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Course Syllabus
 
Course Description

The 9th grade World History course consists of the following content area strands: World History, Geography and Humanities. This course is a continued in-depth study of the history of civilizations and societies from the middle school course, and includes the history of civilizations and societies of North and South America. Students will be exposed to historical periods leading to the beginning of the 21st Century. So that students can clearly see the relationship between cause and effect in historical events, students should have the opportunity to review those fundamental ideas and events from ancient and classical civilizations. 
The Year at a Glance - Major Topics

See attached 9th Grade World History Year at a Glance - Major Topics at My Pages on new.schoolnotes.com
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Required Textbook

World History & Geography (2013) 
Guidelines and Procedures
1. Grading Policy: All student work will be assigned a letter grade.  Each home learning or class work assignment will be worth one (1) letter grade each.  Section tests will be given on a regular basis and will be worth two (2) letter grades. Chapter tests will be announced in advance and will be worth (4) letter grades. Projects will be graded on the basis of presentation, degree of difficulty and the amount of work involved.

GRADING SCALE:

90-100 =    A






 
80-89   =    B







70-79   =    C






 
60-69   =    D






   
0-59     =    F

2. Homework: Homework that is assigned should be turned in at the beginning of class on the due date.  The instructor will not accept late work from any student unless it is an excused absence.  There will be no exceptions to this rule. 

3. Make-up Work: In the case of excused absences, it is the responsibility of the student to contact the instructor to arrange make-up work on the first day back in school.  If a student is absent one day, work must be made up by the next class session.  If a student is absent two days, work must be made up by the next two class sessions.   Work that is not made up promptly will be considered late and will not be accepted. There will be no exceptions to this rule. 

4. Format: World History follows a class work/discussion format. Students will be expected to read assigned chapters and complete assignments prior to coming to class.  Note taking during class is essential and required.  At appropriate times, students will be REQUIRED to participate in class discussions, small group activities, debates projects and other instructional activities. 

5. Materials: Students should bring the following materials to class every day: 

· School Issued Digital Tablet (Mobile Device)
· Textbook (Online)

· 3 Ring Notebook Binder

· Lined 8 ½ X 11 Notebook Paper

· Black or Blue Pen

· No. 2 Lead Pencil and Eraser

· Colored Pencils
6. Personal Folders  All students are required to maintain a personal folder which will be used to hold all school related work and tests that you produce during the school year. They will be periodically reviewed and organized during the school year and will be available to you as a way of evaluating your progress. 

7. Attendance: Students should be in the classroom and seated at the bell. Three unexcused tardies will result in a formal after-school detention. You are expected to be in class every day and on time. Southwest is on block scheduling; therefore if you miss one class you really have missed two lessons. It is your responsibility to get make-up work assignments from a classmate. If an admit is not given to the teacher upon return then you automatically receive a “Z” for any assignments that day(s).

8. Academic Honesty: In accordance with MDCPS guidelines, cheating and/or plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated.  Unless specifically instructed otherwise, students should work independently on all homework, assignments, and tests.  Violation of these norms will result in a grade of “F” for all students involved. 

9. Additional Reminders: 

1.
DO NOT be late for class!

2.
DO NOT eat or drink in class!

3.
Stay in your assigned seat.

4.
Raise your hand to be recognized so that you can be given credit.
5.
The bathroom pass is to be used in an emergency OR when there is no instruction going on.

7.
Make sure that your cell phone is silenced and in your bag. All other electronic devices are to be put away in your bag.

I expect everyone to cooperate and participate in the learning process. Many different 

activities will take place. It is important that you follow classroom rules and procedures 

as well as directions. In the event that rules are not followed, I will follow the progressive 

discipline plan at Southwest.: 1st offense, a warning, 2nd offense, a detention, 3rd offense, 

a phone call home and a referral is written. In addition your conduct grade will be 

affected.

In most cases, a test will be administered every chapter. They will include multiple choice questions and essays. Please keep in mind tests will not be administered to students that have unexcused absences. Homework assignments will not be accepted late, unless student has an excused absence.
A variety of teaching strategies will be used throughout the course of the year.  These strategies will include, but are not limited to, lectures, discussion, group work, writing, and student presentations.  Students are expected to participate in all activities.  Again, students with unexcused absences will not be able to earn grades that were missed. Students will need to keep a notebook/binder for the class.  

Assignments are to be in blue or black ink. If the assignment requires numbering please number each item to the left of the red line on your notebook paper. If you fail to follow instructions your grade will be affected.

Head your paper as follows:

Title of Assignment







Name:











Date:











Period:

 
 Name: ___________
 Date:   ___________

 Period: _____
Movies/Videos
 

During the course of the year, there will be a selected number of PG-13/R rated movies that will be shown, either in full or as excerpts, to enhance the curriculum.  These films will enable the students to benefit from another medium as a resource in our study of history.  Movies, along with our other activities, will give students a well-rounded opportunity to discover the world of history.  If you wish to be excused from these films, please indicate so next to your signature.  Make sure that your parent has done the same.

 

I have read and understand the Course Syllabus and Movie/Video Policy for the 9th Grade World History Course.
 

 

____________________________                                        ______________

Student Signature                                                                      Date

 

 

 

_____________________________                                      ______________

Parent Signature                                                                       Date

 
 
 
 
 
