English 7 -- November Writing Piece
INTRODUCTION 

	It's hard to imagine a world without choices, war, fear, or even pain.  A world where  everything is controlled and even daily decisions of what to wear or what to eat,  are just not available to us.  In the man made utopian community that Jonas lives in, the community members do not get to decide these things.   Not only is everything decided for each member, but  every person is assigned a role based upon their talents.  Even their talents, spouses, and children are chosen by the elders of this community. We learned in such a community, that color is not even noticed. In the novel The Giver, Lois Lowry attempts to show us how such a community, even though created to be perfect, can go terribly wrong.    Would it be easier to live in such a community compared to our own?  Would we truly have a world without crime or poverty? Is living in this perfect world worth giving up our freedom of choice?  In this WEBQUEST you will decide on your own what world you prefer to live in..


TASK
Your task will be to learn more about other Utopian societies, and to decide if Fort Plain should become a utopian society of peace and harmony.  You will be writing a persuasive letter to persuade members of this community to create or discourage a utopian society.  

PROCESS
1. What is Utopia?  Below are resources provided for you to learn about Utopia and the Utopian society.   
·  Define Utopia -  http://www.thefreedictionary.com/utopia
 

2. Below are numerous examples of Utopian societies. How is The Giver a reflection of a Utopian society?
 

· The Amana Colonies http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/amana/utopia.htm 

· Victory Cityhttp://www.victorycities.com 

· Utopian States http://www.utopianstates.com/US1/index.html
Create a T-Chart listing the benefits and the downfalls of a utopian society., what are the pitfalls of this society?  

 
3. What freedoms or choices would you miss most of all? Are you willing to give these freedoms/choices up?

WRITING YOUR PAPER
Now you know more about Utopian societies hopefully you have considered the positives as well as the negatives of living in this type of society. Using this knowledge, write a persuasive letter to the Fort Plain Community persuading them to create or discourage a utopian society.  
 

Process Guide #8: Persuasive ...
When you are finished with your research, print the webquest with the answers and the process guide.  The webquest should be included when you hand in your rough draft for a teacher edit.  Using the guide, the webquest, and your knowledge of utopian societies begin writing your first draft.  

