	TERM
	DEFINITION

	Bay
	A part of a sea or lake that extends into the land.

	Canyon
	A deep, narrow valley with steep sides. Often has a stream flowing through it.

	Island
	An area of land that is completely surrounded by water.

	Cataract
	A large waterfall: any strong flood or rush of water.

	Tributary
	A river or stream that flows into a larger river.

	Mountain 
	An area that rises steeply at least 2,000 feet above surrounding land: usually wide at the bottom and rising to a narrow peak or ridge.

	Hill
	An area that rises above surrounding land and has a rounded top: lower and usually less steep than a mountain.

	Plain
	A large area of flat or gently rolling land.

	River
	A natural waterway that transits water through a landscape from higher to lower ground.

	Ocean
	The largest bodies of water on Earth, salt water; may be divided into seas.

	Canal
	Narrow waterway built for transportation or irrigation.

	Coastal Plain
	A flat stretch of land bordering an ocean or a sea.  May include swamps, marshes, and rivers.  Often used for agriculture.

	Desert
	Dry region receiving little rain or snow: with little or no vegetation.  Suffers from extreme climates.  Usually very hot.

	Lake
	A large body of fresh or salt water completely enclosed by land.

	marsh
	A wetland that is frequently covered in water due to tides or flooding: can be fresh or salt water.

	Steppe
	Dry grasslands and semi-desert areas.

	Tributary
	A river or stream that flows into a large river or stream.  

	Valley
	A depression in the land that runs mostly in one direction; may be a gorge or canyon.  

	Sea
	One of the divisions of an ocean; and inland body of salty water.

	Plateau
	A broad expanse of generally high flat land. 

	Peninsula
	A mass of land almost entirely surrounded by water. It is usually connected to the main land by a narrow neck.  


	Delta
	A triangular- shaped plain at the mouth of a river, formed when sediment is deposited by flowing water.

	Archipelago
	A group of islands. 

	Gulf
	A part of an ocean or sea that is partially enclosed by a curving coastline.

	Strait
	A narrow stretch of water that connects two bodies of water.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


