Literary Devices & Techniques.
	Device or Technique
	Definition

	alliteration
	The repetition of similar sounds, usually consonants, in a group of words.  (Ex: Sally sells seashells by the seashore.)

	assonance
	The repetition of similar vowel sounds, especially in poetry.  (Ex: I swoon at the moon.)

	characterization


	The means by which a writer reveals a character’s personality.  (Ex:  actions, thoughts, dialog, physical description, etc.)

	conflict


	A struggle between two opposing forces.  (Ex:  man vs, man, man vs. self, man vs. nature, man vs. society)

	flashback


	A scene in that interrupts the action to show an event that happened earlier.

	foreshadowing


	The use of hints or clues to suggest what action is to come.

	imagery
	Words or phrases that create pictures in the reader’s mind.


	metaphor
	A figure of speech that makes a comparison between two things which are basically dissimilar.  (Ex: Life is a dream.)

	mood
	The overall feeling or emotional climate of a literary work, often developed through descriptions of the setting.

	personification
	A figure of speech in which something nonhuman is given human qualities.  (Ex:  The tree cried as it was cut down.)

	plot 


	The sequence of events or actions in a short story, novel, play, or narrative poem.

	repetition
	An instance of using a word or phrase more than once in a short passage in order to illustrate a point.

	rhyme
	The repetition of sounds in two or more words or phrases that appear close to each other in a poem.

	setting
	The time and place in which events in a short story, novel, play, or narrative poem occur.

	simile
	A figure of speech comparing two essentially unlike things using like or as.  (Ex:  Life is like a box of chocolates.)

	speaker/voice
	A language style adopted by an author to create the effect of a particular speaker.

	stanza
	A unit of a poem that is longer than a single line.


	symbolism
	The use of an object, person, place or action that has a meaning in itself, and that also stands for something larger than itself, such as a quality, attitude, value or belief.  (Ex:  skull symbolizes death, rose symbolizes love)

	theme
	The general idea or insight about life that a writer wished to convey in a literary work.

	tone
	The attitude a writer takes toward his or her subject, character, and readers.


	
	

	
	

	
	


