Dear Parents and Guardians,


Welcome to the 2017-18 school year at the Delaware Military Academy.  Our Science program provides an innovative “hands on” approach to building skills necessary to enhance critical thinking and communication.  Through classroom participation, laboratory investigations and student presentations your student will practice and develop these necessary life skills.  I ask that you read the course description and requirements, complete the bottom of the page and send it back to me with your student.


I welcome your questions and suggestions as we work together for the success of your child. I may be reached during the day by email, nancy.rosaio@dma.k12.de.us, or by phone (302) 998-0745.  Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible.

 A running agenda of assignments, labs tests and quizzes will be updated weekly on Schoolnotes.  You may access my page by clicking the link under my name in the DMA staff page.  Please have your child check HAC regularly to keep current with assignments and tests.






Sincerely,







Nancy Rosaio
Environmental Science
Student’s Name: ____________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________________________________
Please include below any additional information about your child that may help him/her to succeed.

Environmental Science Syllabus
Instructor:  Mrs. Nancy Rosaio room FH-7, nancy.rosaio@dma.k12.de.us
Bio:  

I am a graduate of the University of Delaware with a BS in Animal Science, Pre-veterinary Medicine. I hold a Master’s degree in Education from Wilmington University. I have 14 years of teaching experience in Delaware schools, 8 years in Science. I have taught for the STEM summer Academy for RedClay School district for the past 6 years. I am married with four children ages 23-32.  

Class Rules:
1. Be on time and prepared for class with pen or pencil, notebook, planner and assignment.

2. Be safe.  Follow all of the safety rules.

3. Be respectful of yourself and others.

4. Be the best you can be, every day.
Description:

The overarching theme of this course is sustainability, focusing on 3 scientific principles the earth has used for the past 3.8 billion years to sustain life.  They are: solar energy, biodiversity and chemical cycling.  Three modern day principles that effect sustainability will also be examined.  They are: economics, ethics and politics.
Course Materials:

The main source of material for this course is “Living in the Environment” (Centage and National Geographic Learning), 19th edition, Miller and Spoolman.  The textbookswill be available for use in the classroom.
Supplies:

Students must bring the following supplies to each class:

· A notebook, (please choose a notebook solely for science that best suits your organizational needs!  Some suggestions include:  a binder, spiral notebook with pockets or an accordion folder, pen or pencil, colored pencils, and a school planner. 
· Chemical splash goggles (labs will be announced).  These can be purchased at a home improvement store such as Lowe’s or Home Depot.

Assignments and Grading:

Students earn points when they complete graded assignments.  Assignments may be class work, presentations, homework, projects, labs, quizzes and tests.  Each assignment is graded based upon the number of points earned out of the number of points possible.  For example, a student who earns 70/75 points on an assignment earns a 93% on that assignment. The approximate grade breakdown is;
Labs/Classwork   50%
Quizzes    20%

Projects    30%

Arrival to Class:  When you enter my room you are entering a SCIENCE LAB.  In order to maintain the safest conditions you are expected to follow safety guidelines.
Labs:
We will have several announced labs during the course of the marking period.  If a lab is missed due to an excused absence, the student may make up the lab at home (when possible), before school or after school.  Occasionally, an alternative written assignment may be completed in place of the lab grade. Several of our labs will be outside.  Every attempt will be made to hold these labs on Friday, when cadets are in PT gear.
Field Trips;   We have several field trips planned for the semester.  We will have to secure a bus for transportation, but most of the activities are free.   

Absenteeism:

If you will be absent for more than one day, I recommend that you e-mail me to arrange for work to be picked up.  You are responsible for your makeup work.  See me and/or pick up your missing assignments from the green Environmental Science crate at the back of the room on the day you return.
Late assignments:

Late assignments are accepted for credit, but will lose a letter grade each day they are late.
Help! :

I care about each one of you and your performance this year.  I want you to succeed and you can count on me for help.  I will be available every morning before school, during lunch or after school.  Please make an appointment with me at least one day in advance if you need extra help.

