These books are simply a recommendation; they are not mandatory for students to read.  Use this list to help students pick out reading books that are at a fifth grade reading level.  Be sure to preview the book for content as some deal with more mature themes.  You can also find book lists online for more options or see your local library.


Adler, C. S.- That Horse, Whiskey, Magic Of The Glits, and others
Applegate , Katherine A. - "The Animorph" Books
Auch, Mary Jane - Journey to Nowhere, Frozen Summer, The Road to Home
Avi - Encounter at Easton, Fighting Ground, Smuggler's Island, The True Confessions Of Charlotte Doyle (1991 Newbery Honor Book), Crispin: The Cross of Lead (2003 Newbery Winner), Poppy, The Secret School, and many others.
Banks, Lynne Reid - Indian In The Cupboard, Return Of The Indian, Harry th Poisonous Centipede and others. Click here for a biographical sketch of Lynne Reid Banks.
Bauer, Marion - On My Honor (1987 Newbery Honor Book), A Question Of Trust , Runt, Ghost Eye , Land of the Buffalo Bones: The Diary of Mary Elizabeth Rodgers, an English girl in Minnesota (Dear America book), and others.
Bennett, Cherie - Searching for David's Heart
Brink, Carol Ryrie (1895-1981) - Caddie Woodlawn
Bruchac, Joe    Skeleton Man ,  Journal of Jesse Smoke: A Cherokee Boy: The Trail of Tears, 1837 (Dear America book), Children of the Longhouse, Sacajawea: The Story of Bird Woman and the Lewis and Clark Expedition, and others
Burnett, Frances Hodgson (1849 - 1974) - A Little Princess, The Secret Garden, Little Lord Fauntleroy
Byars, Betsy - "Bingo Brown" Books, Cracker Jackson, Summer of the Swans (1971 Newbery Winner), The 18th Emergency, Me Tarzan, My Dog My Hero, Wanted, Mud Blossom (and others)
Clements, Andrew -   Frindle -  The Landry News -  The School Story.   A Week in the Woods -   Things Not Seen - The Report Card, Jake Drake Books, The Last Holiday Concert, (and others)

Codell, Esme Raji - Sahara Special - Colfer, Eoin - "Artemis Fowl" Books 

Coville, Bruce - Into the Land of Unicorns, Goblins In The Castle , Fortune's Journey, "The Magic Shop" Books, and others. Click here for a biographical sketch of Bruce Coville.
Creech, Sharon Some of Sharon Creech's books are:    Walk Two Moons -    Granny Torrelli Makes Soup -    Love That Dog-   Ruby Holler - Crompton, Anne - Snow Pony

Curtis, Christopher Paul - Bud, Not Buddy (2000 Newbery Award Winner), The Watsons Go to Birmingham (1996 Newbery Honor Book) Who is Christopher Paul Curtis? (another web site) 
Cushman, Karen - Catherine Called Birdy, Matilda Bone, The Ballad of Lucy Whipple , Rodzina (and others)
Dahl, Roald - Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Danny Champion of the World, The BFG, The Witches, Matilda, James and the Giant Peach, and others.
DiCamillo, Kate - 
    Because of Winn Dixie (2001 Newbery Honor Book), The Tale of Despereaux - (2004 Newbery Winner), Drucker, Malka - Jacob's Rescue: A Holocaust Story
Ellis, Sarah - A Family Project, Pick-Up Sticks (and others)
Farmer, Nancy - House of the Scorpion (2003 Newbery Honor Book), The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm
Fitzgerald, John - The "Great Brain" Series
Fleischman, Sid - The Whipping Boy, Jim Ugly, and others
Funke, Cornelia   The Thief Lord, Inkheart, Inkspell
Garfield, James - Follow My Leader
Gauthier, Gail   A Year With Butch and Spike -    The Hero of Ticonderoga - 
George, Jean - Julie Of The Wolves, My Side Of The Mountain (and others)
Giff, Patricia Reilly - Lily's Crossing (1998 Newbery Honor Book) , Nory Ryan's Song, Pictures of Hollis Woods (2003 Newbery Honor Book), The Gift of the Pirate Queen, and others. 
   Maggie's Door 
"Girls of Many Lands" series
Greene, Constance - Beat The Turtle Drum (and others)
Haddix, Margaret Peterson - Among the Hidden, Among the Imposters, Among the Betrayed, Just Ella, Running Out of Time, Because of Anya
Hahn, Mary - Wait Till Helen Comes, Stepping On The Cracks, The Dead Man In Indian Creek, Following The Mystery Man , Click here for a biographical sketch of Mary Downing Hahn.
Henry, Marguerite (1902- 1997) - King Of The Wind, Misty Of Chincotegue (and others)
Hermes, Patricia - "The Cousins Club" Books, You Shouldn't Have To Say Goodbye, Nobody's Fault, "Joshua's Oregon Trail Diary" books, "Elizabeth's Jamestown Colony Diary" Books, and others.and others. Click here for a biographical sketch of Patricia Hermes.
Hesse, Karen - Out of the Dust (1998 Newbery Winner), A Light in the Storm, The Civil War Diary of Amelia Martin (Dear America series), The Music of Dolphins, The Stowaway. Click here for a biographical sketch of Karen Hesse.
Hiassen, Carl - Hoot (2003 Newbery Honor Book). Hill, Kirkpatrick - A Year With Miss Agnes, Toughboy and Sister, Minuk; Ashes in the Pathway (Girls of Many Lands Series)
Hobbs, Will - Far North, Ghost Canoe, and others.
Holm, Jennifer - Our Only May Amelia (2000 Newbery Honor Book)
Holohan, Maureen - "Broadway Ballplayer" Books
Holt, Kimberly Willis - My Louisiana Sky, When Zachary Beaver Came to Town, Dancing in Cadillac Light
Horowitz, Anthony-   Stormbreaker, Point Blank, Skeleton Key, and Eagle Strike - 

