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ELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

Ellington High School prepares students to become knowledgeable, respectful citizens who value learning, integrity, personal well being, equity, and diversity.

ELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT LEARNING

EHS students will:

· Listen and view with understanding.

· Read and write effectively.

· Reason, effectively, think critically, and solve problems.

· Utilize resources including media, computers, and other technologies.

· Meet the responsibilities of citizenship.

· Demonstrate leadership and service to the community.

· Practice moral and ethical conduct.

· Affirm diversity and practice respect.

· Demonstrate skills and competencies for personal well-being and growth.

EHS SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT PHILOSOPHY/MISSION STATEMENT

The Social Studies Department of Ellington High School promotes students’ intellectual development through the acquisition and application of knowledge to examine society’s historical and contemporary issues. Students hone communication and critical thinking skills, develop a sense of civic responsibility, and understand their roles in a global society.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
CIVICS/GOVERNMENT                                                                                

Grade 10                                               1 Semester                                       .5 Credit
Through a number of activity-based units, students will learn about the U.S. Constitution, how the U.S. system of government works and how the rule of law and the value of liberty and equality have an impact on individual, local, state and national decisions. They will demonstrate knowledge of the rights and responsibilities of citizens to participate in and shape public policy. Civics is a graduation requirement.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY                                                    
Grade 11                                               Full Year                                              1 Credit
This Advanced Placement course is designed to provide students of high ability and motivation an opportunity to learn in a college-level environment.  It prepares students for immediate advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those of a full year introductory college course, including extensive reading, writing, and research.  Students in this class have the advantage of more individual contact with the teacher than may be afforded them in a college setting.  Students will work extensively with primary source material and will compose clear, persuasive essays based upon historical evidence.  The course is designed to provide students with the necessary factual knowledge and analytical skills to examine concepts and problems in American History. Further, it prepares them to take the Advanced Placement test which is administered in May.
MODERN UNITED STATES HISTORY                                                                 
Grade 11                                               Full Year                                              1 Credit
In this course, students will examine 20th century American History in order to appreciate the stories of those who lived during and through events such as the World Wars, the Great Depression, and the Cold War.  A background in these historical periods will allow students to better understand contemporary events and issues.  Emphasis will be placed on the study and analysis of primary documents in order to better appreciate history from the perspective of those who experienced the events first – hand.  Modern U.S. History is a graduation requirement.

GRADING POLICY

Students’ grades will be determined on the basis of performance on unit tests, quizzes, assigned research papers, and a variety of class projects.

Grades:  A+ = 97-100
A = 93-96
A- = 90-92

              B+ = 87-89
B = 83-86
B- = 80-82

              C+ = 77-79
C = 73-76
C- = 70-72

              D+ = 67-69
D = 63-66
D- = 60-62

              F=    59 and below

CLASSROOM RULES AND PROCEDURES

1.  All students are expected to respect me and to respect each other.  Also, all students are expected to be cooperative and respect the right of others to an appropriate learning environment.  

2.  All students are expected to be prepared for each class by bringing the textbook (when required), a notebook, and a pen or pencil.  Hall passes will only be granted in cases of emergency; forgetting one’s materials is NOT an emergency.
3.  All students are expected to complete homework thoroughly and on time.  REGULAR HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED LATE (EVEN ONE DAY).  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to either e-mail the assignment or arrange for it to be dropped off at school.  Research papers and projects will not be accepted more than 5 days late, and will be graded 1 letter grade lower for every day, including Saturday and Sunday, they are overdue.
4.  Students who are tardy to class three times receive an absence for that class, which counts toward the total number of absences.  For each tardy following the first three, a student receives an unexcused absence from class.  These count toward the total number of absences.   “No student at the high school may receive credit for a full year course after having been absent from that course twenty-two (22) class periods during the school year. For a half-year course, the maximum is eleven (11) class periods. Both excused and unexcused absences will be counted towards loss of credit.” (EHS Student Handbook, 15)
5.  All students are responsible for obtaining notes or assignments missed while absent, either from me or from a classmate, and for making up missed work in a timely manner.  “Students who are out of school due to a field trip should plan ahead so that their work is completed on schedule. In cases of out-of-town/overnight field trips one day will be allowed for each day of school missed. Any student with an excused absence from class is required to make up all work missed. It is the responsibility of the student to see his/her teachers to obtain the work and help, if needed. Our guideline for make-up work allows for two school days for each day of absence.” (EHS Student Handbook, 16)
6.  Students are required to make up an incomplete grade within 10 days of the issuance of report cards.

7.  The Board of Education policy regarding student attire will be enforced.  Please review page 133 of the EHS Student Handbook.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

“Our policy related to academic integrity is predicated on our Mission and Expectations for student learning: The EHS student will practice moral and ethical conduct. Ellington High School seeks to guide the intellectual and moral development of our students helping them to reach their full potential. Teachers assign homework and various projects (including term papers), as well as give quizzes and tests in order to assess student progress and design appropriate instruction. To achieve this objective faculty and administration believe that all work submitted by a student must represent their personal efforts and follow the guidelines established by the teacher. Any act of dishonesty, such as copying another's work, having and/or using unauthorized notes during testing, plagiarism (Plagiarism - to present the ideas or words of another as one's own) and related acts, will result in a grade of "0" for the assignment or test, and may lead to a formal disciplinary response on the part of the administration. Further, students need to recognize and understand any materials found on the Internet or through technology based research must be documented in the same manner as other reference materials. If a student has any questions about the relation of these standards to a particular assignment, he/she is to consult with his/her teacher beforehand. Teachers check sources of documentation and often when a question arises concerning a paper/assignment, utilize a search program that will uncover and/or verify documentation. Recycling of assignments:  No student will be permitted to submit the same material in two different courses. If it is determined that an assignment has been recycled, a first offense will result in a failing grade down to and including a “0” for that assignment in the second course in which the student has used the assignment. Recycling papers addresses various ethical issues, including “self-plagiarism,” providing individuals with an unfair academic advantage, and undermining the objectives associated with a particular assignment.” ( EHS Student Handbook, 30)
IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ASK ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THE PROPER CITATION OF SOURCES PRIOR TO SUBMITTING AN ASSIGNMENT.  WHEN IN DOUBT, CITE!
