What Genre Am I Reading?

Fiction is a story that uses made-up characters or events
Types of Fiction are:

Adventure – fictional story that is exciting; sometimes with a dangerous plot or setting (This category is sometimes grouped with others, such as fantasy, science fiction, or mystery) Ex: Spiderman, Hatchet, The Polar Express

Realistic fiction – fictional story based on a true story or set in the real, modern world.  Ex:  Tales of a 4th Grade Nothing, Bridge to Terabithia
Science fiction – fictional story based on real or possible scientific developments. Ex.:  Aliens Ate My Homework, The City of Ember
Historical fiction – fictional story based on a historical event or person, set in the past. Ex: Little House on the Prairie, Sarah Plain & Tall, Out of the Dust 

Fantasy – fictional story based on at least one unreal element, such as an imaginary world, place, or impossible event.  Ex:  The Mouse and the Motorcycle 
Mystery –fictional story where a problem is solved by following clues. Ex:  The Nancy Drew series, The Boxcar Children series
Horror- fictional story that entertains or fascinates by shocking or frightening. Ex: Goosebumps series, Frankenstein, Dracula
Folktale – fictional story passed down orally by different cultural groups. (Can be a fairytale, a fable, a legend, a myth, or a tall tale, but not necessarily) 
Ex:  The Adventures of Brer Rabbit, The Ugly Duckling
Fairytale-a fictional story told to amuse but that is highly implausible, sometimes including fairies; usually takes place somewhere “far, far away” & the main character usually goes on a type of journey where he or she is tested, gains magical help, good triumphs over evil and the story ends in “happily every after” 

Ex: Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella, Shrek
Fable– fictional story that is similar to folktales but the characters are usually animals and the story teaches a moral or lesson.  Ex:  Aesop’s Fables
Legend- fictional story handed down from the past that tells about something that really happened or someone who really lived.  Ex:  Robin Hood, Davy Crockett
Myth- traditional fictional story that explains the origins or workings of the world, often with superhuman beings, and often with unknown authors. Ex: Pandora’s Box
Tall Tale-fictional story that is humorously exaggerated, often with impossible events or relating to the superhuman abilities of the main character. Ex:  Paul Bunyan

Non-Fiction is writing that tells about real people, places, and events, either literary or informative.  

Types of Non-Fiction are:

Informational- nonfiction writing that provides factual information about real people, places and events. Ex.:  textbooks, any of the below… 

How-to-Book- informational nonfiction writing that explains the steps in a process or how to do something. Ex:  How To Fix Anything, How To Draw Disney Characters
Magazine- a publication produced regularly and bound in a paper cover with a combination of informational and entertaining writing in a specific subject area ex. Newsweek, National Geographic
Newspaper- a publication produced regularly at close intervals, usually daily or weekly, commonly containing news and entertainment articles. Ex. Salisbury Post

Pamphlet/Brochure- an informational publication of very few pages, usually stapled together and about one specific topic. Ex. Partnership for a Drug-Free America

Biography – the true story of a person’s life, written by another person.  Ex:  The Helen Keller Story & Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl

Autobiography – the true story of a person’s life, written by that person (the author). Ex:  I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, The Way I Am
Journal/Letter- a written record of daily events, occurrences, experiences, or observations kept together or addressed to a particular person. Ex:  Not Quite What I Was Planning: Six-Word Memoirs by Writers Famous and Obscure

Play/Drama is literature that is meant to be performed before an audience, where the story is presented through the dialogue and actions of the characters.  The two most important types of drama are comedy and tragedy.  Ex:  Romeo & Juliette, A Christmas Carol
Poetry is a type of literature in which ideas, images and feelings are expressed in few words; often written in lines or stanzas and combined in imaginative ways that is probably not in complete sentences. Ex: Jabberwocky, The Road Less Travelled