Horvath, Polly - Everything on a Waffle (2002 Newbery Honor Book), The Trolls
Hudson, Jan - Sweetgrass, Dawn Rider
Hunt, Irene - The Lottery Rose, Across Five Aprils
Ibbotson, Eva - The Secret of Platform 13, Which Witch?, Island of the Aunts, Journey to the River Sea, and others


 Jacques, Brian - "Redwall"" Books -

Joseph, Lynn - The Color of My Words
Kehret, Peg - Stranger Next Door, Night of Fear,I'm Not Who You Think I Am, The Richest Kids in Town, Horror at the Haunted House, Saving Lily, My Brother Made Me Do It, Don't Tell Anyone "Frightmares Books" (and others)

Kjelgard, Jim - Big Red (and others)
L'Engle, Madeline - Wind In The Door, A Wrinkle in Time Click here for a biographical sketch of Madeline L'Engle.
Levine, Gail Carson - Ella Enchanted (1998 Newbery Honor Book), Dave at Night, The Two Princesses of Bamarre, "The Princess Tales" books, and others
Lewis, C.S. (1898 - 1963) - "Chronicles Of Narnia" Series
Lowry, Lois - One Hundredth Thing About Caroline, Number The Stars, Taking Care Of Terrific, "Anastasia" Books, The Giver (and others)
Martin, Ann Among Ann M. Martin's many books are: Belle Teal - The Doll People - P.S. Longer Letter Later -
McKenna, Colleen - "Murphy Family" Books
Mikaelsen, Ben - Petey, Stranded, Countdown, Rescue Josh McGuire (and others)
Mitchell, Marianne - Finding Zola - 

Naylor, Phyllis - Beetles Lightly Toasted, The Boys Start The War, The Agony Of Alice, Shiloh (1992 Newbery Medal Winner) and other "Shiloh" books, Carlotta's Kittens, and others. Click here for a biographical sketch of Phyllis Reynolds Naylor.
Nimmo, Jenny - "Charlie Bone or Children of the Red King" books 

Nixon, Joan (1927 - 2003) - "The Orphan Train" Books
O'Dell, Scott - Island Of The Blue Dolphins (1961 Newbery Winner)
 Paolini, Christopher      Eragon, Eldest, Brisinger
Park, Barbara - Mick Harte Was Here, Operation Dump the Chump, Skinnybones, The Kid in the Red Jacket, and others
Park, Linda Sue - A Single Shard (2002 Newbery Medal Winner), When My Name Was Keoko, The Kite Fighters
Paterson, Katherine - The Great Gilly Hopkins, Lyddie, Jip: His Story, Preacher's Boy, Bridge to Terabithia, (and others)
Paulsen, Gary - Hatchet(1988 Newbery Honor Book), The River, Brian's Winter, Brian's Return, "Mr. Tucket" Books, and others
Peck, Richard - A Long Way from Chicago, A Year Down Yonder (2001 Newbery Winner)
Peyton, K. M. - Poor Badger
Raskin, Ellen (1928 -1994) - The Westing Game (1979 Newbery Winner)
Reeder, Carolyn - Shades Of Gray, Grandpa's Mountain, Captain Kate
Reiss, Johanna - Upstairs Room (Biography - 1973 Newbery Honor Book)
Roberts, Willo - Don't Hurt Laurie, The View From The Cherry Tree, Baby-Sitting Is A Dangerous Job, Hostage (and others)
Roth, Arthur - Avalanche, Trapped
Rowling, J.K. - "Harry Potter" Books
"Royal Diary" Books (Various Authors)
Ryan, Pam Munoz - Riding Freedom, Esperanza Rising

Sachar, Louis - Holes, (1999 Newbery Medal Winner), Loser, "Marvin Redpost" series. "Wayside School" series, and many others
Sachs, Marilyn - What My Sister Remembered
Shan, Darren - "Cirque du Freak" Books
Snickett, Lemony - "A Series of Unfortunate Events" Books 
Speare, Elizabeth -    The Sign Of The Beaver ,    The Witch Of Blackbird Pond 
Sperry, Armstrong (1897 - 1976) - Call It Courage (1941 Newbery Winner)
Spinelli, Jerry - Maniac Magee ((1991 Newbery Winner), There's A Girl In My Hammerlock , Crash, Stargirl, (and others)
Stevenson, James - The Bones in the Cliff, The Unprotected Witness
Taylor, Theodore - The Cay, Timothy Of The Cay, Maria, A Christmas Story, The Trouble with Tuck, Tuck Triumphant

Tolan, Stephanie - Surviving the Applewhites (2003 Newbery Honor Book), Save Halloween
Voight, Cynthia - Homecoming, Bad Girls (and others)
Wallace, Bill - The Biggest Klutz In Fifth Grade, Beauty, Buffalo Gal, A Dog Called Kitty, Danger on Panther Peak, and others
Whelan, Gloria - Homeless Bird, Next Spring An Oriole, Indian School, Night of the Full Moon, Hannah and others.
White, Ruth - Belle Prater's Boy (1997 Newbery Honor Book), Tadpole
Winthrop, Elizabeth - Castle In The Attic (and others)
Wood, June - The Man Who Loved Clowns, Turtle on a Fence Post, About Face
Wright, Betty Ren - Christina's Ghost, Dollhouse Murders, The Scariest Night (and others)
Yolen, Jane - The Devil's Arithmetic, Here There Be Unicorns "Young Merlin" books, "History Mystery" series (and others)
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