grading for Major Essays: Grammar and Mechanics

In addition to being graded on essay content as specified on assignment rubrics, you will also be graded on grammar and mechanics.  

· You will be given a list entitled “20 Common Errors in Writing” which we will go over in class and which you must keep in your binder.

· We will review grammar and mechanics rules throughout the year. 

· All year, you will receive a one-point deduction from your essay grade for each error you make in your written work. 

· You are responsible for accurately and consistently proofreading your work!   Beware of careless errors that bring down your grade!
Common Errors That Will Result in Point Deductions:

· Run-on sentences/comma splices

· Sentence fragments

· Subject/verb agreement

· Possessive apostrophe error

· No comma after introductory element

· Incorrect punctuation of titles and dialogue

· Incorrect comma with essential and non-essential element

· Wrong pronoun

· Wrong tense or verb form

· Comma error

· Misplaced or dangling modifier

· Verb tense shift

· Unnecessary shift in person

· No comma in compound sentence

· Pronoun agreement error

· Homonym error (it’s/its; their/there/they’re; your/you’re; too/to/two

· Vague pronoun reference

· Words frequently confused
· Faulty parallel structure 

· Weak passive voice

· Spelling errors
· Documentation format
· Capitalization
· Proofreading errors (omitted words, typos)
· Punctuation (including the semi-colon and colon)
· Do NOT use second-person “you”
We will review these topics on an as-needed basis.
Evaluation Criteria for Seminar Participation
Since your seminar grade will be a part of your quarter grade, it will be useful to examine the nature and dynamics of a seminar and to understand how your role in the seminar will be evaluated.

The seminar has become a part of education because it affords a group of people who share common interests and/or experiences an opportunity to expand their knowledge through the exchange of ideas.  Ideally, this exchange will stimulate minds and lead to new insights.

Intrinsic to a successful seminar are the common rules of courtesy; obviously, each person must listen to and respect the opinions of others.  This respect is made evident not only by verbal response but also by body language and facial expression.  Interrupting or monopolizing of a discussion undermines success.

Beyond these basis dynamics, I offer the following suggestions:   

1. Be active and contribute regularly to discussion.  Active participation shows your familiarity with the assigned materials.  I’m looking for higher-order thinking: for example, making connections and comparisons, exploring consequences of a line of thinking, and looking for weaknesses in seemingly comfortable theories.  Interesting digressions are not an acceptable substitute for substantive comments.  

2. Please do not ask me if you can disagree with me or with a peer. You have the right to state your views courteously and clearly. 

3. Be aware of your body language.  Be attentive---please do not behave as if you are ready for a nap.

4. Please do not interrupt another speaker.

5. Pay attention to your tone, pace, pronunciation, and projection.  No mumbling, please!
6. Please look at your peers and at me when you speak---the desk, your hands, the wall, and the clock aren’t interested in what you’re saying.  Employ eye contact, please!
7. If someone made a statement with which you agree, it is acceptable to voice your agreement---it isn’t necessary to launch into an extended paraphrase of what someone else has said.

8. Think before you speak.  If you lose your train of thought, that’s okay, too!

9. Discussions are graded!  Grades are based on the quality of the response----never on the quantity.

10.  The purpose of seminar is to gain new insights and make new discoveries about characters, themes, and ourselves!

 Seminar Grade Determination

The class grade is a combination of attendance, attention, participation, and academic correctness.

An  "A" class grade means that a student is nearly always present, is attentive, and actively participates during class and nearly always contributes something of value to discussions.  This student, obviously, is neither disruptive of classroom routines.

A "B" class grade shows that a student does a good, but not outstanding job.  This person may seldom contribute actively to class discussions, but is actively attentive during the period.  While his/her responses may sometimes miss the mark of correctness, he/she participates frequently.

A "C" class grade describes the student whose performance in all of the aforementioned areas is adequate.  While he or she is, of course, neither disruptive nor interruptive, his/her attention is not active.  This student mostly fills up space, causing no problems but adding little.

A "D" class grade indicates a poor rating in all of the above areas or a major problem in one of them.

An "F" rating shows major problems in more than one area.

Late Work Policy: Ellington High School English Department Policy:
· Absolutely NO late homework will be accepted.
Regarding late projects and papers, the English Department:

· defines “on time” as the beginning of class.
· will only accept projects or papers one day late—with a 10% penalty.
· will deduct 20% from projects or papers that are “one day late” involving the weekend (i.e. Friday due date but turned in Monday morning).
· will require projects or papers to be turned in by 7:15 the following morning if the student’s class does not meet.
· The research paper MUST be handed in on the day it is due.
Make-Up Work
You have two days for each EXCUSED absence to make up late work.  It is your responsibility to get your own make-up work; I cannot chase after you! While you can always get a missed assignment from a classmate, it is your responsibility to get the correct assignment, due date, etc.  I strongly advise you to ask me for missing work.
Please be advised that if you miss a quiz or a test, it is also your responsibility to see me to arrange a make-up time.  If, for a legitimate reason, you cannot keep your appointment to make up a quiz or test, it is your responsibility to let me know.  If you miss your appointment to make up a quiz or test without prior notification, you will not be able to make up that assessment.
According to the Ellington High School Student Handbook, “Students who are out of town due to a field trip should plan ahead so that their work is completed on schedule.  In cases of out-of-town or overnight field trips, ONE day will be allowed for each day of school missed.” 
Beware of the High Cost of Procrastination!
Extra Help

I am available both during mutually available free periods and after school to provide you with any extra help you might need.  Please see me to arrange a time. 
Plagiarism
As sophomores, you should be very familiar with the definition and practice of plagiarism, and you should know not to plagiarize ANYTHING.  Whatever you write on your own is worth far more than anything “better” copied from someone else.  Plagiarism is punishable by a grade of zero for the assignment plus no chance of make-up. Additionally, plagiarism will result in further disciplinary action, including a phone call home and notification of your guidance counselor as well as additional consequences. 
Good luck and have a scintillating year!  (
Policy Acknowledgment
Please sign and return this sheet by Thursday, September 9th, 2010.

I have read and acknowledge the course objectives, goals, rules and requirements for Ms. Gelezunas’s English class.
Student Name: (please print)__________________________________________

Student Signature:___________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (please print):__________________________________

Parent/GuardianSignature:___________________________________________

Best way to contact Parent/Guardian – i.e., home, work, cell phone, email:

Thank you!

