6th Grade Social Studies
West Middle School

Andover, MA

THROUGHLINES – 
1) Location and resources influence the development of history, economies and civilizations.




2) Early civilizations develop along river valleys.



3) The past (history) informs the present.

Unit 1 – Introduction to Geography and the Continent of Africa

5 focus countries (DR Congo, South Africa, Nigeria, Kenya, Senegal)

Objective – students will learn the five themes of geography through focused study of the 5 countries above)

15 country locations (Morocco, Zimbabwe, Mali, Ghana, Sudan, Angola, Ethiopia, Cote D’Ivoire, Tanzania, Somalia)
Objective – students will be able to identify and map the above countries and their major geographic features (location and place)

Ancient culture (Mali and Songhay)  Mosque in Mali.  Importance of salt and gold.
Colonization – Angola/Mozambique

When colonization began and why.  Why so slow.  What resources were attractive.  Cape Town to Cairo.  Who was never colonized.  Central gov. of colonizers, planned action.   Africans could only be reactive, tribes were not centralized and cooperating with each other.  Superior weapons and ships.  Experience in colonization.  Knowing how to battle.  Effects of colonization (boundaries, religion, loss of resources …, learning indepedence).  Maps of colonies and their change over time.  Lateness of independence.  Still where the US was in the 1800s.  Chart of “what happens after independence”
Egypt has its own unit later

Unit 2 – Early Man

Mostly spend time on Paleolithic Era.
Paleolithic Objectives:


Link geography to why ancient man originated where it did 


Climate was conducive.


Vegetation and animal resources were abundant.


Plenty of water.

Hunter-gatherer.


Access to animals lead to added protein in the diet which increased brain development.


Brain development lead to tool usage, which lead to an even better diet and so on.


HEI = Environment controls man.

How long ago was that really?  Michelle’s string thing.
History and Archaeology

Textbook scavenger hunt.

Consider point of view, bias, interpretation, vulnerability

Australopithicus

Southern Ape


Lucy fossils


4-5 million years ago


East Africa, Great Rift Valley


Brain was about 1/3 the size of modern human brain


Bipedal, walked upright


Very simple tools (stone striker)


Small groups

Archaeologist Donald Johannsen, discovered completely by accident in KENYA?

Remains indicate migration around 

Homo habilis


Handy Man


2.4 million years ago


Stand taller


Thumbs start to develop


Brain is larger


See further and run faster


Creation of tools


Sharpened sticks, shaped rocks


Archaeologist Mary and Louis Leakey in Tanzania

Homo erectus


Upright Man


2-1.5 million years ago


control fire, not create

migrated out of Africa to Asia and Europe


huts, cave dwellings, wall paintings


stone tools

Homo sapiens

Wise Man


Appeared in Africa about 200,000 years ago


Migrated all over the world


Us


Learned to CREATE fire and use wide variety of tools


Language


Lived at same time as Homo sapien neanderthal, but Homo sapien sapiens won out

Mesolithic – new tools, migration, pottery
Early Human Migration


Ice age ended extensive migration


Humans all over the world (ending with South America)


Humans adapt to environment

Neolithic – beginnings of agriculture

Only Homo sapien sapiens now


Hunter-gatherer begins to turn into farmer-herder


HEI = man is controlling many aspects of the environment



Domestication, agriculture, settled communities, irrigation and flood controls

surplus and storage


division of labor

religion

government


population growth is linked to production


development of cities


overlay of other developing areas to show that life is evolving in many other locations and at 

different rates


metals (bronze and gold)
Unit 3 – Mesopotamia (Cradle of Civilization), Israelites/Israel, Middle East

2 ancient cultures or empires (Sumerians and Babylonians)

Man has left Africa and is in search of ideal location to live


Settles in Fertile Crescent and explore why it is appealing for Man to settle in


Introducing the 5 characteristics of a civilization (compare with Andover)



Presence of Trade, Presence of Leadership, Presence of Division of Labor, Presence of 

Social Classes or Social Hierarchy, Presence of Culture

History of Sumer and exploring evidence of the 5 characteristics of civ.


