Course: Chemistry 

Teacher: Christy Morley

Term: Spring 2011

“Failure is always an option.” – Adam Savage
“A person who never made a mistake never tried anything new.” – Albert Einstein

Important things to know:

Chemistry is like learning a foreign language. There are words you’ve never heard before. At the same time, it’s like a math class, full of word problems. In order to be successful you need to go home each night and go over your notes. Read through them and try to make sense of what they say. Put it into your words. Chemistry is also problem solving. You will need to identify variables in word problems and think about the processes that you use. Chemistry is also cumulative. You will learn how to name compounds and then you will use that to write chemical equations, read labels on bottles and write notes faster.
Grading

Tests (35% of your grade) – some multiple choice, some math problems, usually cumulative; lab information may be included.
Lab (35% of your grade) – work done in lab and work done on lab reports/questions; Pre-lab questions may be taken as pop quizzes or taken as part of your lab grade, at my discretion. A percentage of lab grades will be exempted at the end of the semester so that absences do not count against you for lab. This also means that you will have some low lab grades dropped if you have no missing labs.
Quizzes (15% of your grade) – Pop Quizzes are an option, always

Class work/Homework (15% of your grade) includes things like:

Vocabulary (gets 5 extra points if turned in early; it will lose 5 points for each day it’s late)
Classroom Activities – not all are graded and I won’t tell you ahead of time if I am or am not going to grade something. Do your best work always and it won’t be a problem.

Homework – questions, problems, chapter outlines and anything else I ask you to complete at home can qualify. 

