East Coweta Middle School 
Course Syllabus 
2011-12

	Course Title:
	Gifted Life Science



	Teacher:
	Ms. Hyder



	Contact Information:
	Phone:  770-599-6607
Email:  tammy.hyder@cowetaschools.org 
School Notes:    http://new.schoolnotes.com/mshyder/



	Course Goal and Objective:
	The middle school life science course is designed to give students the necessary skills for a smooth transition from elementary life science standards to high school biology standards. The purpose is to give all students an overview of common strands in life science, including, but not limited to, diversity of living organisms, structure and function of cells, heredity, ecosystems, and biological evolution.


	Course Description & Topics:
	Georgia Content Standards

S7L1 Students will investigate the diversity of living organisms and how they can be compared scientifically. 

S7L2 Students will describe the structure and function of cells, tissues, organs, and organ systems.

S7L3 Students will recognize how biological traits are passed on to successive generations.

S7L4 Students will examine the dependence of organisms on one another and their environments.

S7L5 Students will examine the evolution of living organisms through inherited characteristics that promote survival of organisms and the survival of successive generations of their offspring.

	Methods of Instruction:


	Investigations, hands on learning, experiments, whole group discussions, small group discussions, case studies, simulations, guest speakers, DVD’s, brainstorming, and projects.

	
Evaluation & Grading:

	
Evaluations and assessments are based on demonstrated progress and mastery of Georgia Performance Standards. 


	 
	Grading Scale 
	Categories
	Percentages

	A
	90-100
	Classwork 
	10%

	B
	80-89
	Notebook
	10%

	C
	71-79
	Performance Assessments (includes projects)
	30%

	D
	70
	Tests and Quizzes
(9 Week Exams count two test grades)
	10%

	F
	69 and below
	Labs
	40%




	Student Expectations:
	All students are expected to…
· Be on time to class.
· Be productive in class.
· Be polite.
· Be prepared for class every day.



 *Please return the attached page on the next school day.



Parent/Guardian Contact Information Sheet
***Must be returned to school***

Please complete the following basic information so that I may contact you regarding your child’s progress in my class. Thank you very much.   Ms. Tammy D. Hyder

Student’s Name: ______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name(s): 

________________________________________________________________________
Relationship to child: 

________________________________________________________________________
Phone number (home): 				Phone number (work): 

________________________________________________________________________
Phone number (cell): 					Email:

________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: 

________________________________________________________________________
(Street) 			(City)			 (State) 	(Zip)

Parent Contact Log:
	Date
	Notes 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