Inventions:  written language, wheel, plow, bronze, storage facilities, ziggurat, 





irrigation/canals


Beginning of empires (benefits), Babylonians and Assyrians, Phoenicians (as an important 




trading group and society)



Hammurabi and the rule law


Polytheism and influence of religion (why do we have religion and what is its influence on 

society?)  Way of explaining events that are beyond their control.
2 modern day countries

Iraq and Iran
Origins of three major religions, use Jerusalem as a visual aid
Early Hebrews (pages 226-231) (HEI and Movement) migration from Mesopotamia into Hittite area 
then down towards present day Israel, into Egypt and then fled Egypt, scapegoats for early 
polytheistic religions, first monotheistic religion, which becomes the basis for their goverment
Modern day mapping skills and physical features.
Unit 4 – Egypt, Ancient and Modern


Nile valley and river and why did Man settle there, what resources

Mapping of the river valley, overlay with modern Egypt and Sudan


History of Egypt and exploring evidence of the 5 characteristics of civ. (dynasties, old-middle-and new kingdom as an example of the creation of a nation), 

Focus on their religion (afterlife, mummification, god/king, different deities)


Achievements (agricultural system, calendar, monumental architecture, hieroglyphics, papyrus)


King Tut on a Friday

Modern issues: tourism, population growth, HEI, role in the international community 
Unit 5 – Central Asia

2 countries (maybe Afghanistan and Kyrgyzstan)

Crossroads of the Eastern Hemisphere

Major cultural influences (Persian, Chinese, Indian, Kazhak????, Kushan, )


Silk Road

Taliban and religious extremism

HEI with rivers and minimal resources


Ethnic variety


Soviet domination for 40 years


Newly independent nations


Mapping all countries and major features
Unit 6 – India , Ancient and Modern


Indus River Valley and why did Man settle there, what resources


Mohenjo Daro and Harappa

Evidence of the 5 characteristics of Civ.


Aryan invasion, extensive settlements deep into Indian subcontinent


Sanskrit and Brahmanism


Contrast settled lifestyle of Harappan Civ. vs. Aryan nomadic tradition
Origins of Hinduism (oldest continually practiced religion), 4 major beliefs, major stress on karma and 
dharma, monotheistic polytheistic religion
Caste system and structure of society

Origins of Jainism and how it evolved as a reaction to Hinduism (founder), 4 principles
Origins of Buddhism (founded by Siddhartha), 4 noble truths, 8-fold path (compare to 10 
commandments), two sects plus Tibetan
Spread of Buddhism and the theme of movement, first religion to be intentionally spread through 
missionaries
Indian Empires and Asoka’s conversion to Buddhism, then Hindu with Guptas, massive empires
Indian achievements (creation of the concept of zero, medicine, astronomy, metallurgy

Modern issues of population control, economic powerhouse, Bollywood, emigration throughout the 
world
Growth of service industry

FIND OUT EMMIGRATION/IMMIGRATION information, motives and stats. (NationMaster)
Unit 7 – China, Ancient and Modern


Huang He and Chiang Jang River Valleys, why did Man settle there, what resources


Map of China with its physical features on one side and all of Asia on the other side


Geography contributed to isolation

exploring evidence of the 5 characteristics of civ. 


development and role of dynasties in ancient China


defining characteristics of the Sha, Zhou, Chin, Han

political philosophies of Confucianism, Daoism and Legalism


great achievements – great wall, silk road, silk, acupuncture, seismograph, gunpowder


Economics of silk road activity in class, each person is a trader of some kind, or a service 


provider


Revolution and Republic, Mao Zedong

Modern China, profile, population, role of family, burgeoning economy, balance of trade

US/Chinese relationship
Unit 8 – South America


Inca and Peru, Brazil, Venezuela, Argentina and Chile?

All 13 countries and major physical features

Influence of colonization


Explore the link between government and prosperity


Major economic activities

Language as unifying, language as ethnic identity

Optional topics for study (State frameworks)

	Location
	Place
	HEI
	Movement
	Regions

	
	 -Education/ economy
	 drought/desertification
	
	

	
	 -Women/status
	- physical feature and their affects on transportation and communications
	- physical feature and their affects on transportation and communications
	

	
	 -Ethnic/religious groups
	
	
	


