Before Reading the Book

1. List the freedoms you enjoy both in your home and in your community.  List the freedoms you are denied.  What is the reason for the denials?  Do you accept the reasons?

2. What is your fear?  Write a sentence or two describing your worst fear and why it is that you fear that thing.

Questions – Part I

1. What does the opening sentence suggest about the book?

2. What is Newspeak?  What is its purpose?  Why is it essential for the Party to rid the language of synonyms and antonyms?

3. Who is Big Brother and what is the significance of his name?

4. What is facecrime?  Why is it so easy to commit?

5. How does the Party control history?  Why?

6. Winston says that “Your worst enemy…was your own nervous system.”  Haave you experienced a time when you felt this way?  Have you ever felt helpless or not in control of your own life?  Write a short essay explaining the situation and how you dealt with it.

7. Identify examples of doublethink in Part I.  Discuss examples of doublethink from recent history.

8. Discuss how language is important to freedom.

Questions – Part II

1. Why does the Party permit couples to marry but discourage love?

2. Julia tells Winston that even though the Party can torture a person and make him say anything, they cannot make him believe it.  How do you feel about this statement?  How easy is it to brainwash a person?  Do you think governments actually use brainwashing?  Discuss.

3. Why are the three superpowers always at war according to the Brotherhood’s handbook?

4. How are Winston and Julia betrayed?

5. The doublethink concepts of “ignorance is strength” and “war is peace” are discussed in the book of the Brotherhood.  Outline the argument of the doublethink concepts.  Discuss why they Party’s conclusions are ironic.

Questions – Part III

1. How does Parsons feel about being imprisoned as a result of his own daughter reporting him for thoughtcrime?

2. The concept of memory and existence discussed on pages 203 and 204 provides an interesting debate point topic:  Does the past exist if no one remembers it?  How can it be proven?

3. What is power?  What makes a person powerful?  Write an essay explaining your opinion.

After Reading the Novel

1. Extra Credit:  Watch a video production of 1984.  How is the book different from the movie?  Was it easier to understand or more difficult?  Were scenes left out or changed, and if so, how did those omissions or changes affect the way you interpret the book?

2. Discuss:  “Can history be rewritten?  Should it be?”

3. Place the book on a historical timeline.  What happened before the book was published?  What has happened since?  Discuss:  Which of Orwell’s predictions have become a part of history, not only in communist countries but in the free world?

