6th GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS SYLLABUS (2008-2009)

Course Objectives

· Participate in Writer’s Workshop, Reader’s Workshop, and Vocabulary Study.

· Write fluently (via journal writing, book reports, timed-writing, and                                                    

      and core writing assignments).

· Evaluate success using rubrics.

· Demonstrate focus, organization, support, and conventions in formal writing.

· Participate actively in cooperative learning groups.

· Understand and gain meaning from works read.

· Show evidence of having read twenty-five books or book equivalents.

· Complete a summative portfolio.

Course Evaluation

     Final quarter grades will be based upon a combination of evaluations from the following:

· Daily Grades/Homework (35%)

· Projects/Tests (25%)

· Warm-up activities:  Caught’ya, vocabulary development, etc. (10%)

· Book Logs (15%)

· 9 Weeks Exam (15%)

NOTE:  During 4th quarter, students will not have a 9 Weeks Exam; instead they will have a cumulative final exam that is a separate grade on the report card.  Therefore, during 4th quarter, daily work and homework will be weighted 40% and tests 35% of your child’s grade. 
Absences

      Students should bring a note signed by the parent stating the reason for the absence(s).  A student has one day per day absent to make up assignments.  If a student did not make up an assignment due to an absence, an “ab” will be indicated on the progress report. This has the same value as 0%.  Note:  Once work has been submitted, then the “ab” will be changed to reflect the student’s actual score on the assignment. 

      It is the responsibility of the student to find out what assignments need to be made up following an absence.  Students should check the “Weekly Overview” to determine what he or she missed.  If a student missed handouts, he or she may see the teacher at the beginning or the end of class to obtain the missing handouts

Grade Recovery Policy

      Students may seek to improve a quarter grade of a “D” or “F” by demonstrating mastery of standards through grade recovery.  A grade may be raised to a maximum of a “C”.  Grade recovery is arranged through individual teachers and will be accomplished through work on Compass Odyssey.  Students will have access to Compass in the classroom, through Team-Up, and through a home-access program.  A parent-teacher conference should be scheduled through the appropriate House Administrator’s Office to discuss grade recovery for a student.  Students must demonstrate diligent effort during the quarter to be eligible; grade recovery is NOT a substitute for regular coursework.

Supplies

· (1) 1-inch three-ring binder (any color)

· (1) single-subject spiral notebook (with 3 holes for placing in the large binder)

· Loose-leaf paper

· Blue or black pens #2 pencils

·  (4) Tab dividers labeled:  “25 Books”, “Unit Study”, “Source Book”, and “Other” (for the 1-inch binder)

· Portfolio folder (3-prong folder with pockets)

· glue stick

· colored pencils or crayons

· highlighter (any color)

Book Reports

       One of the language arts standards is that the student reads 25 books or book equivalents each year.  A book equivalent equals 150 pages.  Therefore, if you read a book with 300 pages, it would count as two books.  In order to achieve the standard, 3,750 pages should be read by the end of the school year.  Below is a breakdown of the number of pages that needs to be read each quarter.  If you reach the goal and provide evidence of having read the material through book talks and book reports, then you will earn an “A” for 15% of the quarterly grade.  Book logs will be checked at the end of “Week 4” of the quarter and “Week 8” except there is only one check during 4th quarter (midway point).  Students must submit the book logs by the due dates in order to receive credit.  

1st Quarter:
1,050 pages 
(525 +  525)
7 book equivalents

2nd Quarter
1,050 pages
(525  + 525)
7 book equivalents

3rd Quarter
1,050 pages
(525  + 525)
7 book equivalents

4th Quarter
600 pages
(600)

4 book equivalents

Note:  The reason that you only read 4 book equivalents during 4th quarter is because the school’s deadline for reading 25 book equivalents is only a few weeks into 4th quarter.

Special Book Reports
      You will be asked to create at least one “special book report” each quarter (i.e. “Bingo’ Book Report).  Instructions will be given ahead of time.  This will count as a special project/quiz grade.  In addition, each student will be required to give one creative “book talk” over the course of the school year .  Book talks count as “special project” grades.  You do not need to write a written report for the book talk.  The rubric for the book talk is evidence that you participated in the book talk.  

Planners

      Students are expected to copy weekly assignments into their planners on the first day of the school week.  Planners are also used for “hall passes.”  If a student loses his or her planner, he or she must purchase a new one from the office.  The cost is $5.00.  (Note:  Parents, please check your child’s planner on Monday nights to make certain that he/she has copied weekly class assignments and homework assignments.) 

Communication

· www.schoolnotes.com : Schoolnotes.com is an invaluable tool for parents, students, and teachers.  Every week, your child’s teachers post weekly assignments and news on the website.  In order to access the site, simply do the following:

1. Go to www.schoolnotes.com.

2. Enter the school’s 5-digit zip code (32250) and click “go.”

3. Then click on “Duncan U. Fletcher Middle School” (located at the top of the page)

4. Finally, click on the name of the specific teacher.  (You may send teachers email from this page or simply view assignments.)

· Email:  If you have a question, concern, or comment, please email me at the following address:  davist4@duvalschools.org
How to Schedule a Conference

      If you would like to schedule a conference, please call 247-5930 (the 6th Grade Administration Office).  Ms. Pendergrass, the 6th grade secretary, will schedule a time that is convenient for you.  You can expect all of your child’s academic teachers to meet with you at the same time because we work collaboratively in order to best help your child.

Parent’s signature (indicating the parent has read the course syllabus):  

_________________________________________  
Permission to appear in print and/or video Productions:  Each year I take photographs of the students to post in the classroom and use for an end-of-the-year video that I share with students on the last day of school.  Please initial below  whether or not you give permission for me to photograph your child for classroom purposes.

_____  Yes, I give Mrs. Davis permission to photograph my child for classroom 

             purposes.

_____   No, I do not give permission for my child to be photographed.

