LSN Government: Domestic policy  Position Paper Assignment

3rd Quarter will find you working on a research paper in LSN Government.  The entire writing process will take place during this quarter and will culminate in a Position Paper.  A Position Paper is a research paper that makes a comment on a controversial issue in the USA with substantiating opinions from both sides of the issue.

There will be specific due dates for parts of the writing process. Please stay on track to achieve the highest grade possible on the Position Paper.  The process is being graded as much as the final paper.

Part 1 – Ideas and proposals – Due 2/7 A, 2/8 B (10 points)
You will write a proposed course of research and why you would like to research this topic in Domestic Policy.  We will discuss some areas in class you might consider and there will be some information on the class website as well.

Part 2 – Research on your topic and writing an outline of your paper – 
Due 2/21 A, 2/22 B (20 points)
You need to read articles online and in mazazines or newspapers to find out about your topic.  Write an outline of your paper that starts with an Introduction, includes several supporting paragraphs, and ends with a Conclusion/Position Statement.  Specific instructions will be given in class about Part 2.
Part 3 – Introductory Paragraph – Due 2/27 A, 2/28 B (15 points)
You will write a summary paragraph of your research and the two opinions on the issue you have chosen.

Part 4 – Rough Draft and evidence for the paper – 3/5 A, 3/6 B (15 points)
You will turn in a rough draft of your paper. This can be handwritten or typed; it is not the final draft.  In the rough draft you can even bullet information you will write in longer sentences later.  You need to identify where you can put quotations or data from your research in the paper and the sources you will use.

Part 5 – End Notes and Conclusion/Position Statement Paragraph – 
3/8 B, 3/9 A (20 points)
You will make your End Notes for the paper and turn these in.  In addition you will write a Conclusion/Position Statement about your topic.  The Position Statement is how you feel based on what you discovered through research on the topic.  Which side do you take and why?
Part 6 – Final Draft with endnotes and Works Cited Page – 3/15 A, 3/16 B 

(50 points for paper and 10 points for Works Cited Page)
You should have cleaned up the rough draft and added your quotations or data with end notes.  Your sources will be listed in alphabetical order in a Works Cited page.  The final draft is a typed, double spaced, 12 pt font submission.  This may be submitted electronically at Allen.Diewald@pgcps.org or you may print your final paper and turn it in.

Good Luck and Enjoy the process or discovery and writing!
